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LETTER VIII. 

7%e fame fuhjeSi continued from 
the year one thoufand fix hun- 
dred eighty eight. 

YOUR lordfliip will find, that the 
obje&s propofed by the alliance 
of one thoufand fix hundred eighty 
nine between the emperor and the ftates, 
to which England acceded* and which 
was the foundation of the whole confe- 
deracy then formed, were no lefs than to 
reftore all things to the terms of the Weil:- 
phalian and Pyrenean treaties, by the war 5 
and to preferve them in that ftate after 
the war, by a defenfive alliance and 
guarranty of the fame confederate pow- 
ers againft France. The particular as 
well as general meajiing of this engage- 
ment was plain enough : and if it had 
Vol. II. JB not 
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2 A Sketch of the Histor v 

not been fo, the fenfe of it would have 
been fqfficiently determined, by that 
feparate article, in which England and 
Holland obliged themfelves to affift the 
* houfe of Auftria, in taking and keeping 
c poffeflion of the Spanifh monarchy, 
c whenever the cafe fhould happen of the 
c death of Charles the fecond, without 
c lawful heirs/ This engagement was 
double, and thereby relative to the whole 
political fyftem of Europe, alike afFe&ed 
by the power and pretenfions of France, 
Hitherto the power of France had been 
alone regarded, and her pretenfions feem- 
td to have been forgot: or to what pur- 
pofe fhould they have been remembered^ 
whilft Europe was fo unhappily conftitut* 
ed, that the ftates at whofe expence fhe in- 
creafed her power, and their friends and 
allies, thought that they did enough 
upon every occafion if they made fome 
tolerable compofition with- her ? They 
who were not in circumfiances to refufe 
confirming prefent, were little likely to 

take 
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lake effectual meafures againft future, 
usurpations. But now as the alarm was 
greater than ever, by the outrages that 
France had committed, and the intrigues 
(he had carried on j by the little regard 
(he had (hewn to public faith, and by 
the airs of authority (he had aflumed 
twenty years together : fo was the fpirit 
againft her raifed to an higher pitch, and 
the means of reducing her power, or at 
leaft of checking it, were increafed. The 
princes and dates who had negle&ed or 
favbured the growth of this power, 
which all of them, had done in their 
turns, faw their error; faw the neceffity 
of repairing it, and faw that unlefs they 
could check the power of France, by 
uniting a power fuperior to her's, it 
would be impoflible to hinder her from 
fucceeding in her great defigns on the 
Spanifh fucceffion. The court of Eng- 
land had fubmitted not many years be- 
fore to abet her ufurpations, and the 
king of England had (looped to be her 
B 2 penfi- 
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4 A Sketch of the History 

penfioner. But the crime was not nati- 
onal. On the contrary, the riation had 
cried out loudly againft it, even whilft it 
was committing : and as foon as ever the 
abdication of king James, and the ele- 
vation of the prince of Orange to the 
throne of England happened, the na- 
tion engaged with all imaginable zeal 
in the common caufe of Europe, to re- 
duce the exorbitant power of France, to 
prevent her future and to revenge her 
paft attempts ; for even a fpirit of re* 
venge prevailed, and the war was a war 
of anger as well as of intereft. 

Unhappily this zeal was neither well 
condufted, nor well feconded. It was zeal 
without fuccefs, in the firft of the two 
wars that followed the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred eighty eight ; and 
zeal without knowledge, in both of them, 
I enter into no detail concerning the e- 
vents of thefe two ware. This only I 
obferve on the firft of them, that the 
£ treaties 
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treaties of Ryfwic were far from an- 
fwering the ends propofed and the en- 
gagements taken by the firft grand alli- 
ance. The power of France, with re- 
fpeft to extent of dominions and ftrength 
of barrier, was not reduced to the terms 
of the Pyrenean treaty, no not to thofe 
of the treaty of Nimeghen. Lorraia 
was reftored indeed with very confidera- 
ble referves, and the places taken or 
ufurped on the other fide of the Rhine : 
but then Stra(bourg was yielded up abfo- 
lutely to France by the emperor, and by 
the empire. The conceffions to Spain 
were great, but fo were the conquefts 
and the encroachments made upon her 
by France, fince the treaty of Nimeghen : 
and (he got little at Ryfwic, I believe 
nothing more than (he had (aved at Ni- 
meghen before. Ail thefe conceffions 
however, as well as the acknowledge- 
ment of king William j and others, 
made by Lewis the fourteenth after he 
had taken Ath and Barcelona, even during; 
v " B 3 the 
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6 A Sketch of the Hi story 

the courfe of the negotiations, compared 
with the lofles and repeated defeats of the 
allies and the ill flate of the confederacy, 
furprized the generality of mankind, who 
had not been accuftomed to fo much mo- 
deration and generofity on the part of this 
prince. But the pretertfions of the houfe 
of Bourbon, on the Spanifh fucceffion, 
remained the fame. Nothing had been 
done to weaken them ; nothing was pre- 
pared to oppofe them : and the opening 
of this fucceffion was vifibly at hand ; for 
Charles the fecond had been in imme- 
diate danger of dying about this time. 
His death could not be a remote event : 
and all the good queen's endeavours to be 
got with child had proved ineffectual. 
The league diflblved, all the forces of 
the confederates difperfed, and many 
difbanded; France continuing armed, her 
forces by fea and land increafed and 
held in readinefs to adt on all fides, it 
was plain that the confederates had 
&Ued in the firft. obje<$ of the grand 

alliance* 
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alliance, that of reducing the power of 
France ; by fucceeding in which alone 
they could have been able to keep the 
fecond engagement, that of fecuring the 
fucceffion of Spain to the houfe of 
Auftria. 

^ After this pe^ce what remained to be 
done? In the whole nature of things 
there remained but three. To abandon 
all care of the Spanifh fucceffion was one ; 
to compound with France upon this fuc- 
ceffion was another; and to prepare, like 
her, during the interval of peace to make 
an advantageous war whenever Charles 
the fecond fhould die* was a third. Now 
the firft of thefe was to leave Spain, and 
in leaving Spain, to leave all Europe in 
fome fort at the mercy of France : fince 
whatever difpofition the Spaniards fhould 
make of their crown, they were quite un- 
able to fupport it againft France : fince 
the emperor could do little without his 
allies $ and fince Bavaria, the third pre* 
B 4 tender* 
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8 A Sketch of the HisTojty 

tender, could doftill lefs, and might find, 
in fuch a cafe, his account perhaps better 
in treating with the houfe of Bourbon 
than with that of Auftria. More needs 
not be faid on this head y but on the 
other two, which I {hall confider toge- 
ther, feveral fadts are proper to be men* 
tioned, and feveral reflexions neqeffiuy 
to be made. 

We might have counter-worked* , no 
doubt, in their own methods of policy, 
the councils of France, who made peace 
to diflblve the confederacy, and great con- 
ceffions, with very fufpicious generofity, to 
gain the Spaniards : we might have waited 
like them, that is in arms, the death of 
Charles the fecond, and have fortified 
in the mean time the difpofitions of the 
king, the court and people of Spain, a* 
gainft the pretenfions of France : wo 
might have made the peace, which waa 
made fome time after that, between the 
emperor and the Turks, and have obliged 

the 
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the former at any rate to have fecured 
the peace of Hungary, and to have pre- 
pared, by thefe and other expedients, for 
the wafr that would inevitably break out 
on the death of the king of Spain. 

But all fuch meafures were rendered 
impracticable, by the emperor chiefly. 
Experience had ihewn, that the powers 
who engaged in alliance with him muft 
expert to take the whole burden of his 
caufe upon themfelves 5 and that Hun* 
gary would maintain a perpetual diver- 
fion in favour of France, fince he could 
not refolve to lighten die tyrannical yoke 
he had eftabliihed in that country and 
in Tranfilvania, nor his minifters to 
part with the immenfe confifcations they 
had appropriated to themfelves. Pail: 
experience fliewed this : and the ex* 
pcrience that followed confirmed it 
very fatally. But further $ there was 
not only little afSftance to be expected 
from him by thofe who flbould engage 

in 
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in his quarrel : he did them hurt of ano- 
ther kind, and deprived them of many 
advantages by falfe meafures of policy 
and unlkilful negotiations. Whilft the 
death of Charles the fecond was ex- 
pected almoft daily, the court of Vienna 
feemed to have forgot the court of Ma- 
drid, and all the pretentions on that 
crown. When the count d'HARRACH 
was fent thither, the imperial councils 
did fomething worfe. The king of Spain 
was ready to declare the archduke 
Charles his fucceflbr $ he was defirous 
to have this young prince fent into Spain : 
the bent of the people wa& in favour 
of Auftria, or it had been fo, and might 
have been eafily turned, the fame way 
again. At court no cabal was yet formed 
in favour of Bourbon, and a very weak 
intrigue was on foot in favour of the 
eledtoral prince of Bavaria. Not only 
Charles might have been on the fpot 
ready to reap the fucceflion, but a Ger- 
man army might have been there to, de- 
fend 
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fend it j for the court of Madrid infilled 
on having twelye thoufand of thefe 
troops, and rather than not have them 
offered to contribute to the payment of 
them privately : becaufe it would have 
been too impopular among the Spaniards, 
and too prejudicial to the Auftrian in- 
tcreft, to have had it known that the 
emperor declined the payment of a body 
of his own troops that Were demanded 
to fecure that monarchy to his fon. 
Thefe propofals were half refufed, and 
half evaded : and in return to the offer 
of the crowii of Spain to the arch- 
duke, the imperial councils afked the 
government of Milan for him. They 
thought it a point of deep policy to 
fecure the Italian provinces, and to leave 
to England and Holland the care of the 
Low Countries, of Spain, and the In- 
dies. By declining thefe propofals the 
houfe of Auftria renounced in fome fort 
the whole fucceflion : at ieaft fhe gave 
jEngland and Holland reafons, Whatever 

engage- 



Digitized 



by Google 



12 A Sketch of the History 

engagements thefe powers had taken* 
to refiife the harder tafk of putting her 
into pofleffion by force; when /he might, 
and would not procure, to the Englifh 
and Dutch and her other allies, the eafier 
tafk of defending her in this pofleffion. 

I said that the meafures mentioned 
above were rendered impracticable by 
the emperor $ chiefly, becaufe they were 
rendered fo likewife by other circumftan- 
ccs at the fame conjuncture. A prin- 
cipal one I ftiali mention, and it (hall 
be drawn Aom the ftate of our own 
country, and the difpofition of our peo- 
ple. Let us take this up from king 
William's acceffion to our crown. 
During the whole progrefs that Lewis 
the fourteenth made towards fuch exorbi*. 
tant power, as gave him well grounded 
hopes of acquiring at laft to his family the 
Spanifh monarchy, England had been ei- 
ther an idle fpedator of all that pafled on 
the continent, or a faint and uncertain ally 

againft 
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againft France, or a warm and Cure ally 
en her fide, or a partial mediator be- 
tween her and the powers confederated 
in their common defence. The revolu- 
tion produced as great a change in 
our foreign conduit, as in our domes- 
tic eftablifhment : and our nation en- 
gaged with great fpirit in the war of 
one thousand fix hundred eighty eight. 
But then this fpirit was rafh, prefump- 
tuous, and ignorant, ill conduced at 
home, and ill feconded abroad : ail which 
has been touched already. We had waged 
no long wan on the continent, nor been 
yery deeply concerned in foreign confe- 
deracies, fince the fourteenth and fifteenth 
fcenturies. The hiftory of Edward the 
third, however, and of the firft twelve 
or fifteen years of Henry the fixth 
might have taught us fome general 
but ufeful leffons, drawn from remote 
times, but applicable to the prefent. 
So might the example of Henry the 
eigth, who fquandered away great fums 

for 
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for the profit of taking a town, or the ho- 
nor of having an emperor in his pay j and 
who divided afterwards by treaty the king-; 
dom of France between himfelf and 
Charles the fifth, with fuccefs fo little 
anfwerable to fuch an undertaking, that it 
is hard to believe his Imperial and Englifh 
majefty were both in earneft. If they were 
£o, they were both the bubbles of their 
prefumption. But it feems more likely that 
Henry the eigth was bubbled on this oc- 
calion by the great hopes that Charles 
held out to flatter his vanity : as he had 
been bubbled by his father-in-law Fer- 
dinand at the beginning of his reign, 
in the war of Navarre. But thefc reflecti- 
ons were not made, nor had we enough 
confidered the example of Elisabeth, 
the laft of our princes who had made any 
considerable figure abroad, and from 
whom we might have learned to adt with 
vigour, but to engage with caution, and 
always to proportion our afliftance ac- 
cording to our abilities, and the real ne- 

ceffities 
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ceffities of our allies. The frontiers of 
France were now fo fortified, her com- 
merce and her naval force were fo in- 
creafed, her armies were grown fo nu- 
merous, her troops were fo difciplincd, 
fo inured to war, and fo animated by a 
long courfe of fuccefsfui campaigns, that 
they who looked on the fituation of Eu- 
rope could not fail to fee how difficult 
the enterprize of reducing her power 
was become. Difficult as it was, we 
were obliged, on every account and by 
reafons of all kinds, to engage in it : but 
then we fhould have engaged with more 
forecaft, and have conducted ourfelves 
in the management of it, not with lefs 
alacrity and fpirit, but with more order, 
more oeconomy, and a better application 
of our efforts. But they who governed 
were glad to engage us at any rate: and 
we entered on this great fcheme of adtion, 
as our nation is too apt to do, hurried 
on by the ruling paffion of the day. I 
have been told by feveral, who were on 
3 th « 
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the ftage of the world at this time, that 
the generality of our people believed and 
were encouraged to believe, the war 
could not be long, if the king was vigo- 
roufly fupported : and there is a hum- 
drum fpeech of a fpeaker of the houfe 
of commons, I think, who humbly de- 
fired his majefty to take this opportunity 
of .reconquering his ancient dutchy of 
Aquitain. We were foon awaked from 
thefe gawdy dreams. In feven or eight 
years no imprefSon had been made on 
France, that was befieged as it were on 
every fide : and after repeated defeats in the 
Low -Countries where king William 
laid the principal ftrefs of the war, his 
fole triumph was the retaking of Na- 
mur, that had been taken by the French 
a few years before* Unfuftained by fuc- 
cefs abroad, we are not to wonder that 
the fpirit flagged at home $ nor that the 
difcontents of thofe who were averfe to 
. the tftablifhed government, uniting with 
the far greater number of thofe who 

difliked 



Digitized 



by Google 



and Stats: of Europe. \j 

diilii^ the adminiftmtion, jnfl^ed dje 
.general difcontente of the jaatipn, op- 
preffed with taxes, piUagod /by ufurfiss, 
plundered at ieai and djfapgjqiated £t 
iand. A$ we run into exf&egms i*i- 
ways, fome would have cmiimediMs 
war at any rate, even at the {%&$ rate : 
bat it was not poffible they flio^ld prt- 
tvail in fbch a fituation of affairs* and 
fucha difpofition of minds. They who 
got lay the ,war, and made iipmen/e 
ibrtunes by the necefjities of the pub- 
lic, were not fb numerous nor fo 
.powerful, as they fcave been finer. 
The monled intercft was not yet a 
*ival able to cope with the landed 
intereft, either in the nation, or in 
parliament. The great corporations 
that had been erected more to ferve 
-the turn o£ party, than for any real 
^national ufe, gtmed indeed even then 
jattheibengthand influence which they 
haare finec acquired in the Jegiflature ; 
-but they had not made the fame pro- 

3faL.il. C grefs 
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grefs by promoting national corruption, 
as they and the court have made fince. 
In fhort the other extream prevailed* 
The generality of people grew as fond 
of getting out of the war, as they 
had been of entering into it : and thus 
far perhaps, confidering how it had 
been conducted, they were . not much 
to be blamed. But this was not all ; for 
when King William „ had made the 
peace, our martial fpirit became at 
once fo pacific, that we feemed re- 
folved to meddle no more in the affairs 
of the continent, at lead to imploy our 
arms no more in the quarrels that 
might arife there; and accordingly we 
reduced our troops in England to feven 
thoufand men. 

I have fometimes confidered, in re* 

fledtfng on thefe paflages, what I fhould 

have done, if I had fat in parliament at 

. that time ; and have been forced to own 

myfelf, that I fhould have voted for dif- 

, banding 
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banding the army then; as I voted in the 
following parliament for cenfuring the 
partition treaties* I am forced to own 
this, becaufe I remember how imperfeft 
my notions were of the fituation of Europe 
in that extraordinary crifis, and how 
much Ifawthetrue intereft of my own 
country in an half light. But, my lord, 
I own it with fome ihame 1 becaufe in 
truth nothing could bemoreabfurd than 
the conduct we held. What 1 becaufe we 
had not reduced the power of France by 
the war, nor excluded the houfe of Bour- 
bon from the Spanifh fucceffion, nor com* 
pounded with her upon it by the peace % 
and becaufe the houfe of Auftria had not 
helped herfelf, nor put it into our power 
to help her with more advantage and bet- 
ter profpedfc of fuccefs— were we to leave 
that whole fucceffion open to the invafions 
of France, and to fuffer even the contin- 
gency to fubfift, of feeing thofe monar- 
chies united ? Wh>t ! becaufe it was be- 
come extravagant, after the trials fo lately 
C 2 made* 
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made, to think our felveS any longer en- 
gaged by treaty or obliged by good policy 
to put the houfe of Auftria in poffeffion 
of the whole Spanifh monarchy, and td 
defend her in this pofleffioh by force of 
arms, were we to leave the Whx>le at the 
teercy of France ? If we Vere not td 
do fo, if wie were not to do one of th<fc 
three things that I Jfaid above remained 
to be done, fend if the emperor put it 
but bf our power to do another of diem 
with advantage ; were we to put it ftill 
more out of our power, and tb wait un- 
armed foi: the. death of the king of 
Spam ? Tn fine, if we had not the pro- 
pped of difputing with France, fo fuccefe- 
fully as we might have had it, the Spa- 
nifh focceffion whenever it fhduld be 
open; were we ftot only to (hew by dis- 
arming, that we would not difpute it at 
'all, but to cenfure like wife the fecond 
"of the three things mentioned above atad " 
which King Wixliam put in pra&ife, 
the compounding with France, to prevent 

if 
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if poffiblc a \vaF5 in which we were 
^verfe to engage I 

Allow me to pufh thefe reflexions 
a little further, and to obferve to your 
lordflbip, that if the proposal of fending 
the archduke into Spain had been ac- 
cepted in time by the imperial court, and 
taken efleft apd become a meafqre of the 
confederacy, that war indeed would 
haye been protracted ; but France could 
not haye hindered the pafiage of this, 
prince apd his German forces, and our 
fleet would have Been better employed 
hi efcorting thejn^ and in covering tha 
coafts of Spain and of the , dominions 
of that crown both in Europe and in 
iVpierica, than it was in fo many un- 
meaning expeditions from the batde of 
£4 Hague to the end of the war. France 
indeed would have made her utmofi ef- 
forts to have had falisfa&ion on her pre- 
tenfions, as ill founded as they were. She: 
would have ended that war* as we begun 
C$ ther 
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the next, when we demanded a reafona- 
ble (atisfadtion for the emperor : and tho 
I think that the allies would have had, 
in very many refpe&s, more advantage 
in defending Spain, than in attacking 
France ; yet, upon a fuppofition that the 
defence would have been as ill conducted 
as the attack was, and that by confe- 
quence, whether Charles the fecond 
had lived to the conclufion of this war, 
or had died before it, the war muft have 
ended in fome partition or other; this par- 
tition would have been made by the Spa- 
niards themfelves. They had been forced 
to compound with France on her former 
pretenfions, and they muft and they 
would have compounded on thefe, with 
anAuftrian prince on the throne, juft 
as they compounded, and, probably 
much better than they compounded, on 
the pretenfions we fupportcd againft 
them, when they had a prince of Bour- 
bon on their throne. France* could not 
have diftrefled the Spaniards, nor have 
3 over* 
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over-run their monarchy, if they had 
been united ; and they would have been 
united in this cafe, and fupported by the 
whole confederacy, as we diftreflcd both 
Prance and them, over-run their mo- 
narchy in one hemifphere, and might 
have done fo in both, when they were 
difunited, and fupported by France alone. 
France would not have adted, in fuch 
negotiations, the ridiculous pad: which 
the emperor adtcd in thofe that led to the 
peace of Utrecht, nor have made her 
.bargain worfe by negle&ing to make it 
in time. But the war ending as it did, 
tho 1 cannot fee how king William 
could avoid leaving the crown of Spain 
and that entire monarchy at the difcretion 
of Lewis the fourteenth, otherwife than 
by compounding to prevent a new war, 
he was in no fort prepared to make ; yet it 
is undeniable, that, by conferring to a par- 
tition of their monarchy, he threw the 
Spaniards into the arms of France. The 
firft partition might have taken place, 
C 4 perhapa 
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^ftfliapSj if th£ dle&Ofal prince of Bava- 
ria had lived, Whom the French and 
Spaniards too would ha?c feen much 
taore willingly th*m the archduke Oft 
the throne of Spain. For among all the 
jparties into which that court was di- 
vided in one thoufand fix hundred and 
ninety eight when this treaty was made, 
that of Auftria was grown the Weakeft, 
by the difguft taken at a German queen, 
and at the rapacity and infolence of her 
favourites. The French Wert looked 
upon With efteem and kindnefs at Ma- 
drid ; but the Germans were become, Cr 
growing to be, obje&s of contempt to the 
minifters, and of averfion to the people. 
The ekdtoral prince died in one thou- 
fand fix hundred and ninety nine. The 
ftar of Auftria, fo fatal to all thofe who 
Were obftacles to the ambition of that 
houfe, prevailed; as the elector exprefled 
himfelf in the firft pangs of his grief. 
The ftate of things changed very much 
by this death. The archduke was to 

have 
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have Spain and the Indies, according to 
a feooiui partition * and the Sfwuuards, 
who had cxprefled great refentrnent at 
the firtt, were pufhed beyond their bear- 
ing by this. They (boa appeared to be 
fo; for die fecond treaty of partition 
was figned in March one thouknd fevefl 
hundred *- and the will was made, to the 
beft of my remembrance, intheO&ober 
following. I /hall not enter here into 
many particulars concerning tbefe great 
events* They will be related faithfully, 
and I hope fully explained,, in a work 
which your londfliip may take the trouble 
very probably of perufing (bme time or 
other, and which I (hall rather leave, 
than give to the public. Something how- 
ever mud be faid more, to continue and 
wind up this fummary of the latter pe- 
riod of modern hiftory. 

France then faw her advantage, and 
improved it 00 dodbt, tho not in die 
manner, nor with the <£rcuaaftance$, 
that fome lying fcriblers of memorials 

2 and 
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and anecdotes have advanced. She had 
fent one of the ableft men of her court 
to that of Madrid, themarfhal of Har* 
court, and (he had ftipulated in the fe 
cond treaty of partition, that the arch* 
duke (hould go neither into Spain nor the 
dutchy of Milan, during the life of 
Charles the fecond. She was willing 
to have her option between a treaty and 
a will. By the acceptation of the will, 
all king William's meafures were 
broke. He was unprepared for war as 
much as when he made thefe treaties to 
prevent one ; and if he meant in mak- 
ing them, what fome wife, but refining 
men have fufpeded, and what X con* 
fefs I fee no reafon to believe, only to 
gain time by the difficulty of executing 
them, and to prepare for making war* 
whenever the death of the king of Spain 
{hould alarm mankind, and rouze his 
own fubje&s out of their inactivity and 
negleft of foreign intcrefts : if fo, he 
was difappointed in that too ; for France 
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took pofleffion of the whole monarchy 
at once, and with universal concurrence, 
at leaft without oppofhion or difficulty, 
in favour of the duke of An jov. By 
what has been obferved, or hinted ra- 
ther very fhortly, and I fear a little con- 
fufedly, it is plain that reducing the 
power of France, and fecuring the whole 
SpanUh fucceffion to the houfe of Au- 
ftria, were two points that King Wil- 
liam, at the head of die Britifh and 
Dutch common-wealths and of the great- 
eft confederacy Europe had feen, was 
obliged to give up. All the acquifitions 
that France cared to keep for the main- 
tenance of her power were confirmed to 
her by the treaty of Ryfwic ; and King 
William allowed, indirectly at leaft, 
the pretentions of the houfe of Bourbon 
to the Spanifh fucceffion, as Lewis the 
fourteenth allowed, in the fame manner, 
thofeofthehoufeof Auftria, by the trea- 
ties of partition. Strange Situation ! in 
Which no expedient remained to prepare 

for 
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fpr an event vtfiMy fo ne^r, and of 
fuch vail importance as th$, 4e*th of the 
king of Spain, but a partition of his mo- 
i^rchy, without hi? confent, qr his know- 
ledge I If king Wi IX i AM had not made 

this partition, the. emperor wonld have 
ms£c PWt «*d with as little regard to 

trade, to the barrier of the ftven pro- 
vinces, or to the general fy#em of Eu- 
rppp, as had been (hewed by him when 
he piflds the pnvjte treaty with ^Tftncp 
alfwdy mentioned, in one thag&R4 &? 
hundred fixty eight. The nrifiiftprs of 
Vienna were not wanting tp inf^i^t/e to 
thpf?„ °f France overtime* pf a fcparate 
treaty, as jnpre cpnducive to their com- 
mon ipterefts than the acceflion qf his 
imperial majefty to that of pjjrttfipn. JJujt 
the council? of Versailles judged very rea- 
ibnabjy, th^t a partition m*de y/itji Eng- 
land and Holland vjrould be more effec- 
tual than any other, if a partition wa$ 
to take place : and that fuch a partition 
would he juft as effectual as one made 

with 
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With die emperor, to furntth argtfments 
to the ertliffarfes of Franee> «nd mo* 
tfoes «> the Spohirh eonncilfc, if a will In 
favour of France could be obtained, t 
repeat it again $ I cannot fee what king 
WntiAM could do in fitch nkcwi- 
ftances as he found him felf in after (fair*, 
ty years ftrfcggte, except whit he didt 
rtekhwcan I fee how he could do what 
he did, efpecially kfter the re&ntrtwi* 
tstpe&kd. by the Spaniards, and the ffc- 
rious «iemofM prefented by Canai,^s 
<on the condUfioh of the fipft treaty of 
ipartitton, wk&wt *p^Jeliendittg thw dfe 
^corieo^ee^m^ldibe^wiUHh fitvbordf 
'France! He was in *hv w<tt& of ill j>«- 
Ifrical eiralitattahCes, : in ; ttet whereinnb 
one good tri&fate remains *o be taken, 
-and fcutt of wkfefe^left ^e^ two nations, 
at tike head of whoto he had' been lb 4ott£, 
to fight and oeg&tiate t&ttnfelfes and 
tfreir^f&terafcs, as. well*sth«y denrid. 

When 
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When this will was made and ac- 
cepted, Lewis the fourteenth had fuo 
ceeded, and the powers in oppofition to 
him had failed, in all the great obje&s of 
intereft and ambition, which they had 
kept in fight for more than forty years % 
that is from the beginning of the prefent 
period. The altars changed their parts 
in the tragedy that followed. The power, 
that had fo long and (o cruelly attacked, 
was now to defend, the Spanifti monar- 
chy : and the powers, that had fo long 
' defended it, were now to attack it Let 
us fee how this was brought about $ and 
that we may fee it the better, and make 
a better judgment of all that palled from 
the death of Charles the fecond to the 
peace of Utrecht, let us go back to the 
time of his death, and confider the cir- 
curoftanccs that formed this complicated 
ffcate of affairs, in three views ; a view of 
right, a view of policy, and a view of 
power. 

The 
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The right of fuccceding to the crown 
of Spain would have been undoubtedly 
in the children of Mari aTheres a, that 
is in the houfe of Bourbon j if this right 
had not been barred by the folemn re* 
nunciations fo often mentioned. The 
pretentions of the houfe of Auftria were 
founded on thefe renunciations, on the 
ratification of them by the Pyrenean 
treaty, and the confirmation of them by 
the will of Philip the fourth. The pre* 
tenfions of the houfe of Bourbon were 
founded on a fuppofition, it was indeed 
notnore, and a vain one too, that thefe 
renunciations were in their nature null. 
On this foot the difpute of right flood 
during the life of Charles die fecond, 
and on the fame it would have continued 
to ftand even after his death, if the re- 
nunciations had remained unfliaken; if 
his will, like that of his father, had 
confirmed them, and had left the crown, 
in purfuance of them, to the houfe of 
Auftria. But the will of Charles the 
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feeond, annulling thefc renundations, 
took away the fole foundation of the Au- 
ftrian pretenfions ; for, however 19ms aft 
Wight be -obtained, it was juft *s valid 
as his father's, and -was co n fi rme d by 
the univerfal concurrence df flie Bpamfli 
nation to die new fetflement he made of 
that crown. Let it fo, as Khinfc k 
ought to be granted, that the true hek« 
eould not claim agairfft renunciations 
that were, if I may fay fb, conditions 
of their birth : 'but Charles the fe- 
Cond had certainly as good a right te 
chahge the courfe of focceffioft agree* 
ably to the order of nature andthe con- 
dition df that monarchy, ifter his trufe 
heirs, were born, as Philip iheSburth 
had to change it, contrary to -this order 
And this qonftitotion, before they were 
born, or at any other time. He had as 
good * right in fhort to xiifpeiife* wfth the 
Pyrenean treaty, antl to fet it^afitieifi 
this refpett, as hitf father 1iad to make it: 
& that the renunciations' berhg anmiHed 
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by that party to the Pyrenean treaty who 
had exacted them, they could be deem- 
ed no longer binding, by virtue of thfe 
treaty, ortthe party who had made them. 
The fole queftion that remained there- 
fore between thefe rival houfes, as to 
right, was this, whether the engagements 
taken by Lewis the fourteenth in the 
partition treaties obliged him to adhere to 
the terms of the laft of them in all 
events, and to deprive his family of the 
fucceflion which the king of Spain open- 
ed, and the Spanifh nation offered to 
them; rather than to depart from acom- 
pofition he had made, on pretenfions that 
were disputable then, but were now 
out of difpute ? It may be faid, and 
it was faid, that the treaties of parti- 
tion being abfolute, without any condition 
or exception relative to any difpofition the 
king of Spain had made or might make 
of his fucceflion, in favour of Bourbon 
or Auftria 5 the difpofition made by his 
will, in favour of the duke of An jou, 
VquIL D could 
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could not afFed the engagements £o late- 
ly taken by Lewis the fourteenth in 
tiiefc treaties, nor difpenfe with a literal 
obfervateon of them. This might be 
frac on Arid principles of juftice ; but I 
apprehend that none of thefc powers, 
who exclaimed fo loudly againft the per- 
fidy of France in this cafe, would have 
been more fcrupulous in a parallel cafe. 
The tnxximfummumjust/i fumma injuria 
would have been quoted, and the rigid 
letter of treaties would have been foften- 
ed by an equitable interpretation of their 
fpirit and intention. His imperial ma- 
jefty, above all, had not the leaft color 
c>f right to exclaim againft France on this 
occafk>n ; for in general, if his family 
was to be ftripped of all the dominions 
they have acquired by breach of faith, 
*nd means much worfe than the accepta- 
tion of the will, even allowing all the 
invidious circumftances imputed to the 
•conduft of France to be true, the Au- 
strian family would fink from th* 
* - prefent 
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preferit grandeur to tharlowitate they 
Were in two or three centuries ago. Ig 
particular, the emperor who htd con- 
ftantly refufed to accede to the treaties of 
partition, or to fubmit to the diipqfiti- 
ons made by them, had not the tail 
plaufiblc pretence to object to Levis thf 
fourteenth, that he departed from theni* 
Thus I think the right of the two 
houfes flood on the death of Cka*j,S9 
the fecond. The right of the Spaniards, 
an independent nation, to regulate their 
own fucceffion, or to receive the prince 
whom their dying monarch had called to 
it 5 and the right of England and Hol- 
land to regulate this fucceffion, to divide, 
and parcel out this monarchy in different 
lots, it would be equally foolifh to go 
about to eftablifh. One is too evident, 
the other too abfurd, to admit of any 
proof. But enough has been faid con- 
cerning right, which was in truth little 
regarded by any of the parties qoncerned 
immediately or remotely in die whole 

Da courfe 



Digitized 



by Google 



36 A Sketch of the History 

courfe of thefc proceedings. Particular 
iriterefts were alone regarded, and thefe 
were purfued as ambition, fear, refent- 
ment, and vanity diredted : I mean the 
ambition of the two houfes contending 
For fuperiority of power; the fear of 
England and Holland left this fuperiority 
fliould become too great in either $ the 
refentment of Spain at the difmember- 
ment of that monarchy proje&ed by the 
partition treaties $ and the vanity of that 
nation, as well as of the princes of the 
houfe of Bourbon : for as vanity mingled 
with refentment to make the will, vani- 
ty had q. great fhare in determining the 
acceptation of it. 

Let us now confider the fame con- 
juncture in a view of policy. The poli- 
cy of the Spanifli councils was this. They 
could not brook that their monarchy 
fliould be divided: and this principle i$ 
expreffed ftrongly in the will of Ch a r l e s 
the fecond, where he exhorts his fubje&s 

\ 3 not 
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not to fuffer any difinemherment or di- 
minution of a monarchy founded by his 
predeccffors with Co much glory. Too 
weak to hinder this difmemberment by 
their own ftrength, too well apprifed of 
the little force and little views of the 
court of Vienna, and their old allies 
having engaged to procure this difmem- 
berment even by force of arms ; no- 
rthing remained for them to do, upon 
this principle, but to detach France 
from the engagements of the partition 
treaties, by giving their whole monar- 
chy to a prince of the houfe of Bour- 
,bon. As much as may have been faid 
concerning the negotiations of France 
to obtain a will in her favour, and yet 
to keep in referve the advantages fti- 
pulatcd for her by the partition-trea- 
ties, if fuch a will could not be ob- 
.tained, and tho I am perfuaded that 
the marfhal of Harcourt, who helped 
to procure this will, made his court to 
JLewis the fpurteenth as much as the 
D 3 mar^ 
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*iar&al af Txixard, who negotiated 
the partitions ; yet it is certain, that the 
acceptation of the will was not a meafure 
definitely taken at Verfailles when the 
king of Spain died. The alternative di- 
vided thofe councils, and withtmt tu- 
toring at this time into the arguments 
urged on each fide, adhering to the par- 
titions iecmed the caufe of France, ac- 
cepting the will that of the houfe of 
Bourbon* 

It hag been faid by men of great 
weight in the Councils of Spain, and was 
frid at th»t time by men as little fond of 
the houfe of Boutbon, or of the French 
nation, as their fathers had been 5 that 
if England and Holland had not formed 
a confederacy and begun a war, they 
w6uld have made Philip the fifth as good 
a Spaniard .as any of the preceding Phi- 
lips, and not have endured the influence 
of Fretoth councils in die admifciftra- 
tion of their government : * but that wfe 
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AreW them entirely into the hands of 
France when we began the war, be- 
cause the fleets and armies of this crown 
being heceflary to their defence, they 
could not avoid fubmitting to this in- 
fluence as long as the fame necefftty 
continued ; and, in fa&, We have feeft 
that the influence kfted no longer. But 
notwithftanding'this, it muft be confefled, 
that a War wis unavoidable. The im- 
mediate fecuring of cdmmerce and of 
barriers, the preventing an union of the 
two monarchies in feme future time, 
and the prefef vation of a certaih degree 
it leift of equality ki the fades of power, 
wztto points too important to England, 
Holland, and the reft of Europe, to be 
refted on the moderation of French, and 
the vigour of Spanish councils, under a 
prince of the houfe of France. If fatk&c* 
tion to the houfe of Auftri% to whofe 
rights England and Holland fhewed no 
great regard whilft they were better found- 
ed than they were fines the will* had been 
D 4 alonq 
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alone concerned; a drop of blood fpilt, or 
jive fliillirjgs fpent in the quarrel, would 
have been top much profufion. /But 
this was properly the fcale into which 
jt became the common intereft to throw 
all the weight that could be taken out 
of that of Bourbon. And therefore your 
lordfhip will find, that when negotia- 
tions with d'AvAux were feton[foot 
in Holland to prevent a war, or. rather 
on our part to gain time to prepare 
for it, in which view the Dutch and 
we had both acknowledged Philip king 
of Spain ; the great article on which we 
infifted was, that, reafonable fatisfa&ion 
fliould be given the emperor, upon his 
pretenfions founded on the treaty of 
partition. We could do no otherwife ; 
and France, who offered to make the 
.treaty of . Ryfwic the; foundation of 
that treaty^ could do no otherwife than 
refufe to confent that the treaty of 
.partition fhould be fo, after accepting 
.the will, and thereby engaging to op* 
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pofe all partition or difinembcrment of 
the Spanifh monarchy. I ihould men- 
tion none of the other demands of Eng- 
land and Holland, if I could negledl to 
point out to your lordfhip's obfervation, 
that the fame artifice was employed at 
this time, to perplex the more a negotia- 
tion that could not fucceed on other ac- 
counts, as we.faw employed in the courfe 
of the war, by the Englifli and Dutch 
minifters, to prevent the fuccefs of nego- 
tiations that might, and ought to have 
fucceeded. The demand I mean is that of 
a € liberty not only to explain the terms 
* propofed, but to increafe pr amplify 
€ them, in the courfe of the negotiation.! 
J do not remember the words, but this is 
the fenfe, and this was the meaning of 
the confederates in both cafes. 

In the former, king William was 
determined to begin the war by all the 
rules of good policy $ fince he could not 
obtain, nay fince France could not grant 

in 
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in that conjunfture, hor without being 
forced to it by a war, what he wasoblig- 
cd by thefe very rules to demand. He m*- 
fended therefore rtothing by this niegoti- 
ation, if it may be called fuch, but*o pre- 
ferve forms and appearances, and perhaps, 
which many have fufpe&ed, to have time 
to prepare, as I hinted juftnow, bdfch a* 
broad and at home. Many things con- 
curred to favour his preparations abroad. 
The alarm, that had been given by the 
acceptation of the wiH, was ihcreafed by 
every ftepthat JFYance made to-fecure the 
tiffed of it. Thus, foriiiffeticfe, the fur* 
prifing and feizing th6 Duteh' trodftei in 
the fame night, and at die famte hour, that 
Wcte difperfed in the garrifohidf ttte Spa> 
niflv Netherlands, was not fexcufcd by the 
neceffity of fecuring thofe places to the 
obedience of Ph i l i iy nor foftened by the 
Immediate difmifltbh of thofe troops. The 
impreflion it made Was much the feme 
as thofe of thfe furprfzes and feizufw of 
France in fotaner ufurpatiohs* Ketone 
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Icnewthert, that the Sovereignty of the 
ten provinces was to be yielded up to the 
ele&or of Bavaria : and every one few 
that there remained no longer any barrier 
between France and the feven provinces. 
At home, the dHpofitfrm of the nation 
was absolutely turned to a war with 
{Vance, on the death of lung James the 
fecond, by the acknowledgment Lfcwis 
the fourteenth nude of his fon as king 
of England. I know what has been {aid 
in txcufe for this mcafitfe, taken, as I 
believe, on female importunity \ but cer- 
tainly without any regard to public 
faith, to the true mtetift of France in 
thofe rircumftances, or to the true in- 
tereft of the prince thus acknowledged^ 
in any. It was &td f that the treaty of 
Ryfwic obliging his moft chriftiaa 
majefty only not to dsfturb king Wxl« 
xiam inhispofleflioi^ he might, without 
any violation of it, have acknowledged this 
prince as king of England j according to 
the political tafoiftry of the French, 
3 and 
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and the example of France, who finds 
no fault with the powers that treat with 
the kings of England, altho the kings 
of England retain the title of kings of 
France ; as Well as the example of Spain, 
who makes no complaints that other ftates 
treat with the kings of France, al- 
tho the £ings of France retain the ti- 
tle of Navarre. But befides that the ex- 
amples are not appofite, becaufe no other 
powers ackndwledge in form the king of 
England to be king of France, nor the 
king of France to be king of Navarre ; 
with what face could the French excufe 
this meafure? Could they excufe it by 
iirging that they adhere to the ftrifl: 
letter of one article of the treaty of Ryf- 
wic, agadnft the plain meaning of that 
very article and againft the whole tenor 
of that treaty 5 in the fame breath with 
which they juftified the acceptation of the 
will, by pretending they, adhered to the 
fuppofedfpiritand general intention of the 
treaties of partition, in contradiction to the 

letter, 
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letter, to the fpecific engagements, and 
to the whole purport of thofe treaties ? 
This part of the cohduft of Lewis the 
fourteenth may appear juftly the more 
furprifing ; becaufe in moft other partis of 
his condudt at the fame time, and in fome to 
his difadvantage, he afted cautioufly, en- 
deavoured to calm the minds of his neighs 
bours, to reconcile Europe to his grand- 
fon's elevation, and to avoid all fhew of 
beginning hoftilities. 

Tho king William was determined 
to engage in a war with France and Spain, 
yet the fame good policy, that determined 
him to engage, deterniined him not to 
engage too deeply. The engagement ta- 
ken in the grand alliance of one thousand 
(even hundred and one is, c To procure 
c an equitable and reafonable fatisfadtion 
* to his imperial majefty for his pretenfion 
€ to the Spanifh fucceffion ; and fufficient 
c fecurity to the king of England, and the 
[ flates general, for their dominions, and 
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• for the navigation and commerce of their 

• fubjefts, and to prevent the union of the 

• two monarchies of France and Spain* 9 
As king of England, a$ ftateholdcr of Hol- 
land, he neither could, nor did engage 
any further. It may be difputed perhaps 
among fpecuktirepoliticiam, whether the 
balance of power in Europe would have 
beta better preferved by that fchcrac of 
partition, which the treaties, and particu- 
larly the laft of them propofod, or by that 
which the grand alliance propofed to be 
the objeft of the: war? I think there is 
little room for fuch a dftpute, as I (hall have 
occafion to fay hereafter more exprdly. 
lnth\sj^cliU^or)ly^y t that the objed; 
of thiiwar, which king. Willi am medi- 
tated, and queen Avk waged, was a par* 
tition, by which a prince of the houfe of 
Bourbon, already acknowledged by us 
and the Dutch as king of Spain, was to 
be left oa the throne of that difinembered 
monarchy. The wifdom of thofe coun- 
cil* faw that the peaoe of Europe might 

be 
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be reftored and fecured : oi* this foot> and 
that; the. liberties of Europe would be in 
x\o danger. 

The fcales of the balance of power 
will never be exactly poized, nor in. the 
precifc point of equality either difccrnible 
or nectary; to be diftcrned. It i$ fuffi- 
cicnt ii> this, a§ in other human affairs, 
that the deviation be : not too great 
Some there will always be. A conftant 
attention to thefe deviations is there- 
fore ncceflkry. When they arc little, 
their increafe may be eafily prevented by 
early care and the precautions that good 
policy fuggefts. But when they be- 
come great for want : of this care and 
thefe precautions, or by the force of un-? 
forefeen events, more vigour is to be 
exerted, and greater efforts to be made. 
But even in fuch cafes, much reflexion 
is ncceflary, on all the circumftances 
that form the conjuu&ure ; left, by at- 
tacking with ill fuccefs, the deviation be 

'"'*' con- 
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tftmfirmed, and the power that is deemed 
already exorbitant become more fo : and 
left by attacking with good fuccefs, 
whilft one fcale is pillaged, too much 
weight of power be thrown into the 
other. In fuch cafes, he who has con- 
fidered, in the hiftories of former ages, 
the ftrange revolutions that time pro- 
duces, and the perpetual flux aftd reflux 
of public as well as private fortunes, of 
kingdoms and ftates as well as of thofe 
who govern or are governed in them, 
will incline to think, that if the fcales 
can be brought back by a war, nearly, 
tho not exadtly, to the point they were 
at before this great deviation from it, the 
reft may be left to accidents, and to the 
ufe that good policy is able to make of 
them* 

When Charles the fifth was at the 
height of his power, and in the zenith 
of his glory, when a king of France 
and a pope were at once his prifohers ; 

it 
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it muft be allowed, that his fituation and 
that of his neighbours compared, they 
had as much at leaft to fear from him 
and from the houfe of Auftria, as the 
neighbours of Lewis the fourteenth 
had to fear frdtn him and from the 
houfe of Bourbon, when after all his 
other fuccefs, one of his grand-children 
was placed on the Spanifh throne. And 
yet among all the conditions of the feve- 
ral leagues againft Charles the fifth, 
I do not remember that it was ever fti- 
puiated, that c no peace fhould be made 

* with him as long as he continued to 

* be emperor and king of Spain 5 nor 

* as long as any Auftrian prince conti- 
c nued capable of uniting on his head 

* the Imperial and Spanifh crowns/ 

If your lord/hip makes the applica- 
tion, you will find that the difference 
of fome circumftances does not hinder 
this example from being very appofite, 
and ftrong to the prefent purpofe. 
Vol. II. E Charles 
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Charles the fifth was emperor and 
king of Spain; but neither was Lewis 
the fourteenth king of Spain, nor Phi- 
lip the fifth king of France. That 
had happened in one inftance, which 
it was apprehended might happen in the 
other. It had happened, and it was 
reafonably to be apprehended that it 
might happen again, and that the Im- 
perial and Spanifh crowns might con- 
tinue, not only in the fame family,, 
but on the fame heads ; for meafures 
were taken to fecure the fucceflion of 
both, to Philip the fon of Charles. 
We 4o hot find however that any confe- 
deracy was formed, any engagement 
taken, nor any war made to remove or 
prevent this great evil. The princes and 
ftates of Europe contented themfelves 
to oppofe the defigns of Charles the 
fifth, and to check the growth of his 
power occafionally, and as intereft in- 
vited, or neceffity forced them to do ; 
not conftantly. They did perhaps too 
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little againft him, and fometimes too 
much for him : but if they did too 
little of one kind, time and accident 
did the reft. Diftinft dominions, and 
different pretenfions, created contrary 
intcrefts in the houfe of Auftria: and 
on the abdication of Charles the fifth, 
his brother fucceeded, not his fon, to 
the empire. The houfe of Auftria 
divided into a German and a Spanifli 
branch : and if the two branches came 
to have a mutual influence on one 
another and frequently a common in- 
tereft, it was not till one of them had 
fallen from grandeur, and till the other 
Was rather aiming at it, than in pof- 
feflion of it. In fhort, Philip was 
excluded from the imperial throne by 
fo natural a progreflion of caufes and 
efFedts, arifing not only in Germany 
but in his own family, that if a treaty 
had been made to exclude him from it 
in favour of Ferdinand, fuch a treaty 
E 2 might 
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might have been faid very probably to 
have executed itfelf. 

The precaution I have mentioned, 
and that was negledted in this cafe with- 
out any detriment to the common caufe 
of Europe, was not negledted in the 
grand alliance of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and one. For in that, one of the 
ends propofed by the war is, to obtain an 
effectual Fccurity againft the contingent 
union of the crowns of France and Spain, 
The will of Charles the fecond pro- 
vides againft the fame contingency : and 
this great principle, of preventing top 
much dominion and power from falling 
to the lot of either of the families of Bour- 
bon or Auftria, feemed to be agreed on all 
fides 3 fince in the partition-treaty the fame 
precaution was taken againft an union of 
the Imperial and Spanifti crowns. King 
William was enough piqued againft 
France. His ancient prejudices were 
ftrong and well founded. He had been 
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worfted in war, over- reached in nego- 
tiation, and perfonally affronted by hen 
England and Holland were fufficiently 
alarmed and animated, and a party was 
not wanting, even in our ifland, ready to 
approve any engagements he would have 
taken againft France and Spain, and in 
favour of the houfe of Auftria; tho we 
were lefs concerned, by any national 
intercft, than any other power that took 
part in the war, either then, or after- 
wards. But this prince was far from 
taking a part beyond that which the 
particular interefts of England and Hol- 
land, and the general intereft of Europe, 
neceflarily required. Pique mull have 
no more a place than affedtioii, in de- 
liberations of this kind. To have en- 
gaged to dethrone Philip, out of refent- 
ment to Lewis the fourteenth, would 
have been arefolution worthy of Charles 
the twelfth, king of Sweden, who facri- 
ficed his country, his people, and himfelf 
at laft, to his revenge. To have engaged 
E3 to 
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to conquer' the Spanifh monarchy for the 
Jioufe of Auftria, or to go, in favour of 
that family, one ftep beyond thofe that 
were neceffary to keep this houfe on a foot 
of rivalry with the other, would have 
been as I have hinted, to aft the part of a 
yaflal, not of an ally. The former 
pawns his ftate, and ruins his fubje&s, 
for the intereft of his fuperior lord, per- 
haps for his lord's humor, or his 
paflion : the latter goes no further than 
his own interefts carry him ; nor makes 
war for thofe of another, nor even for his 
own, if they are remote, and contingent^ 
as if he fought pro arts G? foch, for his 
religion, his liberty, and his property. 
Agreeably to thefe principles of good 
policy, we entered into the war that 
began on the death of Charles thefe- 
cond : but we foon departed from them, 
as I fhall have occafion to obferve in 
confidering the ftate of things, at this 
remarkable conjun&ure, in a view of 
ftrength. 

Let 
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Let me recal here what I have faid 
fomewhere elfe. They who are in the 
linking fcale of the balance of power do 
not eafily, nor foon, come off from the 
habitual prejudices of fuperiority over 
their rieighbours, nor from the confi- 
dence that fuch prejudices infpire. From, 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fixty feven, to the end of that century y 
France had been conftantly in arms,, 
arid her arms had been fuccefsful. She 
had fuftained a war, without any confe- 
derates, againft the principal powers of 
Europe confederated againft her, and 
had finifhed it with advantage on everjr 
fide, juft before the death of the king; 
of Spain. She continued armed after 
the peace, by fea and land. She in- 
creafed her forces, whilft other nations, 
reduced theirs; and was ready to de- 
fend, or to invade her neighbours whilft^ 
their confederacy being diflblved* they* 
were in no condition to invade her x and 
in a bad one to defend themfelves* Spaia 
E 4 aad 
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and France had now one common caufe. 
The electors of Bavaria and Cologne 
fupported it in Germany : the duke of 
Savoy was an ally, the duke of Mantua 
a vaflal of the two crowns in Italy. In 
a word, appearances were formidable on 
that fide ; and if a diftruft of ftrength, 
on the fide of the confederacy, had in* 
duced England and Holland to com- 
pound with France for a partition of the 
Spanifh fucc^ffion ; there feemed to be 
ftill greater rieafon for this diftruft af- 
ter the acceptation of the will, the 
peaceable ahd ready fubmiffion of the 
entire monarchy of Spain to Philip, 
£pd all the meafures taken to fecure him 
jn this pofleffion. Such appearances might 
Welliqipofe/ They did fo on many, and 
on none more than on the French them- 
felves,who engaged with great confidence 
^nd fpirit in the war j when they found it, 
fis they might well expedtit wouljl be, un- 
avoidable. The ffrength of France how- 
ever* tho great, was not fo great as the 
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French thought it, nor equal to the efforts 
they undertook to make. Their engage- 
ment, to maintain the Spanifh monarchy 
entire under the dominion of Philip, 
exceeded their ftrength. Our engage- 
ment, to procure fome out-fkirts of it 
for the houfe of Auftria, was not in the 
fame difproportion to our ftrength. If 
I fpeak pofitively on this occafion, yet I 
cannot be accufed of prefumption; 
becaufe, how difputable foever thefe 
points might be when they were points 
of political fpeculation, they are fuch no 
longer, and the judgment I make is dic- 
tated to me by experience. France 
threw herielf into the finking fcale, 
whsn fhe accepted the will. Her fcale 
continued to fink during the whole courfe 
of the war, and might have been kept 
by the peace as low as the true intereft 
of Europe required. What I remem- 
ber to have heard the duke of Marl- 
borough fay, before he went to take on 
him the command of the army in the 
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Low Countries in one thoufand feven 
hundred and two, proved true. The 
French mifreckoned very 'much, if they 
made the fame comparifon between their 
troops and thofe of their enemies, as 
they had made in precedent wars, Thofe 
that had been oppofed to them, in the 
laft, were raw for the moft part when 
it began, the Britifh particularly : but 
they had been difciplined, if I may fay 
fo, by their defeats. They were grown 
to be veteran at the peace of Ryfwic, 
and tho many had been difbanded, yet 
they had been difbanded lately : fo that 
even thefe were eafily formed a-new, 
and the fpirk that had been raifed con* 
tinued in all. Supplies of men to recruit 
the armies were more abundant on the 
fide of the confederacy, than on that of 
the two crowns: a neceflary confequenc$ 
of which it feemed to be, that thofe of 
the former would grow better, and thofe 
of the latter worfe, in a long, extenfive> 
and bloody war. I believe it proved fo$ 

and 
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and if my memory does not deceive tnei 
the French were forced very early to 
fend recruks to their armies, as they 
fend (laves to their gallies. A compan- 
ion between thofe who were to direft 
the councils, and to conduit the armies 
on both fides, is a tafk it would become 
me little to undertake. The efent fhew- 
cd, that if France had had her Conde', 
her Turenne, or her Luxemburg, 
to oppofe the confederates $ the confe- 
derates might have oppofed to her, with 
equal confidence, theirEuGENE of Savoy, 
their Marlborough, or their St aren- 
be r g. But there is one obfervation I can- 
not forbear tp make. The alliances were 
concluded, the quotas were fettled, and 
the feafon for taking the field approached, 
when king William died. The event 
could not fail to occafion fome confter- 
nation on one fide, and to give fomc 
hopes on the other ; for notwithftand- 
ing the ill fuccefs with which he made 
war generally, he was looked upon as 
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the fole centre of union that could keep 
together the great confederacy then 
forming : and how much the French 
feared, from his life, had appeared a few 
years before, in the extravagant 'and 
indecent joy they exprefTed on a falfe 
report of his death. A fhort time fhewed 
how vain the fears of fome, and 
the hopes of others were. By his 
death, the duke of Ma r lboro u h was 
raifed to the head of the army, and in- 
deed of the confederacy : where he, a 
ijew, a private man, a fubjedt, acquired 
by merit and by management a more 
deciding influence, than high birth, con- 
firmed authority, and even the crown of 
Great Britain, had given to king Wil- 
liam. Not only all the parts of that 
vaft machine, the grand alliance, were 
kept more compact and entire 5 but a 
more rapid and vigorous motion was gi- 
ven to the whole : and, inftead of lan- 
guishing or difaftrous campaigns, we 
few every fcene of the war full of ac- 
tion. 
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tion. All thofe wherein he appeared* 
and many of thofe wherein he was not 
then an a&or, but abettor however of 
their adtion, were crowned with the moft 
triumphant fuccefs. I take with plea- 
fure this opportunity of doing juftice to 
that great man, whofe faults I knew, 
whofe virtues I admifedy and whofe 
memory, as the greateft general and as 
the greateft minifter that our country or 
perhaps any other has produced, I ho- 
nor. But befides this, the obfervation 
I have made comes into my fubjeft, 
fince it ferves to point out to your lord- 
flrip the proof of what I faid above, 
th^t France undertook top much, when 
{he undertook to maintain the Spariifh 
monarchy entire in the pofleffionof Phi- 
lip : and that we undertook no more 
than what was proportionable ' to our 
ftrength, when we undertook to weak- 
en that monarchy by difmembering it, 
in the hands of a prince of the houfe 
of Bourbon, which we had been dis- 
abled 
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ablcd by ill fortune and worfe condu& 
to keep out of them* It may be faid 
that the great fuccefs of the confede- 
ifctes againft France proves that thei* 
generals were fuperior to hers, but not 
that their forces and their national 
ftrcngth were fo ; that with the fame 
force with which fhe was beaten, fhe 
might have been victorious ; that if fhe 
had been fo f or if the fuccefs of the war 
had varied, or been lefs decifive againft 
her in Germany, in the Low Countries 
and in Italy, as it was in Spain, her 
flrengjth would have appeared fuffieient, 
and that of the confederacy inefficient. 
Many things may be yrged to deftroy 
this reafoning $ ~I content myfelf whh 
one. France could not long have made 
even the unfuccefsful efforts fhe did 
make, if England and Holland had done 
what it is undeniable th*y had ftrength 
to do ; if befides pillaging, I do not fay 
conquering, the Spanifh Weft Indies, they 
had hindered the French from going to 

the 
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the South Sea * as they did annually 
during the whole courfe of the war, 
without the leaft moleftation, and from, 
whence they imported into France in. 
that time as much filver and gold as the 
whole fpecies of that kingdom amounted 
to. With this immenfe and conftant 
fopply of wealth, France was reduced, 
in effe<ft to bankruptcy before the end 
of the war. How much fooncr rauft 
fhe have been fo, if this fuppty had been 
kept from her? The confeffion of 
France herfelf is on my fide. She con- 
fcffed her inability to fupport what ihe 
had undertaken, when {he fued for 
peace as early as the year one thoufand. 
feven hundred and fix. She made her 
utmoft efforts to anfwer the expectation, 
of the Spaniards, and to keep their mo- 
narchy entire. When experience had 
made it evident that this was beyofld 
her power, fhe thought herfelf juftijfied 
to the Spanifh nation, in confenting to £. 
partition, and was ready to conclude a 
2 peace 
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peace with the allies on the principles 
of their grand alliance. But as France 
feemed to flatter herfelf, till experience 
made her defirous to abandon an enter- 
prise that exceeded her ftrength ; you 
will find, my lord, that her enemies be- 
gan to flatter themfelves in their turn, 
and to form defigns and take engage- 
ments that exceeded theirs. Great Bri- 
tain was drawn into thefe engagements 
little by little; for I do not remember 
any parliamentary declaration for conti- 
nuing the war till Philip fhould be de- 
throned, before the year one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and fix : and then fuch a 
declaration was judged neceflary to fecond 
the refolution of our minifters and our 
allies, in departing from the principles of 
the grand alliance, and in propofing not 
only the reduftion of the. French, but 
the conqueft of the Spanifh monarchy, 
as the objedts of the war. This new 
plan had taken place, and we had be- 
gun to aft upon it, two years before, when 

the 
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peace in one thoufand feven hundred and 
fix. I need not recall the events of that, 
and of the precedent years of the wan 
Not only the arms of France had been 
defeated on every fide; but the inward 
Hate of that kingdom was already more 
exhaufted than it had ever been. She 
went on indeed, but fhe ftaggered and 
reeled under the burden of the war. 
Our condition, I fpeak of Great Britain, 
wais riot quite fo bad: but the charge 
of the war increafed annually upon us. 
It was evident that this charge muft con- 
tinue to increafe, and it was no lefs evi- 
dent that our nation was unable to bear 
it without falling foon into fuch diftrefc, 
and contracting fuch debts, as we have 
feen arid felt, and ftill feel. The Dutch 
neither restrained their trade, nor over- 
loaded it with taxes. They foon alter- 
ed the proportion of their quotas, and 
were deficient even after this alteration 
in them. But, however, it muft be al- 
lowed, that they exerted their whole 

« ftrcngth^ 
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ftrerigth ; and they and we paid the whole! 
charge of the war. Since therefore by 
luch efforts as could not be fcbntinued 
any longer, without bpprefliag ahd im- 
poverifhing thefe nations to a degree,, 
that no intereft except that of their ve- 
ry being, nor any engagement of affifc 
ing an alliance totis viribus can re- 
quire, France was reduced, and all the 
ends of the war wete become attdiiable ; 
it will be worth, your lordflrip's while 
to confider why the true ufe was not made 
of the fuccefs of the confederates againft 
trance and Spain, and why a peace Was 
hot concluded in the fifthyefc'of the war. 
When your lordfhip confiders this, you 
will compare in yotir thdughts what the 
ftateof Eurdpe would have been, and that 
of your own country might have been, if 
the plan of the grand alliance hid hten 
purfued ; with the poffible as well as 
certain, the contingent as well as necefc 
fary, confcquences of changing this plan 
in the manner it was changed. You will 
F 2 be 
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£e of opinion, I think, ancl it feems to me, 
after more than twenty years of Vecol- 
le&ion, Ve-examination and re#e&I6ri, 
that Impartial jipfterity muft be of die 
/ame opinion j you will tie of bjpmion 9 I 
think, that the war was wife and Juft 
before the ; change bec&ufe neccflary to 
maintain that equality among the pbWers 
of Europe on which the public peacfe 
and common profpenty depends : and 
that it wis unwife arid unjuft after this 
change, becaufe unneceflkrv to this Vncl, 
and dire&ed to other and to contrary 
ends. You will be guided by undeniable 
fadts to difcover through all the falie 
colours which have been laid, and 
which deceived many at the time, that 
the war, after this change, became 
a war of paffion, of ambition, of ava- 
rice, and of private iiitereft , the pri- 
vate intereft of particular perfons ana 
particular ftates ; to 'which the general 
intereft of Europe was facrificed fo en- 
tirely, that if* the terms infilled on by the 
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confederates had been granted, njty if 
even thofe which France was reduced to 
grant, in on? thoufandieyen hundred and 
ten, had fyeen accepted, iuch a new 
iyftem of power yould have been crea- 
ted as might have expend the balance 
of this power to deviations, and the peace 
of Europe to troubles, hot inferior to 
thofe that the yrzr w;as defigned, when 
it begjup , to prevent. WhiliFyou obferve 
thi^ in general, you will find particular 
occafion' to lament thp fete faf Great 
Britain, in Jthe midft of triumphs that 
hay? been founded fohigh. Shp had 
triumphed indeed to the year one thou- 
sand feypn hundred and fix inclufively : 
but what were her ,triumphs afterwards ? 
What was her fuccefs after fhe proceed- 
ed on the new plan ? I (hall fey tome- 
thing on that head immediately. Here 
;et me only fay, that ihe glory of tak- 
ing towps^ and winning battles, is to be 
me^fured.bv tl%e utility tjiat rdfuljs from 
thofe ^idtqries, * Vi&ories >t tl»t: bring lip- 
F 3 nor 
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nor to the arms, may bring (hajne tq 
the councils, of a nation. To win a 
battle, to take a town, is the glory of 
9 general, and of an army. Of this glo-? 
ry we had a very large (hare in the courfe 
of the war f But the glory of a nation 
Js to proportion the ends (he propofes, 
to her intereft and her ftrengthj the 
mean? (he employs, to the ends (he prcK 
pofes, and the vigour (he exerts, to both. 
Of this glory, I appreheAd we have had 
very little to boaft at any time ? and par- 
ticularly in tlje great coiy undture of which 
I am (peaking. The reafons of ambition, 
avarice, and private intereft, which en- 
gaged the princes and dates of the con- 
federacy to depart from the principles 
of the grand alliance^ were no reafons 
for Great Britain. She neither expe&ed 
nor defired any thing moire than wh$t 
(he might have obtained by adhering to 
thofe principles. What hurried our na- 
tion then, with fo much fpirit and V- 
flpr, into thofe of the new plan ? YpUr 
3 Jw4~ 
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lordfhip will anfwer this qucftion to 
yourfclf, I believe ; by the prejudices-and 
rafhnefs of party; by the influence that 
the firft fucceffes of the confederate arms 
v gave to our ministers ; and the popula- 
rity that they gave, if I may fay fo, to 
the war; by antient, and frelh refent- 
ments, which the unjuft and violent usur- 
pations, in fhort the whole conduct of 
Lewis the fourteenth for forty years 
together, his haughty treatment of other 
princes and ftates, and even the ftyle 
of his court, had created : and to men- 
tion no more, by a notion, groundlefs 
but prevalent, that he was and would 
be matter, as long as his grandfon was 
king of Spain • and that there could be 
no effe&ual meafure taken, tho the 
grand alliance fuppofed that there might, 
to prevent a future union of the two mo- 
narchies, as long as a prince of the houfe 
of Bourbon fat on the Spanifli throne. 
That fuch amotion ; fhould have prevail- 
ed, in t^e firft confiilion of thoughts 
F 4 which 
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which *he death and will of Ctf A*l*s 
the fecowd prddwfed afnbng thfc igww- 
raMty -of toen^ who ftw die ftfeets luad 
armies t>f France take jtofleffioft fc£ til 
the parts *>f theSpaftiift monarchy is 
•ot to fcfe wonde)!?e4 *t> fey thofe that 
{xriflSder (ho\v 4H the generality of mafcs 
kihd art *Erififrmdd, how klckfafcle they 
are of rjudgihg, and yet hotfr ready *> 
pronocrnce jtidgnflfent; tnfoie, how ift- 
confider&tely they follow <bne «hother 
-in anjr popular qpkii6h which *be 
heads of iparty brdaoh, or tpwhicA the 
T&ft appearances *»f things Jjave given «fc- 
xafion. But, even at this thoewj, *hex;eun- 
cik ^©nghndJand HbHtad didffrot crt- 
fcrtelin this nbtion. They <a<5teil bn ^qtfife 
^toother, ^s/m^ht'be'flicwn'in n&nyin- 
;0ances, 'if &ny *dthfer befictes 'thUt bf tjhe 
-grand ailiahcewaswceffary. Whoirtheje 
councils therefore feemed to ^nticrfami 
this 'notion afterwards, dnd a&ed atod 
took eragagertaents to *tdt 'iipdn St, 1 We 
Kluft conclude ^Ih&^they ^had^her Na- 
tives, 
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tivfet. Tfcey could not harfe thde* £* 
they kfte*r> that aft the £pt*fcrd* hid 
been dtivtft by Ac two treaties of per* 
{ftion to girc their monarchy to a ponce 
<tf tfefe boufe of Suuifmi, fo they wisfe 
driven into the arms of France by the 
%*r chat we made to force a Jthirtl ?p» 
/m them. If we ftded lightly cm the 
<foincipie$ rfthe fpand affiance, <hey a&. 
ed rightly cmtihafe rf *hewS4l: andtf 
we could not avoid making an offenfive 
war, at the expence of forming and main- 
taining a vaft confederacy, they could not 
atfd&fueohafbgTifc 

cancc-of jFraraaeia a Aefanfire uwr, *ftfL 
ie^eda^inthel^iRnmgfofitt accowU 
dngTtD-whtttiI>ha« fomewhesre x>bfeitvcd 
already, by yielding Ttoi&e^aitthDrity find 
odmittrngrtbe inftnenoe ©f tthattcomt in*ft 
the oflaifisiaf '.tfactr gowramcrit. Om 
miniftcrs kaewrtbteefofe, thatdff aayittt- 
dbrdneeiwaB to ibe rdrawn sftomtbe &rft 
rpanrtrof ^smatebq, cfrraa* for fliortning* 
nwtip&langmg, tfhe'wan} Jfar*bUwii&g 

the 
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the Spaniards as foon as poffible from ha- 
bits of union and intimacy with France j 
not for continuing them under the feme 
ncceffityi till by length of time thefe ha- 
bits fliould* be confirmed. As to the lat- 
ter part of this notion, they knew that it 
wasfalfe, and £lly. Garth, the beft 
natured ingenious wild man I ever knew, 
anight be in the right, when he faid* 
in ibme of his poems at that time, 

. — - An Aujirian Prince alone 
Is jit to nod upon a Spanijh throne. 

The fetting an Auftrian prince upon it, 
-was,, no doubt, the fureft expedient to 
prevent an union of the two monarchies 
bf France and Spain -, juft as fettinga prince 
r ef the houfe of Bourbon, on that; throne, 
was the fureft expedient to prevent an 
union of the Imperial and Spanifh crowns. 
-But it was equally falfe to fay, in either 
cafe, that this was the fole expedient It 
.would be no paradox, but a proportion 
;cafily proved,, to advance, that if thefe 
r --- unions 
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iinions had been effedually provided a- 
gainft, the general intereft of Europe 
would have been little concerned whether 
Philip or Charles hadnoded at Ma- 
drid. It would be likewife no paradox to 
jfay, that the contingency of uniting France 
and Spain under the fame prince appeared 
more remote, about the middle of the 
laft great war, when the dethronement 
pf Philip in favour of Charles was 
made a condition of peace fine qua nen, 
than the contingency of an union of the 
Imperial and Spanifh crowns. Nay, I 
Igiow not whether it would be a paradox 
to affirm, that the expedient that was ta- 
ken, and that was always obvious to be 
taken, of excluding Philip and his race 
from the fucceffion of France, by creat- 
ing an intereft in all the other pripeps of 
the blood, and by confequence a party in 
France itfelf for their exclufion, when-* 
ever the cafe fhould happen, was not in 
it's nature more effedtual than any that 
f oijld have been taken ; and feme muft 

have 
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have JDeen takej). not only ^o prelude 
Cjt ARj.Ef from tpe enipire whenever the 
ca^ fcoujd happen $at happened foon, 
the4eatfr of Jil§ brdtjier Jq^pjej witJiQj»$ 
iflue piale f but fcis ppfterjty likefviije in 
all future yaca^iespf tjje imperial jbrone, 
Jhe expedient tfeat : wa§ iaken a^jbft 
Jtyfip # the jtijealy of Utrech^ 'jjbijr 
5Ybe P^pftd tfef BSW attempted ,t<rrj 7 
dicule j ]b.uf fpme pf tfoe#» fyave Jiarf ,occ^- 

W &>fc e J)** *W *? Jfa> &? ^ -f*fc 
&f W^WpW^ ,¥w>e$#tyai jt wpu^ 
flaxen ifot^d; ^djfae, ^ho %ujd 

fftfbmW ##»1? jt afte^Qur^e^e, 
^ouldp^p^.fewftfejf ri#$ulp$;. #9^. 

led^e, r ^at^e.pqn(q4er|^4|}^e^ inge,- 
^eol,qoulda?«t hut^^G^j^'s^nd, 
^nd^nk ^tipqEe^e^ali^jto^thexgi^- 
_Wion,intjei|eft ,pf jfrppifc ^.ajtpgoqh 
,pf Au&K i^^an f ^anqhof Bpu$op, 

ifta4 >!&&■ $£ «8 l 3$ifflP E9JffP> * s 

they 
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feipefc to toeftpeHoi^bFGria* BHtaihi 
might t^Afe it fas for theif partitttkf- in* 
tei^ift to have* jStfrite, depfetfcfentfor ftihfc 
tittle atfeaft'On &etai,k9rtgbf Spain, -ifei 

fotte ft he ftdbfl 5h "arty, ttratt fce hartrfalfy 
bhFfattcfe. I 'do «6t $ty, 'is foYhe *fc*e 
Me, a j^rirfde 'Wfedfe feriiily Was tfh old 
%, raftet fifth 'a jftftfce fchrtfc fitftffy 
WfiS aft old -SAfeirf^ i 3 ttfcftafe i fey ttb 
^el^t-bh ffrfe'gratfttffrfe «df ptfhtev'atta 
$m ^frtudfi petfaaftefl *&* *6 Ati'fefeh 
l^tf S^^dlHtotoafl^ Vetttrtfe 
bt'lfcaVfort ft fto <#hfcV prd^HUoft^hah 
tfr'ftfe Nfratft & tfs, 'as t *tin tiiat *>&*- 
Xip and Itis ftce Mil ttteke Wo 'tfthei- 'ft- 
'ttlrtis -tif ifoe ^irife ibh to Ftttfice. # <tfcfe 
-aWair h > ad°beeh-e'ritire'ihe^fofe, •oh'the 
"death of tfieldng 'o¥ '^aih } Hf «*eh& 
mo*eWpaftM6h, 'rffr'hVaify Wifl, 'flfe 
Whole 'fcdhaifchjr 'o? Spain <Woifl&>hatfe 
hjeen^he.jJilzfc'to'be^tight 'IRA- i Wdmr 
wihies, Wd'fif^h^fibfts^Wfe^tt'e^c 
a. to 
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to make, in the moil unprovided conditio** 
imaginable, mull have been on the fide; 
of Auftria. But it was far from being; 
entire. A prince of the houfe of Auftria 
might have been on the fpot, before the? 
king of Spain died, to gather his fucceA 
fion ; but inftead of this a prince of the 
houfe of Bourbon was there foon after- 
wards, and took poffeffion of the whole 
monarchy to which he had been T calle4 
by the late king's will, and by the vpice 
of the Spanifh nation. The councils of 
England and Holland therefore preferred 
very wifely, by their engagements in the 
grand alliance, what was more pra£tica r 
ble tho lefs eligible, to what they deemed 
more eligible, but faw. become by, the 
courfe of events, if not abfolutely imt 
pra&icable, yet an enterprize of more 
length, mpre difficulty, and greater ex- 
pence of blood and treafure, than thefe 
nations were able to bear $ or than they 
ought to bear, when their fecurity and 
that of the reft of Europe might be fuf- 

ficiehtly 
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ficiendy provided for at a cheaper rate.' 
If the confederates could not obtain, bj^ 
the force of their arms, the ends of the* 
war, laid down in the grand alliance, to' 
what purpofe would it be to ftipulate fotl 
more 'I And if they were able to'dbtaJft 
thefe, it was evident that, whiHfc they dip 
membdrcd the Spanifh i monarchy, they 
muft reduce the power of Fiance. , -This 
happened $ the Low Countries were con- 
quered ; die French were driven out of 
Germany and Italy: and Lewis the 
fourteenth, who had folong andlfo late- 
ly fet mankind at deflate, was redifced 
to fue for peace. ' ; 

If it had been granted him in onettjou- 
fendfeven hundred and fix, on what foot 
muft it haye been granted ? The allien 
had already in their power all the ftate* 
that were to compofe the reafbnable iati£ 
fa&ion for the emperor. I fay, in their 
power ; becaufe tho Naples and Sicily 
were not a&ually reduced at that .time, 

7* 
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yet the expuUion of the French oat of 
Italy, and the difpofition of Ac people of 
tfeofe kingdoms coafidcoed, it was plain 
the aJJks might seduce them when d»y 
plcafcd. The cooiademic anas wqre fiv. 
penor tiH then in Sp«in, and fcreral pea. 
vinces ackao^dge4€HAftL»the third. 
If the reft bod heea yielded to him by 
tffe&ty, all that the new plan neqiiiccdtad 
been -obteiaed. If the French twpuid 
feet yet ferae abandoned jEtarii p, os *rp 
bad ftmod AattheCaAIlians would mot 
e*efi when oar amir was it Madrid, dl 
that the oM pjaa, the fdauof the grand 
alliance required, had beeo obtained $ bat 
(till France and Spain had given nothing 
to pUBcfcde a peace, «nd *bey were in 
circumftances not to expedt it without 
purchafing it. They would have purchafed 
it, my lord : and France, as well as Spain, 
would have contributed a larger mare of 
the price, rather than continue the war 
in her exhaufted ilate. Such a treaty of 
peace would have been a third treaty of 

partition 
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partition indeed, but vaftly preferable to 
the two former. The great obje&ion to 
the two former was drawn from that 
confiderable increafe of dominion, which 
the crown of France, and not a branch 
of the houfe of Bourbon, acquired by 
them. I know what may be faid fpeci- 
oufly enough to pcrfuade, that fuch an in* 
creafc of dominion would not have aug- 
mented, but would rather haw weakened 
the power of France, and what examples 
may be drawn fromhiftory tocountenancc 
fuch an opinion. I know likewife, that 
die compaft figure of France, and the con- 
tiguity of all her provinces, make a very 
eflential part pf the force of her monarchy* 
Had the defigns of Charles the eighth, 
Lb wis the twelfth, Francis the firit, 
and Henry the fecond, Succeeded, the do- 
minions of France would have been more 
cxtenfive, and I believe the iirength of 
her monarchy would have been lefs. I 
have fometjimes thought that even the loft 
of the battle of St. Qijentin, which 
G obliged 
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obliged Henry the fecond to recal the 
dukeof Guise with hisarmy out of Italy, 
was in this refpeft no unhappy event. But 
the reafoning which is good, I think, when 
applied to thofe times, will not hold when 
applied to ours, and to the cafe I confider 
here } the ftate of France, the ftate of her 
neighbours, and the whole confutation 
of Europe being fo extremely different. 
The objection therefore to the two trea- 
ties of partition had a real weight. The 
power of France, deemed already exor- 
bitant, would have been increafed by this 
acceffion of dominion, in the hands of 
Lewis the fourteenth : and the ufe- he 
intended to make of it, by keeping Italy 
and Spain in awe, appears in the article 
that gave him the ports on the Tufcan 
coaft, and the province of' Guipufcoa. 
This king William might, and I quef- 
tion not did fee ; but that prince might 
think too, that for this very reafonLEWis 
the fourteenth would adhere, in all events, 
to the treaty of partition : and that thefe 

con- 
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confequences were more remote, and 
would be lefs dangerous, than thofe of 
making no partition at all. The partition, 
even the worft that might have been rpade, 
by a treaty of peace in one thoufand ffeven 
hundred and fix, would have been the very 
reverfe of this. France would have been 
weakened, and her enemies ftrengthened, 
by her concefllons on the fide of the Low 
Countries, of Germany, and Savoy. If 
a prince of her royal family had remained 
in pofleflion of Spain and the Weft-Indies, 
no advantage would have accrued to 
her by it, and efFe&ual bars would have 
been oppofed to an union of the two mo- 
narchies. The houfeof Auftria would 
have |iad a reafbnable fatisfadtion for that 
ihadow of right, which a former partition 
gave her. She had ho other after the 
will, of Charles the fecond : and this 
may be juftly termed a fhadow, fince 
England, Holland and France could con- 
fer no real right to the Spanifh fuccef^ 
fion, nor to any part of it. She had de- 
G 2 clined 
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clined acceding to that partition, before 
France deported from k, and would have 
preferred the Italian provinces* without 
Spain and the Weft- Indies, to Spain aid 
the Weft-Indies without the Italian pro- 
vinces. The Italian provinces would have 
fallen to her (hare by this partition. The 
particular demands of England and Hol- 
land would have fuffcrcd no difficulty, 
and thofe that we were obliged by treaty 
to make for others would have been eafy 
to adjuft. Would not this have been e- 
nough, my lord, for the public fccurity, 
for the common intcreft, and for die 
glory of our arms ? To have humbled 
and reduced io five campaigns a power 
that had disturbed and in&ited Europe al- 
moft forty years ; to have reftorcd, in fo 
ihort a time, the balance of power in Eu- 
rope to a fufficitnt point of equality, af- 
ter it had been more than fifty years, that 
is from the treaty of Weftphalia, in a gra- 
dual deviation from this point ; in fliort 
to have retrieved in one thoufand feven 

hun- 
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hundred and fix, a game that was be- 
come defperate at the beginning of the 
century. To have done all this, before 
the war had exhaufted our ihength, was 
the utraoft fure that any n*an could defire 
who intended the public good alone : and 
no honeft reafon ever was, por ever will be 
given, why the war was protra&ed any 
longer? why we neither made p$ace after 
a fhort, vigorous and fuccefsful war, nor 
put it entirely out of the power of France 
to continue at any rate a long one? I have 
faid, and it is true, that this had been en- 
tirely out of her power, if we had given 
greater interruption to the commerce of 
old and new Spain, and if we had hin- 
dered France from impprting annually, 
from the year one thousand feven hun- 
dred and two, fifth immenfe treafures as 
flie dicf import by the ihips (he fent, with 
the pennifjion of Spain, to the South Sea. 
It has been advanced, and k is a common 
opinion, that we were refrained by the 
jealoufy of the Putch frpm making ufe of 
G 3 the 
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the liberty given by treaty to them and us, 
and which, without his imperial majefty's 
leave, fince ^e entered into the war, we 
might have taken, of making conquefts 
in the Spanifh Weft-Indies. Be it fo. 
But to go to the South Seas, to trade there 
if we could, to pillage the Weft-Indies 
without making conquefts if we could 
not, and whether we traded or whether 
we pillaged, to hinder the French from 
trading there ; was a meafure that would 
have given, one ought to think, no jea- 
loufy to the Dutch, who might, and it is 
to be fuppofed would, have taken their part 
in thefe expeditions ; or if it had given 
themjealoufy, what "could they have re- 
plied when a Briti/h minifter had told 
them : 'That it little became them to find 
c fault that we traded with or pillaged'the 
* Spaniards in the Weft- Indies to the detri- 
c -ment of our common enemy, whilft we 
1 connived at them who traded with this 
< enemy, to his and their great advantage, 
« againft our remonstrances, and in viola- 
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c tioa of the condition upon which we had 
c given the firft augmentation of our forces 
€ in the Low Countries ?' We might have 
purfued this meafure notwithftanding any 
engagement that we took by the treaty 
with Portugal, if I remember that treaty 
right: but inftead of this, we wafted our 
forces, and fquandered millions after mil- 
lions in fupporting our alliance with this 
crown, and inpurfuing the chimerical pro- 
ject which was made the objedt of this al- 
liance. I call it chimerical, becaufe it was 
equally fo, to expedt a revolution in fa- 
vour of Charles the third on the (lender 
authority of fuch a trifler as the admiral of 
Caftile 5 and when this failed us to hope 
to conquer Spain by the affiftance of the 
Portuguefe,and the revolt of the Catalans, 
Yet this was the foundation upon which the 
new plan of the war was built, and fo ma^ 
ny ruinous engagements were taken . . 

The particular motives of private meh, 

as Well as of princes andftates, to protraft 

the war, are partly known, and partly 

G 4 guefled 
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guefled at this time. But whenever that 
time comes, and I am perfuaded it will 
come, when their fecret motives, their 
fecrctdefigns, and intrigues, can be laid 
t>pcn, I prefume to fay to your lordihip 
that the moil confuted fcene of iniquity, 
and folly, that it is poffible to imagine, 
will appear. In the mean while, if your 
Jordihip confiders only the treaty of bar- 
ricr, as my lord Town she n to figncd it, 
without, nay in truth, againft orders ; 
for the duke of Marlborough, tho 
joint plenipotentiary, did not : if ydu con- 
sider the famous preliminaries of one 
thooland feven hundred and nine, which 
we made a mock (hew of ratifying* tho 
we knew that they would not be accept* 
ed ; for fo the marquisof Torcy had told 
the penfionary before he left the Hague, 
as the faid marquis has allured me very 
often fince that time : if you enquire into 
the anecdotes of Gertraydenberg, and 
if you confult other authentic papers 
that are extant, your lorddiip will fee 
3 the 
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the policy of the new plan, I think, In 
this light* Tho we had refuted, before 
the war began, to enter into engage- 
ment* &>r the conqueft of Spain, yet 
as foon as it began, when the reaibn of 
thing; was ftill the &me« for the fucceft 
of oar firft campaign cannot be ikid to 
have altered it, we entered into thefc 
very engagements. By the treaty wbero- 
m we took theft engagements firft, 
Portugal waa brought into the grand 
alliances that is, (he consented to em* 
ploy her formidableibrces againft Ph 1 l ip, 
at the expense of England and Holland : 
provided we would debar ourfelves from 
making any acquifitkmj, and die houfc 
of Auftm promifc, that ihe ihould ac- 
quire many important, place* in Spain, 
and an Jmmenfe exttnt of country in 
America. By inch bargains as this, the 
wrick confederacy was formed, and bc&d 
together. Such means wctc indeed effe- 
ctual to multiply enemies to France and 
Spaing hot a project foartenfirc and fi> 

difficult 
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difficult as to make many bargains of this 
kind neceflary, and neceffary for a great 
number of years, and for a very uncertain 
event, was a proje& into which, for this ve* 
ry reafon, England and Holland fhould 
not have entered It is worthy your obfer- 
vation, my lord, thatthefe bad bargains 
would not have been continued, as they 
were almoft to our immediate rub, if the 
war had not beenprotradled under the pre- 
tended neceffity of reducing the whole 
Spanifli monarchy to the obedience of the 
hotife of Auftria. Now, as no other-confe- 
derate except Portugal was to receive his 
reeompence by any difmemberment of 
dominions in old or new Spain, the en- 
•gagements we took ta conquer this whole 
monarchy had no vifible neceflary caufe, 
4>ut the procuring the aeceffion < of this 
power, that Was already neuter; to the 
grand alliance. This aeceffion, as I haw 
faid before, ferved only to make usnegleA 
immediate, and certain advantages, for 
remote and uncertain hopes y and chufe 

to 
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to attempt the conqueft of the Spanifli 
nation at our own vaft expence, whom 
we might have ftarved, and by ftarving, 
redifced both the French and them, at 
their expence. 

I called the neceffity of reducing 
the whole Spanifli monarchy to the obe- 
dience of the houfe of Auftria, a pretend- 
ed neceffity: and pretended it was, not 
real, without doubt. But I am apt to think 
your lordfhip may go further, and find 
fome reafons to fufpeft, that the opinion 
itfelf of this iieceffity was riot very real, 
in the minds of thofe who urged it 5 in 
the minds I would fay of the able men 
among them; for that it was real in fome 
of our zealous Britifh politicians, I do 
them the juftice to believe. Your lord- 
fhip may find reafons to fufpedt perhaps, 
that this opinion was fet up rather to oc- 
cafion a diverfion of the forces of France, 
and to furniih pretences for prolonging 
the war for other ends. 

3 Before 
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Bcpoee the year one thoufend feven 
hundred and ten* the war was kept 
aKve with alternate fuccefs in Spain* 
and it may be laid therefore, chat the 
defign of conquering this kingdom con* 
tinued, as well as the hopes of fucceeding. 
But why then did the States General re- 
fute, in one thou&nd feven hundred and 
nirte, to admit an article in the harrier 
treaty, by which they would have obliged 
themfelvcs to procure the whole Spaniih 
monarchy to the hcrufe of Auftria, when 
that zealous politician my lord Town- 
shekd preffed them to it ? If their opl* 
nion of the neceffity of carrying on the 
war, till this point could be obtained, 
was real $ why did they rifque the im« 
menfe advantages given them with fo 
much profufe generofity by this treaty, 
rather than content to an engagement that 
was fo conformable to their opinion ? 

After the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and ten, it will n#t be faid, I 
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prefome, that the war could be fupported 
m Spain with any ptofpeft of advantage 
on our fide* We had fiifficicndy expert* 
enced how little dependance could be 
had on the vigour of the Portuguese; 
and how firmly the Spanifh nation in ge- 
nera], the Caftilkro in particular, were at* 
tached to Philip* Oar armies had been 
twice at Madrid, this prince had been 
twice driven from his capital, his rival 
had been there, none Aimed in favour of 
the victorious, all wMhed and a£fced for 
the vanquifhed. In ihort, the faiifrood of 
all thofe lures, by which we had been en«- 
ticed to make war in Spain, had appeared 
fufficiently in one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fix; but was £0 groftly evident 
in one thoufand feven hundred and ten, 
that Mr. Cr aggs, who was fent towards 
the end of that year by Mr. Stanhope 
into England, on commifSons that he ex- 
ecuted with much good fenfe and much 
addrcfc, owned to me : that in Mr, Stan- 
hope's opinion, and he was not apt tode- 

fpond 



Digitized 



by Google 



94 A Sketch of the History 

fpond of fuccefs, efpccially in the execu- 
tion of his own projects, nothing could 
be done more in Spain, the general at- 
tachment of the people to Philip, and 
their averfion to Charles confideredr 
that armies of twenty or thirty thoufand 
men might walk about that country till 
doom's-day, fohe expreffed himfelf, with- 
out efFedfc: that wherever they came, the 
people would fubmit to Charles the 
third out of terror, and as foon as they 
were gone, proclaim Philip the fifth a- 
gain out of affedtion : that to conquer Spain 
required a great army; and to keep it, a 
greater* 

Was it poflible, after this, to think in 
goodearneft of conquering Spain, and 
could they be in good eameft who conti- 
nued to hold the fame language, and to 
infift on the fame meafures ? Could they 
, be fo irf the following year, when the em- 
peror Joseph died? Charles was be>- 
cotoe then thefole furviving male of the 
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houfeof Auftria, and fuccceded to the em- 
pire as well as to all the hereditary domi- 
nions of that family. Could they be in 
earneft, who maintained even in this con- 
juncture, that c no peace could be fafe, ho- 
norable, orlafting, fo long as the king- 
dom of Spain and the Weft-Indies re- 
€ mained in the poffeffion of any branch 
€ of thehoufe of Bourbon?' Did they 
mean that Charles fhould be emperor 
and king of Spain? In this project they 
would have had the allies againft them. 
Did they mean to call the duke of Savoy 
to the crown of Spain, or to bellow it on 
fome other prince ? In this projedt they 
would have had his imperial majefty 
againft them. In either cafe the confede- 
racy would have been broken : and how 
then would they have continued the war? 
Did they mean nothing, or did they mean 
fomething more than they owned, fome- 
thing more than to reduce the exorbitant 
power of France, and to force the whole 

Spanifh 
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Spanifh monarchy out of the houfe of 
Bourbon ? 

Both thefe ends might have heen ob- 
tained at Gertruycknberg : why were they 
not obtained? Read the preliminaries of 
one thoufand feven hundred and nine, 
which were made the foundation of this 
treaty* Inform yourfelf of what pafled 
there, and obferve what followed. Your 
Iord/hip will remain aftonifhed. {remain 
fo every time I refleft upon them, the 
I law thefe things at no very great di- 
ftanoe, even whilft they were in tranfadfci- 
onj and thol know moft certainly that 
France loft two years before, by the 
little (kill and addrefs of her principal 
* minifter, in anfwering overtures made 
during the fiege of Lifle, by a prin- 
cipal perfon among die allies, fuch an 
opportunity, and fuch a correfpondence, 
as would have removed Ibme of the ob- 
ftactes that lay now in her way, have pre-* 
vented others, and have procured her 
* Chamillard. peace. 
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peace. An equivalent for the thirty-fe- 
venth article of the preliminaries, that 
is, for theceffion of Spain and the Weft- 
Indies, was the point to be difcufled at 
Gertruydenberg. Naples and Sicily, or 
even Naples and Sardinia would have con- 
tented the French, at leaft they would have 
accepted them as the equivalent. Buys 
andVANDERDUssEN, who treated with 
them, reported this to the minifters of the 
allies : and it was upon this occafion that 
the duke of Marlborough, as Buys 
himfelf told me, took immediately the 
lead, and congratulated the aflembly on 
the near approach of a peace; faid, that 
fince the French were in this difpofition, 
it was time to confider what further de- 
mands (hould be made upon them, ac- 
cording to the liberty referved in the pre- 
liminaries ; and exhqrted all the minifters 
of the allies to adjuft their feveral ulterior 
pretenfions, and to prepare their demands. 

This proceeding, and what followed, 
Vol, II. H put 
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put me in mind of that of the Remans 
With the Carthaginians. The former were 
refolded to confent to no peace till Car- 
thage was laid in ruins. They fet a treaty 
however on foot, at the requeft of their 
old enemy, impofed fome terms, and re- 
ferred them to their generals for the reft. 
Their generals purfaed the famemethod, 
and by referving ftill a right of making 
ulterior demands, theyreducedthc Cartha- 
ginians at laft to the neceffity of abandon- 
ing their city, or of continuing the war after 
they had given up their arms, their ma- 
chines, and their fleet, in hopes of peace. 

France fawthefnare,and refolvedto 
run any rifque rather than to be caught 
in it. We continued to demand, under 
pretence of fecuring, the ceffion of Spain 
and the Weft-Indies ; that Lewis the 
fourteenth fhould take on him to dethrone 
his grandfon in the fpace of two months $ 
and if he didnotefFed: it in that time, that 
we fhouldbe at liberty to renew the war, 
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without ireitoriftg die places that Were to be 
put into our hands according to the preli- 
minaries ; which were the moft ioapprtant 
places France poflefled on the fide of the 
Low Countries. Lewis offered to*b#ndoQ 
his grandibn 5 and, if he -could not prevail 
on hkja to refign, to furoiflb mwey to the 
allies, who might at tKe expence of France 
^<* him to evacuate Spain. The propor- 
tion .made by the allies had an air of inhu- 
manity; and die reft of mankind might 
be (hocked to fee the grandfather obliged 
to make war on his grandfon. But Lewis 
the fourteenth had 4xeated-mankind with 
too much inhumanity in his profperoufi 
-days, to&aveany reaibn to complain cvan 
*of this propoffcion. His people indeed 
whoare apt to bavegrfeat partiality for their 
icings, might pity his diftrefs. This hapr 
.pened,, and he found his account m it. 
Phi Li* muft have evacuated Spain, I 
thinkj .notwithftandinghj&own ohftioacy, 
the fpirk of his queen, and the *efolute 
attaduneirtc#^%>afiiards, ifixisgrand- 
H 2 '" ' ' father 
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father had irififted, and been in earneft to 
force him : but if this expedient was, as it 
was, odious, why did we prefer to conti- 
nue the war againft France and Spain, ra- 
ther than accept the other? why did we 
negleft the opportunity of reducing, ef- 
fectually and immediately, the exorbitant 
power of France, and of rendering the 
conqucft of Spain practicable? both which 
might have been brought about, and con- 
fequently the avowed ends of the war 
might have been anfwered, by accepting 
the expedient thatFrance offered. * France, 
€ it was faid, was not fincere : (he meant 
* nothing more than to amufc, and divide/ 
This reafon was given at the time ; but 
fome of thofe who gave it then, I have 
feen afhamed to infifl: on it fince. France 
was not in condition tp adt the part fhe 
had adted in former treaties : and her di- 
ftrefs was no bad pledge of her fincerity 
on this occafion. But there was a better 
ftill. The ftrong places that fhe muft 
have put into the hands 'of the allies, 

would 
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would have expofed her, on the leaft 
breach of faith* to fee, not her frontier 
alone, but even the provinces that lie be- 
hind it, defolated: and prince Eugene 
might have had the fatisfa&ion, it is faid, 
I know not how truly,he defired, of march- 
ing with the torch in his hand to Verfailles. 

Your lordfliip will obferve, that the 
conferences at Gertruydenberg ending in 
the manner they did, the inflexibility of 
the allies gave new life and fpirit to the 
French and Spanifh nations, diftreffed and 
exhaufted as they were. The troops of 
the former withdrawn out of Spain, and 
the Spaniards left to defend themfelves as 
they could, the Spaniards alone obliged us 
to retreat from Madrid, and defeated us in 
our retreat. But your lordfhip may think 
perhaps, as I do, that if Lewis the four- 
teenth had bound himfelf by a folemn trea- 
ty to abandon his grandfon, had paid a fub- 
fidy to dethrone him, arid had confented 
to acknowledge another king of Spain, the 
H 3 Spa- 
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Spaniards would nothave exerted the lame 
zeal for Philip* the a&ions of Ahne* 
nara and Saragofla might have been 
decifive, and thofe of Brihnega and ViHa 
Viciofa would Hot have happened* After 
all tlaefe events, how could any reafonabfe 
man expefttha* a war fhould be fupport- 
ed with advantage in Spain, to which the 
court of Vienna hald contributed nothing 
from the firft y fcarcc bread to their arch- 
duke; which Portugal waged faintly and 
with deficient quotas, and winch the 
Dutch had in a manner renounced, by 
ftegkitiiig to recruit their forces ? How 
*ras CharIes to be placed on the Spaiifli 
throne, or Philip at leaft to be driven out 
of it ? Bjr the fuecefs of the confederate 
arras in other parte ? But what fuecefs, 
Sufficient to this purpofe, could we exped: ? 
This queftion may be anfwered beft, by 
fhewing what fiiccefs we had. 

Portugal and Savoy did nothing 
before the death of the emperor JostPH j 

and 
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*&d declared in form* as fooa as h$ WW 
dsad, that they would ca$ry on the war 
no longer to fet the crown of Spain on the 
head of Charles, fince this would be to 
fight againft the very principle they had 
fought for. The Rhine was a fcene of 
ka&ion. The fole efforts, that were to 
bring about the great event of dethroning 
Philip, were thofe which the duke of 
Marlborough was able to make. He 
took three towns in one thoufand feVen 
hundred and ten, Aire, Bethune, and St. 
Venant : and one, Bouchain, in one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eleven. Now this 
coitqueft being in £a& the only one the 
confederates made that year, Bouchain 
may be faid properly and truly to have 
coft our nation very near feven millions 
fterling ; for your lordfhip will find, I be* 
lieve, that the charge Of the war for that 
year amounted to no lefs. It is true that 
the duke of Marlborough had pro- 
pofed a very great prq}e&, by which in- 
curfiops would have been made during the 
H 4 win* 
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winter into France; the next campaign 
might have been opened early on ourfide; 
and feveral other great and obvious advan^ 
tages might have been obtained: but the 
Dutch refufed to contribute, even lefs than 
their proportion, for thequeeahad offered 
to take the deficiency on herfelf, to theex~ 
pence of barracks and forage; and difap- 
pointed by their obftinacy the whole 
defign. 



Wx were thea amufed with vifionary 
fchemes of marching our whole army, in 
a year or two more, and after a town or 
two more were taken, , direftly to Paris, 
or at leaft into the heart of France. But 
was this fo eafy or fo fure a game ? The 
French expe<3ed we would play it. Their 
generals had vifit$d the feveral pofts they 
might take, when our army fhquld enter 
France, to retard, to incommode, to di- 
ftrefs us in our march, and even to make 
a decifive ftand and to give us battle. 
I take what I fay here from indifputable 
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authority, that of theperfonsconfultedand 
employed in preparing for this great di. 
ftrefs. Had we been beaten, or had 
we been forced to retire towards our 
own frontier in the Low Countries, af- 
ter penetrating into France, the hopes 
on which we protraded the war would 
have been difappointed, and I think the 
moft fanguine would have then repent- 
ed refilling the offers made at Gertrtiy- 
denburg. But if we had beaten the 
French, for it was fcarce lawful in thole 
days of our prefumption to fuppofe the 
contrary 5 would the whole monarchy of 
Spain have been our immediate and cer- 
tain prize ? Suppofe, and I fuppofe it on 
good grounds, my lord, that the Frcncji 
had refolved to defend their country inch 
by inch, and that Lewis the fourteenth 
had determined to retire with his court 
to Lions or elfewhere, and to defend 
the paflage of the Loire, when he 
could no longer defend that of the 
Seine, rather than fubnrit to the terms 
3 Xmpofed 
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impofed on htm : what fhould we hare 
done in this cafe ? Midi we not have 
accepted fuch a peace as we had r&- 
fufed ; or have protra&ed the war till 
we had conquered France firft, in or- 
der to conquer Spain afterwards ? Did 
we hope for revolutions in France I We 
had hoped for them in Spain : and we 
ftiouid hare been bubbles of our hopes 
in both. That there was a fpirit raifed 
againft die government of Lewis die 
fourteenth, in his court, nay in his fa* 
rally, and that ftrangc fchemes of pri- 
vate ambition were formed and form- 
ing there, I cannot doubt: and feme 
eflfe&s of this fpirit produced per- 
haps the greateft mortifications that 
he fuffered in the latter part of his 
reign. 

A light inftance of this fpirit is all 
I will quote at this time. I fupped in 
the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and fifteen, at a houfe in France, where 

two 
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two * perfons of no fmall figure, who 
had been in great company that night, 
arrived very late. The comverfation 
turned on the events of the precedent 
war, and the negotiations of the late 
peace. In the procefe of the coitrerfar 
tioB, one of them *f* broke loofc, and 
faid, directing has dhconrfe to me, Feus 
auriez pu nous ecrafer dans ce temps-la : 
pourquoi ne fdvez vous pas fait ? I an- 
fwered him coolly, Par ce que dam ce 
temps* la, turns n* aims plus craint voire 
ptdffance. This anecdote, too trivial for 
hiftory, may find its place in a letter, 
and may fcrvc to confirm what I hare 
admitted, that there were perfons even 
in France, "who expe&ed to find their 
private account in the diftrefs of their 
country. But thefe perfons were a few, 
men of wild imaginations and fhroog 
paffions> more entcrprizing than capable, 
and of more name than credit. In ge- 

* The dukes de la Feujllade and Mqrtemar. 
f La Feuillade, 
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neral, the endeavours of Lewis the 
fourteenth, and the facrifices he offered to 
make in order to obtain a peace, haa at- 
tached his people more than ever to him : 
and if Lewis had determined not to go 
farther than he had offered at Gertruy- 
denberg, in abandoning his grandfon, 
the French nation would not have aban- 
doned him. 

But to refume what I have faid or 
hinted already, the neceflary confequences 
of protradting the war in order to de- 
throne Philip, from the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eleven inclufive- 
ly, could be no other than thefe : our de- 
fign of penetrating into France might 
have been defeated, and have become fa- 
tal to us by a reverfc of fortune : our 
firft fuccefs might not have obliged the 
French to fubmit ; and we might have 
had France to conquer, after we had 
failed in our firft attempt to conquer 
Spain, and even in order to proceed to a 
fecond : the French might have fubmit- 

ted 4 
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ted, and the Spaniards not 5 and whilft 
the former had been employed to force 
the latter, according to the fcheme of the 
allies; or whilft, the latter fubmitting like- 
wife, Philip had evacuated Spain, the 
high allies might have gone together by 
the ears about dividing the fpoil, and dif- 
pofing of the crown of Spain. To thefc 
iffues were things brought by protradting 
the war ; by refufing to make peace, on 
the principles of the grand alliance at 
worft, in one thoufand feven hundred 
and fix ; and by refufing to grant it, even 
on thofe of the new plan, in one thou- 
fand feven hundred and ten. Such con- 
tingent events as I have mentioned ftood 
in profpedt before us. The end of the 
war was removed Gut of fight ; and they, 
who clamoured rather than argued for 
the continuation of it, contented them- 
felves to affirm that France was not e- 
nough reduced, and that no peace ought 
to be made as long as a prince of the 
houfe of Bourbon remained on the Spanifh 

throne. 
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throne. When they would think F/ance 
enough reduced, it was impoffibJe to 
gutffs. Whether they intended to join 
the Imperial and Spanifh crowns on the 
head of Ch arjles, who had declared his 
irrevocable refutation to continue the war 
till the conditions infifted upon at Ger- 
truydenberg were obtained ? whether 
they intended to beflow Spain and the 
Indies on fame other prince ? and how 
this gseat alteration in their own plan 
fhould he esffefted by common confent ? 
how poffiaSion ihoold be given to 
Oha/rxxs or to anydthpr prince, not only 
of Spain but of all the Spanish dominions 
oat of Europe; where the attachment to 
Fa ix i p was at leaft as ftroag as inCaftile, 
and where k would Aotfce fo eafy, the de- 
fiance and extent of thefe dominions coou- 
fidered, to oblige the Spaniards *o fubmk 
to another government? Thefe points, and 
anany more equally neeeffiuy to be deter- 
mined, and equally difficult to prepare, 
were Jieithcr determined nor prepared j 

fo 
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fo that we were reduced to carry <m the 
war, after the death of the emperor Jo- 
s£PH^tbottt<any pofitive fcheme agreed 
to as $ie fcheme of the fetere peace by 
due allies. That of the grand alliance, 
we had long before renounced. That of 
the new plan was become ineligible $ and 
if it bad been eligible, it would bare 
been impracticable, becaufe of thetfivi- 
fion it would have created among the tfl* 
Hes themfelves : fcveral of whom would 
not have contented, notwitWfcmdingbis 
irrevocable refolution, that the iemperor 
ihould be king of Spain. I know not 
what part the protra&ers of the war, in 
the depth of their policy, intended to 
take. Our natipn bad contributed^ snd 
afted fo long under the direAipn of their 
councils, fctr the grandeur of the houfe 
x)f Auftria, like one of the hereditary 
kingdoms uforped by that fanjily, that it 
is lawful to think their intention might be 
to unite the Imperial aqd Spanidi crowns. 
But I rather think they bad no very de- 
3 terminate 
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terminate view, beyond that of continu- 
ing the war as long as they could. The 
late lord Oxford told me, that my lord 
Somers being preffed, I know not on 
what occafion nor by whom, on the un- 
neccflary and ruinous continuation of the - 
war ; inftead of giving reafbns to fhe w the 
neceffity of it, contented himfelf to reply, 
that he had been bred up in a hatred of 
France. This was a ftrange reply for a 
wife man : and yet I know, not whether he 
could have given a better then, or whether 
any of his pupils could give a better now. 

The whig party in general acquired 
great and juft popularity, in the reign of 
our Charles the fecond, by the cla- 
mour they raifed againft the condudt of 
that prince in foreign affairs. They who 
fucceeded to the name rather than the 
principles of this party, after the revoluti- 
on, and who have had the adminiftration 
of the government in their hands with very 
little interruption everfince, pretending to 
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fid: on the fame principle, have run into aa 
extreme as vicious, and as contrary to aU 
die rules of good policy, as that .which 
their predeceffors exclaimed againft. The 
old whigs complained of the inglorious fi*- 
gure we made, whilft our court was, ths 
bijbble, and our king the penfioner of 
-France ; and infifted that the growing ara- 
fcitionand power of Lewis the fourteenth 
f fhcHil4 be oppofed in time. The* modem 
.whigs boaftedand ftill boaft, of the glorr- 
.ous figuf e we made, whilft we reduced 
.ourfelves, by their councils, and under 
.their«adminiftfations, to be the. bubbles of 
( our jpenfioners, that is of our allies : and 
r whilft we meafured our efforts in war, 
• and the continuation of them, without any 
.regard to the interefts and abilities of our 
own country ; Without a juft and fober re- 
gard, fuqh an one as contemplates objefts 
.in their true light, and fees them in their 
-true magnitude, to the general fyftem of 
; power in Europe y and, inihort, with a 
^principal regard merely to particular into- 
Ypl.IL I * refls 
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reds at home atid abroad. I fay at Jioftie 
and Abroad $ be&ufe it is not left ttufe* that 
they have ftorifteed the wealth of their 
country to the forming and maintaihiftg k 
party at hom^ than that they havedohfe& 
to the forming and maintaining, beyond 
all pretences of Heceffity, alliances abroad • 
Thefe general aflertions may be eaily j&£ 
tified without having reeourfe to ptivtftfc 
anecdotes, as your lordihip will fiftd wheh 
you confider the whole ftrles of eur fcotf. 
duft in the two Wars j in that Which pfce*- 
ceded, and that which fuc&eedrid kfcHfifc*- 
diateiy the beginning of the jfts&rtt cen- 
tury, but above all in the kft i$f thtftft. 
In the adminiftrations that preceded the 
revolution, trade had flourished, and ipsa: 
nation had grown opulent : but the gene- 
ral intereft of Europe had been tti6 much 
negledted by us 5 and flavery, undct thfc 
umbrage of prerogative $ had bedn Well* 
nigh eftabliihed among us. In thofe that 
have followed, taxes upon taxes, and 
debts upon debts, have been perpetually 
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accumulated, till a fmall number of fa- 
milies have grown intoimmenfe wealth, 
and national beggary has been brought 
upon us j under the fpecious pretences of 
fupporting a common caufe againft France, 
reducing het exorbitant power, and poiz- 
ing that of Europe more equally in the 
public balance : laudable defigns no doubt, 
as far as they were real, but fuch as, be- 
ing converted into mere pretences, have 
been productive of much evil ; fome of 
which we feel and have long felt, and 
fome will extend it's confequences to our 
lateft pofterity. The reign of prerogative 
was fliortr and the evils and the dangers, 
to wllich we were expofed by it, ended 
with it. But the reign of falfeand fquan* 
derhtg policy has lafted long, it lafts ftill, 
and W21 finally complete our ruin. Beg- 
gary has been the confequence Of fla- 
tfery in fome countries : flavery will be 
probably the confequence of beggaf y in- 
curs j and if it is fo, we know at whofe 
door to lay it. If we had finiflled the 
I z war 



Digitized 



by Google 



n 6 A Sketch of the His t o* y 

war in one thoufand feven hundred and 
fix, we mould have reconciled, like a wife 
people, our foreign and our domeftic in, 
terefis as nearly as poffible : we mould 
have fecured the former fufficiently, and 
not have facrificed the latter as entirely 
is we did by the profecution of the, war 
afterwards. You will not be able to fee 
without aftonifhment, how the charge of 
the war encreafed yearly upon us from 
the beginning of it; nor how immenfe 
a fum we. paid in the courfe.of it to fup 7 
ply the deficiencies of our confederates. 
Your aftonifhment, and indignation too, 
will increafe, when you come to com 7 
pare the progrefs that was made from tlje^ 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fix, 
exclufiyely, with the expence of mor^ 
than thirty millions (I do not. exaggerate, 
tho I write upon memory), that this pro-* 
grefs coft us, to .the year, one thoufand^ 
feven hundred and eleven inclufively. ; 
Upon this, view, your lordfhip .will.be', 
perfuaded that it was high time to take 
z , ~ - the 
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the refolution of rhaking peace, when* 
the queen thought fit to change her mi* 
xiiftry towards .the end of the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ten. It was 
high time indeed to fave our country 
fromabfoktte infolveney and bankruptcy^ 
Inputting an endto a fcheme- of con- 
duct; which the prejudices of a party, the 
whimfy of fome particular men, the pri- 
vate ktereft of more, and the ambition 
and avarice^of our allies, who had been 
invited as it were to a fcramble by the 
preliminaries of one thoufand feven hun* 
dred and nine, alone maintained. The 
perfons therefore, who came into powe* 
at this time,' hearkened, and they did 
well to hearken, to the firft overtures that 
were made them. The difpofition of 
their enemies invited them to dafo, but 
that of their friends* and that of a party at 
home who had nurfed, and been nurfed 
by the war, might have deterred theni 
from it; for the difficulties and dangers; 
to which they muft be expofed in carrying; 
I 3 for-T 
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forward this great work, ccraid efcape 
none of them. In a letter to a friend it 
may be allowed me to &y, that they did 
not efcape m$ : and that I fore&w, as 
contingent hut not improbable CYcnte, a 
good part of what has happened to ma 
fince. Thq it was a duty therefore that 
we owed to our country, to dclivc* her 
from the necefllty of bearing any longer 
fo unequal a part in fb unneceflary a war, 
yet was there foroe degree of merit in 
performing it. I think fo fittingly in 
this rnannef, I am & incorrigible, my 
lord; that if I could be placed in the fame 
circumftances again, X would take the 
fame refolution, and a& the fame part. 
Age and experience might enable me to 
a£ with more ability, and greater fkill $ 
,but all I have fuffered fince the death of 
the queen fhould not hinder me from aft* 
ing. Notwithstanding this, I fhall not 
be furprized If you think that the peace 
of Utrecht wa§ not anfVerable to the fuc* 
sefs of the War, nor to the efforts made 

ia 
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i)i ifc I think fQ njyfelf, and have alw 

ways owned, even whea it was making; 

and made, that I thought fo. Since we 

£#4 committed a fuccefsful fpUy, we 

ought to have .reaped more advantage 

jfam it *han we did: and whether we 

had left Pnnir, or placed another prince 

jpr. die throne of Spain, we ought to have 

reduced tfceppwer ofFrance, and to have 

ftrengthened her neighbours, much more 

than W© did. We ought to have reduced 

hsr power fer generations to come, and 

not to have contented ourfelves with a. 

momentary reduction of it. France wa* 

e^haufted to a great degree of men and 

money, and her government had no ere* 

dif ; but they, who took this for a fuffir 

cjent reduction of her power, looked but 

a little way before them, and reafonedj 

too fuperfieialiy. Several fuch there were 

however} for as it has been laid, thaf 

there is no extravagancy which fome 

philfifopher or other "has not maintained,, 

fy your experience, young a& yw »re ? 

1 4, muft 
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muft have fliewn you, that there is ti6 
abfurd extreme, into which our party- 
politicians of Great Britain are not prone 
16 fall, concerning the ftate and conduct 
*of public affairs 1 . But if France was ex- 
haufted $ fo were* we, and fo were the 
Dutch. Famine rendered her condition 
much more miferable than ours, at on£ 
time, in appearance and in reality too. 
: But as foon as this accident, that had dif- 
trefled the French and frightened' Lewis 
the fourteenth to the utmoflr degree, and 
the immediate confequencfes* of it Vftvt 
over ; it was 'obvious to obferve, thofeW 
made the obfervation, that whilft we were 
unableto raife in a ye&r, by fonie millions 
at leaft, the expences of the year, theFrench 
Were willing and able to bear the impofiti- 
on of the terith,'6ver and above all the other 
taxes that had beein lard upon them. This 
obfervatioii had the weight it defer ved j 
arid fufely it defefved to have fome among 
thbfe who made it; at the time fpoken o£ 
and wh6 did not think that the war was to 
^ - ' i l be 
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b be continued as long as a parliament could : 
be prevailed on to vote money. But fuppof- 
ing it to have deferved non*, foppofing thet 
power of France to have been reduced a$f 
low as you pleafe, with refpedt to her in- 
ward ftate ; yet ftill I affirm, that fuch a* 
redu&ion could not be permanent, ahct 
was not therefore fuflicient. Whoever 
knows the nature oS her governmefit^ the* 
temper of her people, and the natural ad-' 
vantages ihe has in doinmeree over all the; 
nations that furrourid- her, knows thatart 
arbitrary government^ and the temper of 
her people enable her on particular oc-f 
fcafions to throw off a load of debt much, 
more eafijy, and with confequences much; 
lefs to be feared, than any of her neigh- 
hours carl : that alth'o, in ; the; general 
courfe of things, trade be cramped and' 
induftry vexed by this arbiti^ry govern^ 
ment, yet neither one nor the other isopw 
preffed$ and the tempekof the people, and 
the natural advantages pf the country, aye 
fueh* that how great foever . her diftrefe 
• > be 
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betfjmypQJotoftime, twenty years of 
tranquility fySm *o rereftablfm her a£» 
Stiff i gn4 m eufieji bar spin at the ex- 
pent* of aU tHe itftieps of Egrppe. Jf 
aoy «ae 4o&bf& of this, let hiaa confide* 
Use certd^ior) i» wImpd, this kingdom was 
leftfpyLswMtJie ^urteenthj tfye grange. 
pttofa tfce late &&£ of Orleans played, 
4uHpg hi? fegamey a#d administration, 
with tfae whole fyftcm of jnibjic rewenua, 
and p(fiY*te property $ an4 then let lwn. 
tell WmfeJf, that |He mvenues of Ffajice, 
tfae;tcolk taken off, ej$0e4 all the -«** 
peaces of tar gonemmajg hy many mil* 
lion* of litre* already, and will eggeed 
them, by mmy mewi»^aotliery«ar« 



Ujpon me whMfl matter, my M»,the 
low and eathaufted ftstfe to w&cfe Franca 
wa* reduced, by the kft great war, was 
twtfca momentary redtnaba of her povrsr * 
and whatever real and more laftwgn*" 
&*&}pn me treaty of Utrecht brought 
about in feme inftanees, it was mot Effici- 
ent. 
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Cpt The power of France would not have 
appeared as great as it did, when England 
and Holland armed them&lves and armed 
all Germany againft her, if (he had lain as 
epcn to die invafions of her enemies, as 
her enemies lay to her's. Her inward 
fcength was greats but the ftrength of 
thofe frontiers which Lewis the fear* 
teerith was almoft forty years in forming, 
and which the folly of all his neighbours 
in their turns fufiered him to form, made 
this ftrengtb as formidable as it became. 
The true reduction of the exorbitant 
power of France, 1 take ino notice of 
chimerical projects about changing her 
government, confifted therefor in tHG> 
arfning her frontiers, and fortifying (he 
fcarwers againft her by the ceffion and 
demolition of many more places than 
Ihe yielded up at Utrecht ; but not of 
more than ihe might have been obliged 
to feprifice to her own immediate re- 
lief, and to the future feeurky of her 
neighbours* That ihe was sot obliged 

to 
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to make thefe fecrifices, I affirm waso<vings 
fplely to'thofe who oppofed the peace : 
and I am willing to put my whole credit 
yvrith your lordfhip, and the whole merit* 
pf a caufe that has been fo much conteft-i 
cd, on this iffue. I fay a caufe that has 
been fo much contefted ; for in truth I 
think it is no longer a doubt any where* 
except in Britifh pamphlets, whether the 
conduct of thpfe who peither declined* 
treating, as was done in one thoufand 
feven hundred and fix * nor pretended to 
treat without a defign of concluding, as: 
was done < in one thoufand fey en hun- 
dred nine and ten, but carried the great 
woyk of the peace forward to its confum- 
mation; or the condud: of thofe who op-r 
pofed this work in every ftep of its pror 
grefs, faved the power of France from a 
greater and a fufficient reduction at the 
freaty of Utrecht ? •* The very minifters i 
who were employed in this fatal opposi- 
tion, * re obliged, to confefs this truth* 
JJowfhould they deHy i\ ? Thofe of Vi- 
enna 
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gnna may complain that the emperor had 
jiot the entire Spanish monarchy, or thofe 
pf Holland that the ftates were not made 
matters diredtly and indirectly of the 
whole Low Countries. But neither they* 
nor any one elfe that has any fenfe of 
Jhame about him, can deny 'that the late 
queen, tho fhe was reiolved to treat 

• x c '■ ' '■' 1 -' /, . ■ » , i* 

becaufe fhe was refolved to finifh the 
war, yet was to th^ utmoft degree de^ 
firous to treat in a perfect union with 
her allies, and to procure them all the 
jreafonable terms they could expedt; and 
much better than thofe they reduced 
themfelves to the lieceffity of accept-] 
ing, by endeavouring to wreft the ne- 
gotiation out of her hands. The d!£ 
union of the allies gave France, the ad- 
vantages fhe improved. The fole queflion 
is, who^caufed this dif-unioh ? and that 
will be eafily decided by every impartial 
man ? who informs himielf carefully o£ 
the public anecdotes of that time. If 
the private anecdotes were to be laid opeii 
-■'" "" ' " '"'* " "/as 
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as well as thofe, and I think it almoft tim* 
they mould, the whole raohftroas fcene 
would appear, and /hock the eye of every 
honeft man. I do not intend to defcend 
into many particulars at this time t but 
Whenever I, of any other perfbn as 
well informed as I, mall defcend into A 
full deduction of fuch particulars, it 
will become undeniably evident, mat 
me moft violent opposition imagina- 
Die, carried on by the Germans and the 
ttatcli in league whh a party in Britain, 
began as fooh as the fir ft overtures were 
made to me queen ; before me had fb 
much as begun to treat i and Was therefore 
aft oppofitiOh not to mis or that plan of 
treaty, but in truth to all treaty; and 
especially to one wherein Great-Britain 
took the lead, or was to have any parti- 
cular advantage. That me tape'rialifts 
meant no treaty, uiuefs a preliminary and 
impracticable condition of it was to fet 
the crown of Spain on the emptor's 
head, will appear from this ; that prince 
3 Eugene, 
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EuofcN** when he &Mt M o England, 
long aft* «he d*athof Jd&EPH andclcva- 
ltk>n of CtfAR&Ss, upeff An errand riloft 
unWortJfy 6f fo great Jt man, tttafcai al- 
ways on this fijppoffitiofei and I remember 
with hd W tfrtcli inward impatience 1 afllft> 
ed at conferences held With hirii cbficern- 
ing quotas fot renewing the Wat in 8pain, 
intheVei^ltoifootiiatthecetokpi^whefe 
thetyieeh's minifteft had been told in 
plain terms, afittle before, by thafttif other 
allies, • that their maftets would not cott- 
« fenffliatthelrtiperialandBjianHhci-oWtt's 
* mould unite on the feme head.* That 
the Dutch wete not averfc to antreaty, bat 
meant none wherein Great Britain Was to 
have any particular advantage, wfll appear 
froth this? that their minifter declared 
hhnfelf ready and authorized to Ifop the 
oppofition made to the queen's itieafutes, 
by prefenmig a memorial* Whertm he 
would declare, * that his maftets entered 
* into them, and wererefolved riot tbtori- 
« tinue the waf for the tecovery~cf Spain, 

* provided 
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* provided the queen would confent that 
/ they fhould garrifon Gibraltar arid Port- 
f mahon jpjtatly withus, and fh?ire equally 

* the Affiento, the South Sea fhip, an$ 
. c whatever fhouldbe granted by the Spani*- 
f ardsto thequeenandherfubje&s/* That 
the whigs engaged in this league with 
foreign powers; againft their country, as 
.well as their queen, , and with a phrenzy 
>more unaccountable than that which made 
.and maintained the folemn league and 
^covenant formerly, will appear from this; 
.that their attempts were dtre&ed not on- 
ly to wreft the negotiations out of the 
queen's hands, but to oblige their coun- 

t try to parry on the war, on the fame une- 
, qual foot that had coft her already about 
rtwenty millions, more thanfhe ought tp 
: have contributed to it. For they not only 
continued to abet the emperor,* whofe in- 
ability to fupply his, quota was confefled; 
j but the Dutch likewife, after the ftates 
r had refufed to ratify the* treaty their mi- 
nima: figned at London towards the end 
. of 
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&t the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and eleven* and by which the queen 
united herfelf more clofely than ever to 
them; engaging to purfue the war, to 
conclude the peace, and to guaranty it, 
when concluded Jointly with theitt ; c pro- 
c vided they would keep the engagements 
c they had taken with her, and the conditi- 

* ons of proportionate expence under which 

* our nation had entered irito the war/ 
Upon fuch fchemes as thefe was the op* 
pofition to the treaty of Utrecht carried 
on : and the means employed, and the 
means proje&ed to be employed* were 
worthy of fuch fchemes $ open, diredt* 
and indecent defiance of legal authority, 
fecret confpiracies againft the ftate, and 
bafe machinations againft particular men; 
who had no other crime than that of en- 
deavouring to conclude a war, under the 
authority of the queen, which a party in 
the natipn endeavoured to prolong, againft 
her authority. Had the good policy of 
concluding the war been doubtful, it was 

Vol. II. K certainly 
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certainly as lawful for thofe who thought 
it gpod to advife it, as it h^d been for thofe 
who thought it bad tp advife the contrary : 
and the decifipn of the fovereign on the 
throne ought to have terminated the con* 
teft. 3ut he who had judged by the ap- 
pearances of things pn on$ fide, at that 
time, would have been apt to think, that 
putting an end to the war, or to Magna 
Charta, was the fame thing 5 that the 
queen on the throne had no right to 
govern independently of her fucceflbrj nor 
any of her iubjedte a right to adminifter 
the government under her, tho called 
jo it by her, except thofe whom fhe had 
thought fit to lay afide. Extravagant a* 
thefe principles are, no other could juftify 
the conduft held at that time by thofe 
who oppofed the peace: and as I faid juft 
now, that the phrenzy of this league was 
more unaccountable than that of the fo- 
lemn league and covenant, I might have 
aidded, that it was not very many degrees 
lefscrioiinal. Some of thofe, \yho charged 
2 the 
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tfce queen's minifters, after her death, 
with imaginary treafons, had been guilty 
during her life of real trcafons : and I 
can compare the folly and violence of 
the fpirit that prevailed at that time, both 
before the conclufion of the peace and 
under pretence of danger to the fucceffi- 
on after it, to nothing more nearly than to 
the folly and violence of the fpirit that 
feized the tories foon after the acceflion 
of George the firft. The latter indeed, 
which was provoked by unjuft and impo- 
litic perfccutlon, broke out in open rebel- 
lion. The former might have done fo, 
if the queen had lived a little longer. 
But to return. 

The obftinate adherence of the Dutch 
to this league, in oppofition to the queen, 
rendered the conferences of Utrecht, 
when they were opened," no better than 
mock conferences. Had the men who 
governed that commonwealth been wife 
and honeft enough to unite, at leaft theij, 
K z cor- 
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cordially with the queen, and fince they 
could not hinder a congrefs, to act in con- 
cert with her in it $ we fhould have been 
ftill in time to maintain a fufficient union 
among the allies, and a fufficient fuperi- 
ority over the French. All the fpecific 
demands that the former made, as well as 
the Dutch themfelves, either to incumber 
the negotiation, or to have in refervej 
according to the artifice ufually employed 
pn fixch occafions, certain points from 
which to depart in the courfe of it with 
advantage, would not have been obtained; 
])ut all the effential demands, all in parti- 
pular that wer$ really neceflary to fecure 
the barriers in the Low Countries and of 
the four circles againft France, would 
Jjave been fo. For Frarnce muft have con- 
tinued, in this cafe, rather to fue for 
peace, than to treat on an equal foot. 
The firft dauphin, fon of Lewis the 
fourteenth, died feveral months before 
this congrefs began : the fecond dau- 
phin, his grandfon> and the wife and the 

eldeft 
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deleft fon of this prince, died,foon after 
it began, of the fame unknown diftem- 
per, and were buried together in the fame 
grave. Such family misfortunes, follow- 
ing a long feries of national misfortunes, 
made the ©Id king, tho he bore them 
with much feeming magnanimity, defi- 
rous to get out of the war at any 
tolerable rate, that he might >not run the 
rifque of leaving a child of five years old, 
the prefent king, engaged in it. The 
queen did all that was morally poflible, 
except giving up her honor in the ne- 
gotiation, and the interefts of her fubjedts 
in the conditions of peace, to procure this' 
union with the dates general. But all fhe 
could do was vain ; and the fame phren- 
zy, that had hindered the Dutch from 
improving to their and to the common' 
advantage the public misfortunes of 
France, hindered them from improving to 
the fame purpofes the private misfortunes 
of the houfe of Bourbon. They conti- 
nued to flatter themfelvesthat they fhould 
K 3 force 
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force the queen out of her meafures, by 
their intrigues with the party in Britain 
who oppofed thefe meafures, and even 
raife an infurre&ion againft her. But thefe 
intrigues, and thofe of prince Eugene, 
were known and difappointed ; and moa- 
fieur Buys had the mortification to be re- 
proached with them publicly, when he 
,came to take leave of the lords of the 
council, by the earl of Oxford ; who en- 
tered into many particulars that could not 
be denied, of the private tranfadtions of 
this fort, to which Bu y s had been a party* 
in compliance with his inftru&ions, and 
as I believe, much againft his own fenfe 
and inclinations. As the feafon for taking; 
the field advanced, the league propofed* 
to defeat the fuccefs of the congrefs by 
the events of the campaign. But inftead 
of defeating the fuccefs of the congrefs, 
the events of the campaign ferved only 
to turn this fuccefs in favour of France. 
At the beginning of the year, the queen, 
and the itates, in concert, might have 

given 
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giVdn the law to friend ifcd foe, Witft 
great advantage to the former 3 and with 
fuch a detriment to the latter, as the cau- 
fes of the war rendered juft, the events 
of it rtafonable, and the obje&S of it ne- 
ceflary. At the end of the year, the al- 
lies were no longer iri a flate of giving* 
nor the French of receiving the laws, and 
the Duteh had recourfe to the queen's 
good offices, When they could oppofe and 
durft infult her no longer. Even then* 
thefe offices were employed With zeal* 
and with fome effedt, for them. 

Trtus the war ended, much more fa- 
vourably to France than fhe expe&ed, or 
they who put an end to it defigned. The 
queen Would have humbled and weakened 
this power. The allies Who oppofed her 
Would have cruflied if, and have raifed 
another as exorbitant on the ruins of if* 
Neither one nor the other fucceeded, and 
they who ffieSiif to ruin the French pow- 
£4 * 
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tx prefcrved it, by oppoiing thofe who 
meant to reduce it. 

Since I have mentioned the events of 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
twelve, and the decifive turn they gave 
to the negotiations in favour of France, 
give me leave to fay fomething more on 
this fubjed. You will find that I fhall do 
fo with much impartiality. The difaftrous 
events of this campaign in the Low Coun- 
tries, and the conferences of them, have 
been imputed to the feparation of the Bri- 
tish troops from the army of the allies. 
The clamour againft this meafure was 
great at that time, and the prejudices which 
this clamour raifed are great ftill among 
fome men. But as clamour raifed thefe 
prejudices, other prejudices gave birth to 
this clamour : and it is no wonder they 
(hould do fo among perfons bent on conti- 
nuing the war; fince I own very freely, 
that when the firft ftep that led to this fe- 
fW#iou came to my knowledge, whkfo 
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Was not an hour, by the way, before I 
writ by the queen's order to the duke of 
Ormond, in the very words in which the 
order was advifed and given, c that he, 
€ Ihould not engage in any fiege, nor ha*- 
* zard a battle, till further order,' I was 
furprized and hurt. So much, that if I had 
had an opportunity of fpeaking in private 
to the queen, after I had received monfieur 
De Torcy's letter to me on the fubjeft, 
and before fhe went into the council, I 
ihould have fpoken to her, I think, in the 
firft heat, againftit.- The truth is how- 
ever, that the ftep was juftifiable at that 
point of time in every refpedt, and there- 
fore that the confequences are to be charg- 
ed to the account of thofe who drew them 
on themfelves, not to the account of the 
queen, no?: of the minifter who advifed 
Jier. The ftep was juftifiable to the allies 
furely, finqe the queen took no more up- 
on her, no not fo much by far, in making 
it, as many of them had done by fufpend- 
*ng, or endangering, or defeating operati- 
ons 
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onsin the heat of the war, when they 
declined to fend their troops, or delayed 
the march of them, or negleded the pre- 
parations they were obliged to make, on 
the moft frivolous pretences. Your lord- 
fhip will find in the courfe of your enqui- 
ries many particular inftances of what is 
here pointed out in general. But I cannot 
help defending into fonie few of thofe 
that regard the emperor and the ftates 
general, whd eried the ldudeft and with 
the nioli effeft, tho they had the leaft 
rtafoii, on aeCoujit of their 6wn conduft, 
fo complain of the queen's; With what 
face could the emperor, for inftance, pre* 
fume to complain of the orders fent to the 
.duke of Ormond ? I fay nothing of his 
deficiencies, which Were fo great, that he 
had at this very time little more than one 
regiment that could be faid properly t6 aft 
againft France and Spain at his fole dharge; 
as I affirmed to prince Eugene* before the 
lords of thd council, and demdfiftrated 
upon paper the next day, I fay'ridthing 

of 
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of all that preceded the year one thou- 
fend feven hundred and feven, on whicto 
I fhould have much to fay* But I defird 
your lordihip only to confidef , what yout 
Wilt find to have paffed after the famow 
year one thoufand feven hundred antf 
fix. Was it with the queen's approba«> 
tion oragakifther will, that the empeiror 
made the treaty for the evacuation of 
Lombardy, and let out fo great a number 
of French regiments time enough to reenrie 
themfelves at home, to march into Spain> 
and todeftroy theBritifh forces at Alman-* 
za? Was it wkh her approbation? dt 
againft her will, that inftead of employ- 
ing all his forces and all his endeavours, 
to make the greateft deiign of the whold 
war, the enterprize on Thoulon, fucceed* 
he detached twelve thoufand men to* re-f 
duce the kingdom of Naples, that muft 
have fallen of courft ? and that an op* 
portuiuty of ruining the whole maritime 
force of France, and of rtrihing: or fubdu* 
fog her provinces on that fidc> warloih 

merely 
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merely by this unneceflary diverfion, and 
by the conduct of prince Eugene, which 
left no room to doubt that he gave occa- 
fion to this fatal difappointment on pur-, 
pofe, and in concert with the court of 
Vienna, 

Turn your eyes, my lord, on the con- 
duit of the ftates, and you will find rea- 
fon to be aflonifhed at the arrogance of 
the men who governed in them at this 
time, and who prefumed to exclaim againft 
a queen of Great Britain, for doing what 
their deputies had done more than once in 
that very country, and in the courfe of 
that very war. In the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and twelve, at the 
latter end of a war, when conferences 
for treating a peace were opened, when 
the leaft finifter event in the field would 
take off from that fuperiority which the 
allies had in the congrefs, and when the 
paft fuccefs of the war had already given 
them as much of this fuperiority as they 
3 wanted 
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wanted to obtain a fafe, advantageous, ho- 
norable and lafting peace, the queen 
dire&ed her general to fufpend till further 
order the operations of her troops. In 
one thoufand feven hundred and three, 
in the beginning of a war, when fomething 
was to be rifqued or no fuccefs to be ex- 
pe&ed, and when the bad fituation of 
affairs in Germany and Italy required in a 
particular manner, that efforts fhould be 
made in the Low Countries, and that the 
war fhould not languifh there whilft it 
was unfuccefsful every where elfe 5 the 
duke of M a rl bqrou g » determined to at- 
tack the French, but the Dutch deputies 
would not fuffer their troops to go on ; 
defeated his defign in the very moment 
of it's execution, if I remember well, 
and gave no other reafon for their pro- 
ceeding than that whiph is a reafon a- 
gainft every battle, the poffibility of 
being beaten. The circumftance of 
proximity to their frontier was urged 
I know, and it was faid, that their pro- 
vinces 
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vinces would be cxpofed to the incurfiv 
ons q£ the French if they loft the bat- 
tie. But befid^s other anfwers to this 
vain pretence, it was obvious that they 
had ventured battles as near home as this 
would have been fought, and that the 
way to remove the enemy farther off 
was by a&ion not inadtion. Upon the 
whole matter; the Dutch deputies flop- 
ped the ppogrefs of the confederate ar- 
my at this time, by exercifing an arbi- 
trary and independent authority over the 
troops of the ffetes. In one thou- 
fand feven hundred and five, when 
the fiiecefe of the preceding campaign 
fliould have given them an entire 
confidence in the duke of Marl* 
borough's ednduft, when returning 
from the Mofetle to the Low Coun- 
tries, he began to make himfelf 
aftd the common caufe Amends, for 
the difappointment which pique and 
jealoufy in the prince of Baj>£n, yt 
fcfual fletfe and negligence in the 
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Germans, had occafioned juft before, 
by forcing the French lines; when he 
was in the full purfuit of this advan- 
tage, and when he was marching to at- 
tack an enemy . half defeated, and more 
tjian half difpirited 5 nay when he had 
ipade his difpQfitiops for attacking, and 
part of his tropps had paffed the Byie-r-* 
the deputies pf the ftates once more tyed 
up his hands, took from him an oppor-? 
QmitytQofairtoheloft; forthefe,Ithink, 
were fome pf the terms of his complaint : 
and in ihort the confederacy received an 
affront at Jeaft, where we mighthave ob- 
tained a yi&ory. Let this that has been 
faid fery? as a fpeqinaen of the indepen^ 
dency ©nthe queen, her councils, and her 
generals, with which thefe powers a&ed 
in the cowfe pf the war; who were not 
afhamed to find fault that the queen, 
once, and at the latter end of it, pre- 
fupied to fufpcnd the operations of her 
troops till farther order. But be it that 
they fbrefaw what this farther order 

would 
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would be. They forefaw then, that ad 
foonas Dunkirk fhould be put into the 
queen's hands, fhe would confent to a 
fufpenfion of arms for two months, And 
invite them.to do the fame. Neither this 
forefight, nor the ftrong declaration which 
the bifliop of Briftol made by the queen's 
order at Utrecht, and which fhewedthem. 
that her refolution was taken not to fubmit 
to the league into which they had enter- 
ed againft her, could prevail on them to 
make a right ufe of thefe two months* by 
endeavouring to renew their union and 
good underftanding with; the queen ; 
tho I can fay with the greateft truth, 
and they could not doubt of it at the 
time, that flie would have gone more thai* 
half-way to meet them, and that her 
minifters would have done their utmoft 
to bring it about. Even then we 
might have refumed the fuperiority we 
begau to lofe in the congrefs ; for 
the queen, and. the ftates uniting, the 
principal allies would have united with 

them 
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them : and, in this cafe, it would have been 
fo much the intereft of France to avoid 
any chance of feeing the war renewed, 
that flie muft, and flie would, have made 
fure of peace, during the fufpenfion, on 

much worfe terms for hcrfelf and for 

1 

Spain, than fhe made it afterwards. But 
the prudent and fober States continued to 
aflb like froward children, or like men 
drunk with refentment and paffion ; and 
fuch will the conduft be of the wifeft 
governments in every circumftance, where 
a fpirit of faction and of private intereft 
prevails, among thofe who are at the head, 
over reafon of ftate. After laying afide all 
decency in their behaviour towards the 
Queen, they laid afide all caution for them- 
felves. They declared " they would car- 
" ry on the war without her." Landrecy 
feemed, in their efteem, of more im- 
portance than Dunkirk : and the oppor- 
tunity of wafting fome French provinces, 
or of putting the whole event of the war 
on the decifion of another battle, preferable 

L to 
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to the other meafure that lay open t* 
them ; that, I mean, of trying, m good 
earned, and in an honeft concert with the 
Queen, during the ftifpenfion of arms, 
whether fiich terms of peace, as ought to 
fatisfy them and the other allies, might 
not be impofed on France ? 

If the confederate army had broke into 
France, the campaign before this, or in 
any former campaign ; and if the Germans 
and the Dutch had exercifed then the 
iame inhumanity, as the French had ex- 
ercifed in their provinces in former wars ; 
if they had burned Verfailles, and even 
Paris, and if they had difturbed the afhefc 
©f the dead princes that repofe at Saint 
Denis, every good man would have felt 
the horror, that fuch cruelties infpire 1 no 
man could have £ud that the retaliation 
was unjuft. But in one thou&nd fever* 
hundred and twelve, it was too late, in* 
every refpeft, to meditate fuch projedts^ 
If the French had been unprepared to 

defend 
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defend their frontier, either for want of 
means, or in a vain confidence, that the 
peace Would be made, as our king 
Charles the fecond was unprepared to 
defend his coaft at the latter end of his 
firft war with Holland, the allies might 
have played a fure game in fatisfying their 
vengeance on the French, a? die Dutch 
did on us in one thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty feven; and impofing harder 
terms on them, than thofe they offered, 
or would have accepted. But this was 
not the cafe. The French army wa&, I 
believe, more numerous than the army of 
the allies, even before feparation, and cer- 
tainly in much abetter condition than two 
or three years before, when a deluge of 
blood was fpilt to diflodge them, for we 
did no more, at Malplaquet. Would the 
Germans and the Dutch have found it more 
eafy to force them at this time, than it was 
at that ? Would not the French have 
fought with as much obftinacy to fave> 
Paris, as they did to fave Mons? and, 
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with all the regard due to the duke d£ 
Ormonde and to prince Eugene, was 
the abfenoeofthedtike ofMARLBORouGR 
of no confequence ? Turn this affair every 
way in your thoughts, my lord, and you 
will find that the Germans and the Dutch 
had nothing in theirs, but to break, at any 
rate, and at any rifque, the negotiations 
that were begun, and to reduce Great 
Britain to the neeeflky of continuing, what 
(he had been too long, a province of the 
confederacy. A province indeed, and not 
one of the beft treated 5 fince the confe- 
derates affumed a right of obliging her to 
keep her pa<5ts with them, and of difpenf- 
irig with their obligations to her; of ex- 
haufting her, without rule, or proportion, 
or meafure, in the fupport of a W^r, to 
which fhe alone contributed more than all 
of them, and in which (he had no longer 
an immediate intereft, nor even any remote 
intereft that was not common, or, with 
refpedl to her, very dubious ; and, after 
all this, of complaining that the Queen 
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prefumed to hearken to overtures of peace, 
and to fet a negotiation on foot, whilfl 
their humour and ambition required that 
the war fhould be prolonged for an inde- 
finite time, and for a purpofe that was 
either bad or indeterminate. 

The fufpenfion of arms, that bqgan in 
the Low Countries, was continued, and 
extended afterwards by the a& I figned at 
Fpntainebleau. The fortupe of the war 
turned at the fame time: and all thofe 
difgraces followed, which obliged the 
Dutch to treat, and to defire the affiftance 
of the Queen, whom they had fet at de- 
fiance fo lately. This afliftance they had, 
as effe&ually as it could be given in the 
circumftances, to which they had reduced 
themfelves, and the whole alliance : and 
the peace of Great Britain, Portugal, Savoy, 
Pruffia, and the States General, was made, 
without his Imperial majefty's concurrence, 
in the fpring of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and thirteen ; as it might have beei* 

L 3 made, 
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made, much moreadvantageoufly for them 
all, in that of one thoufand feven hundred 
and twelve. Lefs obftinacy on the part 
of the States, and perhaps more deciiive 
refolutions on the part of the Queen, 
Ivould have wound up all thefe divided 
threads in one, and have finilhed this 
great work much fooner and better. I 
fay, perhaps more decifive refolutions on 
the part pf the Qgeen ; becaufe, altho 
I think that I fhoujd have conveyed her 
orders for figning a treaty of peace with 
France, before the armies took the field, 
much more willingly, than J executed 
(hem afterwards in figning that of the 
ceflation of arms ; yet I do not prefume 
to decide, but fhall defire your lordfhip to 
do fo, on a review of ajl circumftances, 
fome of which I fhall juft mention. 

The league made for protrafting the 
war having oppofed the Queen to the ut- 
moft of their power, and by means of every 
fort, from the firft appearances of a nego- 
tiation ; 
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Nation ; the general efFeft, of this violent 
oppofition, on her and her minifters was, 
to make them proceed by flower and more 
cautious fteps : 4he particular effect of it 
was, to oblige them to open die eyes of 
the nation, and to inflame the people with 
a defire of peace, by fhewing, in the moft 
public and folemn manner, how unequally 
we were burdened, and how unfairly we 
were treated by our allies. The firft gaw 
an air of diffidence and timidity to their 
condudt, which encouraged the league, 
and gave vigour to the oppofition. The 
fecond irritated the Dutch particularly; 
for the emperor and the other allies had 
the modefty at leaft, not to pretend to bear 
any proportion in the expence of the war:- 
and thus the two powers, whofe union 
was die moft eflential, were the moft at 
variance, and the Queen was obliged to 
aft in a clofer concert with her enemy 
who defired peace, than fhe would have 
done if her allies had been lefs obftinately 
bent to protradt the war. During thefe 
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tranfaftions, my lord Oxford, who had; 
his correfpondencies apart, and a private 
thread of negotiation always in his hands, 
entertained hopes that Philip would be 
brought to abandon Spain in favour of his 
father-in-law, and to content himfelf with 
the ftates of that prince, the kingdom of 
Sicily, and the prefervation of his right of 
fucceffion to the crown of France. Whe- 
ther my lord had any particular reafons. 
for entertaining thefe hopes, befides the 
general reafons founded on the condition 
of France, on that of the Bourbon family, 
and on the difpofition of Lewis the four- 
teenth, I doubt very much. That Lewis, 
who fought, and hadneed of feeking peace, 
almoft at any rate, and who faw that he 
could not obtain it, even of the Queen, 
unlefsPHiLiP abandoned immediately the 
crown of Spain, or abandoned immediate- 
ly, by renunciation and a folemn aft of 
exclufion, all pretention to that of France 5 
that Lewis was defirous of the former, 
I cannot doubt. That Philip would 

have 
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have abandoned Spain, with the equiva- 
lents that have been mentioned, or either* 
of them, I believe likewife ; if the prefent 
king of France had died, when his father,: 
mother, and eldeft brother did : for they: 
all Jiad the feme diftemper. : But Lewi s " 
would ufe no violent means to force his> 
grandfon •, the Queen would not continue 
the war to force him ; Phi! if was too- 
obftinate, and his wife too ambitious, to 
quit the crown of Spain, when they had* 
difcovered our weaknefs, and; felt theirs 
own ftrength in that country*' by theirs 
fuccefs in the campaign of one thoufend? 
feven hundred and ten : after which ' thy 
lord Stanhope himfelf was convinced 
that Spain could not be conquered, nor 
kept, if it was conquered, without a much 
greater army, than it was poflible for us 
to fend thither. In that fituation it was 
wild to imagine, as jhe earl of Oxford 
imagined, or pretended to imagine, that 
they would quit the crown of Spain, for 
4 remote and uncertain profpedt of fuc- 
pepding to that of France, and to content* 

them- 
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themfelves to be, in the mean time, princes 
of very fmall dominions. Phil ip there- 
fore, after firuggling long that he might 
not be obliged to make his option till the 
fucccflion of France lay open to him, 
was obliged to make it, and made it, for 
Spain. Now this, my lord, was the very 
erifis of the negotiation; and to this point 
I apply what I laid above of the effeft 
of more decifive refohxtions on the part 
of the Queen. It was plain, that, if Ac 
made the campaign in concert with her 
allies, fhe pould be no longer miftrefs of 
the negotiations, nor have almoft a chance 
for conducting them to the iffue (he pro- 
posed. Our ill fuccefs in the field would 
have rendered the French lefs tradable 
in the congrefs : our good fuccefs there 
would have rendered the allies fo. On 
this principle the Queen . fufpendtd the 
operations of her troops, , and then conclud- 
ed tfc cefiation. 

Compare now the appearances and 
efle# of this meafure, with the appear- 
ances 
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ances add effe&, that another meafure 
would have had. In order to arrive at 
any peace, it was necefiary to do what 
die Queen did, or to do more : and, irt 
order to arrive at a good one, it was ne~ 
ceflary to be prepared to carry on the war* 
as well as to make a (hew of it j for fhe 
had the hard talk upon her, of guarding 
againft her allies, and her enemies both. 
But in that ferment, when few men con- 
sidered any thing coolly, the conduct of 
her general, after he took the field, tho 
he covered the allies in the fiqge of Que£- 
noy, correfponded ill, in appearance, with 
the declarations of carrying on the war 
vigorottfly, that had been made, on fcveral 
occafions, before the campaign opened, . 
It had an air of double dealing $ and as 
fuch it paffed among thofe, who did not 
combine in their thoughts all th» circum- 
stances of the conjuncture, or wko were 
infatuated with the notional neceffity of 
continuing the war. The clamour could 
p*ot have been greater, if the Queen had 

figned 
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figned her peace feparately : and, I, think* 
the appearances might have been explained 
as favourably in one cafe, as in the other, 
Fropi the death of the empferor Joseph, 
it was neither our intereft, nor thecqmmon 
^tereft; well underftoocj, to fet the crown 
of Spain on the prefent emperor's, head. 
As foon therefore as Phi lip had made 
his option, and if fhfc had taken this refo- 
lution early, his, option w;oul4 have been 
Iboner made, I prefume that, the Queen 
nughf have, declared, that fhe t would not 
continue the war anhour longfcr .to pro- 
cure Spain for his. Imperial majefty ; that 
the engagements, (he had taken whilft he 
was archduke, bound her no more; that* 
by his acceffion to the epapire, the very 
nature .of them was altered ; that (he took 
effe&ual meafufe* to prevent, in any fu- 
ture time, an union of the crowns of 
France and Spain $ and, upon the fame 
principle, would not confent, much lefs 
fight, to bring about an immediate union 
of the Imperial and Spanifh crowns 5 that 

they, 
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they, who infifted to protra& the war, 
intended this union ; that they could in- 
tend nothing eife, fince they ventured to 
break with her, rather than to treat, and 
were So eager to put the reafonable fatif- 
fadion, that they might have in every 
other cafe without hazard, on the uncer- 
tain events of war ; that (he would not be 
impofedon any longer in this manner, and 
that (he had ordered her minifters to fign 
her treaty with France, on the furreftder 
of Dunkirk into her hands; that fhe pre- 
tended not to prefcribe to her allies, but 
that (he had infifted, in their behalf, on 
certain conditions, that France was obliged 
to grant to thofe of them, who (hould fign 
their treaties at the fame time as (he did, 
or who fhouUf confent to an immediate 
cefiation of arms, and during the ceflation 
treat under her' mediation. There had 
been more franknefs, and more dignity in 
this proceeding, and the efFedt muft have 
been more advantageous. France would 
have granted more for a feparate peace, 

than 
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than for a ceflation : and the Dutch would 
have been more influenced by. the profpeft 
of one, than of the other ; especially fince 
this proceeding would have been very dif* 
ferent from theirs at Munfter, and at 
Nimeghen, where they abandoned their 
allies, without any other pretence than the 
particular advantage they found in doing 
fb. A fiifpenfion of the operations of the 
Queen's troops, nay a ceflation of arm* 
between her and France, was not defini- 
tive ; and they might, and they did, hope 
to drag her bade under their, and the 
German yoke. This therefore was not 
fufficient to check their obftinacy, nor to 
hinder them from making all the unfor- 
tunate hafte they did make to get them* 
felves beaten at Denain. But they would 
poflibly have laid afide their vain hopes, 
if they had feen the Queen's minifters 
ready to fignher treaty of peace, and thofe 
of fome principal allies ready to fign at the 
fame time; in which cafe the mifchief, 
that followed, had been prevented, and 
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better terms of peace had been obtained 
for the confederacy : a prince of the 
houfe of Bourbon, who could never be 
king of France, would have fat on the 
Spanifh throne, inftead of an emperor: 
the Spanifh fcepter would have been 
weakened in the hands of one, and the 
Imperial fcepter would have been ftrength- 
cned in thofe of the other : France would 
have had no opportunity of recovering 
from former blows, nor of finifhing a long 
unfuccefsful war by two fuccefcfiil cam- 
paigns : her ambition, and her power, 
would have declined with her old king, 
and under the minority that followed c 
one of them at leaft might have been fo 
reduced by the terms of peace, if the de- 
feat of the allies in one thoufand feven 
hundred and twelve, and the lofs of fo 
many towns as the French took in that 
and the, following year, had been prevented, 
that the other would have been no longer 
formidable, even fuppofing it to have con- 
tinued ; whereas I fuppofe that the tran^ 
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quillity of . Europe is more due, at thife 
time, to wiot of ambition, than to want 
of power, on the part of France* But, 
to carry the comparifon of thefe two mea- 
fures to the end, it may be fuppofed that 
the Dutch would have taken the fame 
part, on the Queen's declaring a feparate 
peace, as they took on her declaring a 
ceffation. The preparations for the cam- 
paign in the Low Countries were made; 
the Dutch, like the other confederates, 
had a juft confidence in their own troops, 
and an unjuft contempt for thofe of the 
enemy ; they were tranfported from their 
ufual fobriety and caution by the ambitious 
prqfpeft of large acquifitions, which had 
heen opened artfully to them * the reft of 
the confederate army was compofed of 
Imperial and German troops ; fo that the 
Dutch, the Imperialifts, and the other 
Germans,havingan intereft to decide which 
was no longer the intereft of the whole 
confederacy, they might have united a- 
gainft the Queen v in one cafe, as they did 

in 
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in the other; and the mifchief, that 
followed to them and the common caufe, 
might not have been prevented; This 
might have been the cafe, no doubt. 
They might have flattered themfelves 
that they fhould be able to break into 
France* and to force Philip, by the 
diftrefs brought on his grandfather, to re- 
fign the crown of Spain tQ the emperor, 
even after Great Britain, and Portugal, 
and Savoy too perhaps, were drawn out 
of the war 5 for thefe princes defired as 
little, as the Queen, to fee the Spanifh 
crown on the emperor's head. But, even 
in this cafe, tho the madnefs would have 
been greater, the effeft would not have 
been worfe. The Queen would have 
been able to ferve thefe confederates as 
well by being mediator in the negotia- 
tions, as they left it in her power to do, 
by being a party in them: and Great 
Britain would have had the advantage of 
being delivered fo much fooner from 
a burden, which whimfical and wicked 
Vol. II. M politics 
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politics had impofed, and continued upon 
her, till it was become intolerable. Of 
thefe two meafures, at the time when we 
might have taken either, there were per- 
fons who thought the laft preferable to the 
former. But it never came into public 
debate. Indeed it never could j too much 
time having been loft in waiting for the 
option of Phil i p, and the fufpenfion and 
ceflation having been brought before the 
council rather as a meafure taken, than a 
matter to be debated. If your lordfhip, 
or any one elfe, fhould judge, that, in fuch 
circumftances as thofe of the confederacy 
in the beginning of one thoufand {even 
hundred and twelve, the latter meafure 
ought to have been taken, and the Gordian 
knot to have been cut, rather than to 
iuffer a mock treaty to languifh on, with 
£o much advantage to the French as the 
difunion ofxthe allies gave them $ in fbort, 
if flownefs, perplexity, inconfiftency, and 
indecifion fhould be objected, in fome 
inftances, to the Queen's councils at that 

time ; 
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time ; if it fhould be faid particularly, that 
fhe did not obferve the precife moment 
when the conduit of the league formed 
againft her, being expofed to mankind, 
would have juftified any part fhe fhould 
have taken (tho fhe declared, foon after 
the moment was pafTed, that this conduft 
had fet her free from all her engagements) 
and when fhe ought to have taken that of 
drawing, by one bold meafure, her allies 
out of the war, or herfelf out of the con- 
federacy, before fhe loft her influence on 
France : if all this fhould be objected, yet 
would the proofs brought to fupportthefe 
objections fhew, that we were better allies 
than politicians 5 that the defire the Queen 
had to treat in concert with her confede- 
rates, and the refolution fhe took not to 
fign without them, made her bear what 
no crowned head had ever borne before ; 
and that where fhe erred, flic erred princi- 
pally by the patience, the compliance, and 
the condefcenfion fhe exercifed towards 
them, and towards her own fubje&s in 
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league with them. Such obje&ions as 
thefe may lye to the Queen's conduit, in 
the courfe of this great affair ; as well as 
obje&ions of human infirmity to that of 
the perfons employed by her in the tranf- 
adtions of it j from which neither thofe 
who preceded, nor thofe who fucceeded, 
have, I prefume, been free. But the 
principles on which they proceeded were 
honeft, the means they ufed were lawful, 
and the event they propofed to bring about 
was juft. Whereas the very foundation of 
all the oppofition to the peace was laicj in 
injuftice and folly: for what could be 
more unjuft, than the attempt of the 
Dutch and the Germans, to force the 
Queen to continue a war for their pri- 
vate intereft and ambition, the difpropor- 
tionate expence of which opprefled the 
commerce of her fubje&s, and loaded 
them with debts for ages yet to come ? 
a war, the objeft of which was fo changed, 
that from the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and eleven (lie made it not only 
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without any engagement, but againft her 
own, and the common intereft ? What 
could be more foolifh ; you will think 
that I foften the term too much, and you 
will be in the right to think fo : what 
could be more foolifh, than the attempt 
of a party in Britain, to protradl a war 
fo ruinous to their country, without any 
reafon that they durft avow, except that 
of wreaking the refentments of Europe 
on France, and that of uniting the Im- 
perial and Spanifli crowns on an Auftrian 
head ? one of which was to piirchafe re- 
venge at a price too dear ; and the other 
was to expofe the liberties of Europe to 
new dangers, by the conclufion of a war 
which had been made to affert and fecure 
them ? 

I have dwelt the longer on the con- 
duit of thofe who promoted, and of thofe 
who oppofed, the negotiations of the peace 
made at .Utrecht, and on the comparifon 
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of the meafure purfued by the Queen with 
that which fhe might have purfued, be- 
caufe the great benefit we ought to reap 
from the ftudy of hiftory, cannot be reaped 
unlefs we accuftqm ourfelves to compare 
the conduct of different governments, and 
different parties, in the fame conjunctures, 
and to obferve the meafures they did pur- 
fue, and the meafures they might have 
purfued, with the actual confequences 
that followed one, and the poffible, or 
probable confequences, that might have 
followed the other. By this exercife of 
the mind, the ftudy of hiftory anticipates, 
as it were, experience, as I have obferved 
in one of the firft of thefe letters, and 
prepares us for adtion. If this confidera- 
tion fhould not plead a fufficient excufe 
for my prolixity on this head, I have one 
more to add that may. A rage of war- 
ding poflcffed a party in our nation till 
the death of the late Queen : a rage of 
negotiating has poffeffed the fame party 
of men, ever fince. You have feen the 
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confequences of one: you fee adtually 
thofe of the other. The rage of warring 
confirmed the beggary of our nation, 
which began as early as the revolution ; 
but then it gave, in the laft war, repu- 
tation to our arms, and our councils too. 
For tho I think, and muft always think, 
that the principle, on which we adted 
after departing from that laid down in the 
grand alliance of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and one, was wrong ; yet muft we 
confefs that it was purfued wifely, as well 
as boldly. The rage of negotiating has 
been a chargeable rage likewife, at leaft 
as chargeable in it's proportion. Far from 
paying our debts, contra&ed in* war, they 
continue much tjie fame, after three and 
twenty years of peace. The taxes that 
opprefs our mercantile intereft the moft 
are ftill in mortgage ; and thofe that op- 
prefs the landed intereft the moft, inftead 
of being laid on extraordinary occafions, 
are become the ordinary funds for the 
current fervice of every year. This is 
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grievous, and the more fo to any man, 
who has the honour of his country, as 
well as her profperity at heart, becaufe 
we have not, in this cafe, the airy con- 
iblation we had in the other. The rage 
of negotiating began twenty years ago, un- 
der pretence of confummating the treaty 
i)f Utrecht : and, from that time to this, 
our minifters have been in one perpetual 
maze. They have made themfelves and 
us, often, objeds of averlion to the powers 
on the continent: and we are become 
at laft objedts of contempt, even to the 
Spaniards. What other efFeft could our 
abfurd condudlhave? What other return 
has it deferved ? We came exhaufted out 
cf long wars j and, inftead of purfuing 
the meafures neceffary to give \is means 
and opportunity to repair our ftrength and 
to diminifh our burdens, our minifters 
have adted, from that time to this, like 
men who fought pretences to keep the 
nation in the fame exhaufted condition, 
and under the fame load of debt. This 
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may have been their view perhaps; and 
we could not be furprifed if we heard the 
fame men declare national poverty necef- 
fary to fupport the prefent government; 
who have fo frequently declared corrup- 
tion and a (landing army to be fo. Your 
good fenfe, my lord, your virtue, and your 
love of your country, will always deter- 
mine you to oppofe fuch vile fchemes, 
and to contribute your utmoft towards the 
cure of both thefe kinds of rage 5 the rage 
of warring, without any proportionable 
interefl: of our own, for/ the ambition of 
others; and the rage of negotiating, on 
every occafion, at any rate, without a 
Efficient call to it, and without any part 
of that deciding influence which we ought 
to have. Our nation inhabits an ifland, 
and ifr one of the principal nations of Eu- 
rope ; but, to maintain this rank, we muft 
take the advantages of this fituation, 
which have been negle&ed by us for 3I- 
moft half a century : we muft always 
jremember, that we are not part of the 
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continent, but we muft never forget that 
we are neighbours to it. I will conclude, 
by applying a rule that Horace gives 
for the condu(ft of an epic or dramatic 
poem, to the part Great Britain ought to 
take in the affairs of the continent, if 
you allow me to transform Britannia into 
a male divinity, as the verfe requires. 

Nee Deus interfit, nifi dignus vindice nodus 
Incident. 

If thefe reflections are juft, and I fhould 
not have offered them to your lordfhip 
had they not appeared both juft and im- 
portant to my beft underftanding, you 
will think that I have not fpent your time 
unprofitably in making them, and exciting 
you by them to examine the true intereft 
of your country relatively to foreign af- 
fairs; and to compare it with thofe prin- 
ciples of conduit, that, I am perfuaded, 
have no other foundation than party-de- 
figns, prejudices, and habits j the private 
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inttreft of fome men, and the ignorance 
and rafhnefs of others. 

My letter is grown fo long, that I fhall 
fay nothing to your lordfhip at this time 
concerning the ftudy of modern hiftory, 
relatively to the interefts of your country 
in domeflic affairs; and I think there will 
be no need to do fo at any other. The 
Hiftory of the rebellion by your great 
grandfather, and his private memorials, 
which your lordfhip has in manufcript, 
will guide you furely as far as they go : 
where they leave you, your lordfhip muft 
not expedt any hiftory 5 for we have more 
reafon to make this complaint, <c abeft 
" enim hiftoria litteris noftris," than 
Tully had to put it into the mouth of 
Atticus in his firft book Of laws. But 
where hiftory leaves you, it is wanted 
leaft : the traditions of this century, and 
of the latter end of the laft, are frefh. 
Many, who were attors in fome of thefe 
event*, are alive $ and many who have 
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converfed with thofe that were adors in 
others. The public is in pofleffion of fe- 
veral collections and memorials, and feveral 
there are in private hands. You will want 
no materials to form true notions of trans- 
actions fo recent. Even pamphlets, writ 
on different fides and on different occafions 
in our party difputes, and hiftories of no 
more authority than pamphlets, will help 
you to come at truth. Read them with 
fufpicion, my lord, for they deferve $0 be 
fufpe&ed : pay no regard to the epithets 
given, nor to the judgments pafled - y negledt 
all declamation, weigh the reafoning, and 
advert to fa&. With fuch precautions, 
even Burnet's hiftory may be of fome 
ufe. In a word, your lordfhip will want 
no help of mine to difcover, by what 
progreflion the whole conftitution of our 
country, and even the character of our 
nation, has been altered : nor, how much 
a worfe ufe, in a national fenfe, tho a better 
in the fenfp of party politics, the men called 
Whigs have made of long wars and new 
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fyftems of revenue, fince the revolution ; 
than the men called Tories made before 
it, of long peace, and ftale prerogative* 
When you look back three or four gene- 
rations ago, you will fee that the Englifh 
were a plain, perhaps a rough, but a good- 
natured hofpitable people, jealous of their 
liberties, and able as well as ready to de- 
fend them, with their tongues, their pens, 
and their fwords. The reftoration began 
to turn hofpitality into luxury, pleafure 
into debauch, and country peers and coun- 
try commoners into courtiers and men of 
mode. But whilft our luxury was young, 
it was little more than elegance : the de- 
bauch of that age was enlivened with wit, 
and varniihed over with gallantry. The 
courtiers, and the men of mode, knew 
what the conftitiition was, refpe&ed it, 
and often aflerted it. Arts and fciences 
flouriftied, and, if we grew more trivial, 
we were not become either grofsly igno- 
rant, or openly profligate. Since the re- 
volution, our kings have been reduced 
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indeed to a feeming annual dependance 
on parliament ; but the bufinefs of par- 
liament, which was efteemed in general a 
duty before, has been exercifed in general 
as a trade fince. The trade of parliament, 
and the trade of funds, have^ grown uni- 
verfah Men, who ftood forward in the 
world, have attended to little elfe. The 
frequency of parliaments, that increafed 
their importance, and fhoiild have in- 
creafed the refpeft for them, has taken 
off from their dignity : and the fpirit that 
prevailed, whilft the fervice in them was 
duty, has been debafed fince it became a 
trade. Few know, and fcarce any refpeft, 
the Britifh confutation : that of the Church 
has been long fince derided ; that of the 
State as long neglefted ; and both have 
been leftatthe mercy of the men in power, 
whoever thofe men were. Thus the 
Church, at leaft the hierarchy, however 
facred in it's origin or wife in it's inftitution, 
is become an ufelefs burden on the State : 
and the State is become, under ancient 
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and known forms, a new and undefinablc 
monfter; compofed of a king without 
monarchical fplendor, a fenate of nobles 
without ariftocratical independency, and 
a fenate of commons without democratical 
freedom. In the mean time, my lord, 
the very idea of wit, and all that can be 
called tafte, has been loft among the great ; 
arts and fciences are fcarce alive ; luxury 
kas been increafed, but not refined; cor- 
ruption has beeneftablifhed, and isavowed. 
When governments are worn out, thus it 
is : the decay appears in every inftance. 
Public and private virtue, public and pri- 
vate fpirit, fcience, and wit, decline all 
together. 

That you, my lord, may have a long 
and glorious (hare in reftoring all thefe, 
and in drawing our government back to 
the true principles of it, I wifh moft 
heartily. Whatever errors I may have 
committed in public life, I have always 
loved my country ; whatever faults may 
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be obje&ed to me in private life, I 
have always loved my friend : whatever 
ufage I have received from my country,' 
it fhall never make me break with her : 
whatever ufage I have received from my 
friends, I never (hall break with one of 
them, while I think him a friend to my 
country. Thefe are the fentiments of my 1 
heart. I know they are thofe of your 
lordfhip's: and a communion of fuch 
fentiments is a tye that will engage me to 
be, as long as I live, 

My lord, 

Your moft faithful fervant. 
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A PLAN 

FOR A 

General Hiftory of Europe. 
LETTER I. 

IS H A L L take the liberty of writing 
to you a little oftener than the three 
or four times a year, which, you tell me, 
are all you can allow jtourfelf to write to 
thofe you like beft : and yet I declare to 
you with great truth, that you never knew 
me fo bufy in your life, as I am at prefent. 
You muft not imagine from hence, that 
I am writing memoirs of myfelf. The 
fubjedt is too flight to defcend to pofterity, 
in any other manner, than by that occa- 
fional mention which may be made of 
any little adtor in the hiftory of our age. 
Vol. II. N Sylla, 
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Sylla, Caesar, and others of that rank, 
were, whilft they lived, at the head of 
mankind : their ftory was in fame fort 
the ftory of the world, and as fuch might 
very properly be tranfmitted under their 
names to future generations. But for thofe 
who have aded much inferior parts, if they 
publifh the piece, and call it after their own 
names, they are impertinent $ if they pub- 
lifh only their own fhare in it, they inform 
mankind by halves, and neither give much 
inftrudtion, nor create much attention, 
France abounds with writers of this fort, 
and, I think, we fall into the other extreme. 
Let me tell you, on this occasion, what 
has fometimes come into my thoughts. 

There is hardly any century in hif- 
tory which began by opening fo great a 
fcene; as the century wherein we Jive, and 
ftiall, I fuppofe, die. Compare it with 
others, even the moft famous, and you 
will think fo. I will fketch the two laft, 
to help your memory. 

The 
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The lofs of that balance which Lau- 
rence of Medicis had preferved, during 
his time, in Italy ; the expedition of 
Charles the eighth to Naples ; the in- 
trigues of the duke of Milan, whofpun, 
with all the refinements of art, that net 
wherein he was taken at laft himfelf ; the 
fuccefsful dexterity of Ferdinand the 
Catholic, who built one pillar of the Au- 
strian greatnefs in Spain, in Italy, and in 
the Indies $ as the fucceflion of the houfe 
of Burgundy, joined to the imperial dignity 
and the hereditary countries, eftablifhed 
another in the upper and lower Germany ; 
thefe caufes, and many others, combined 
to form a very extraordinary conjun&ure $ 
and, by their confequences, to render the 
fixteenth century fruitful of great events, 
and of aftonifhing revolutions. 

The beginning of the feventeenth 
opened ftili a greater and more important 
fcene. The Spanifh yoke was well-nigh 
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impofed on Italy by the famous triumvi- 
rate, Toledo atMilan,OssuNAat Naples, 
and La Cue va at Venice. The diftrac- 
tions of France, as well as the flate-policy 
of the queen mother, feduced by Rome, 
and am u fed by Spain ; the defpicable cha- 
racter of our James the firft, the rafhnefs 
of the elector Palatine, the bad intelligence 
of the princes and ftates of the league in 
Germany, the mercenary temper of John 
George of Saxony, and the great quali- 
ties of Maximilian of Bavaria, raifed 
Ferdinand the fecond to the imperial 
throne; when, the males of the elder branch 
of the Auftrian family in Germany being 
extinguiihed at the death of Matthias, 
nothing was more defirable, nor perhaps 
more practicable, than to throw the em- 
pire into another houfe. Germany ran 
the fame rifqueas Italy had done: Fer- 
dinand feemed more likely, even than 
Charles the fifth had b^en, to become 
abfolute mafter; and, if France had not 
furnifhed the greateft minifter, and the 
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North the greateft captain, of that age, in 
the fame point of time, Vienna and Ma- 
drid would have given the law to the 
weftern world. 

As the Auftrian fcalc funk, that of 
Bourbon rofe. The true date of the rife 
of that power, which has made the kings 
of France fo confiderable in Europe, goes 
up as high a$ Charles the feventh, and 
Lewis the eleventh. The weaknefs of 
our Hpnrv the fixth, the loofe condutf: 
of Edward the fourth, and perhaps the 
overfights of Henry the feventh, helped 
very much to knit that monarchy toge- 
ther, as well as to enlarge it. Advantage 
might have been taken of the divifions 
which religion occafioned ; and fupport- 
ing the proteftant party in France would 
have kept that crown under rqftraints, 
and under inabilities, in fome meafure 
equal to thofe which were occafioned 
anciently by the vaft alienations of it's 
demefnes, and by the exorbitant power of 
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it's vaffals. But James the firft was in- 
'capable of thinking with fenfe, oradting 
with fpirit. Charles the firft had an 
imperfedt glimpfe of his true intereft, but 
his uxorious temper, and the extrava- 
gancy of that madman Buckingham, 
gave Richelieu time to finifh % great 
part of his projedt: and the miferies, that 
followed in England, gave MazaRln 
time and opportunity to complete the 
fyftemy The laft great act of this car- 
dinal's adminiftration was the Pyrenean 
treaty. . 

Here I would begin, by reprefenting 
the face of Europe fuch as it was at that 
epocha, the interefts and the condudt of 
England, France, Spain, Holland, and the 
Empire. A fummary recapitulation fhould 
follow of all the fteps taken by France, 
during more than twenty years, to arrive 
at the great obje<3 (he had propofed to 
herfelf in making this treaty : the moft 
folemn article of which the minifter, 
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who negotiated it, defigned (hould be 
violated^ as appears by his letters,, wri^ 
from the Illand of Pheafants, if I miftake 
not. After this, another draught of Eu- 
rope jfliould have it's place, according to 
the relations, which the feveral powers 
flood in, one towards another, in one 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty eight : 
and the alterations which the revolution 
in England made in: the politics of Europe. 
A fummary account fhould follow qf the 
events of the war that ended in one thou- 
fand fix hundred and ninety feven, with the 
different viewsof king Willi am the third, 
and Lewis the fourteenth, in making the 
peace of Ryfwicj which matter has been 
much canvafled, and is little underftood. 
Then the difpofitions. made by the parti- 
tion-treaties, and the influences and con- 
fequences of thefe treaties; and a third 
draught of the ftate of Europe at the death 
of Charles the fecond of Spain. All 
tliis would make the fubjedt of one or two 
books, and would be the moft proper 
N 4 intro- 
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introdu&ion imaginable to an hiflory of 
4^iat war with which our century began, 
and of the peace which followed, 

This war, forefeen for above half a 
century, had been, during all that time, 
the great and conftant objedt of the coun- 
cils of Europe. The prize to be contended 
for was the richeft, that ever had been 
ilaked, fince thoft of the Perfian and Ro- 
man empires. The union of two powers, 
which feparately, and in oppofition, ha4 
aimed at univerfal monarchy, was appre- 
hended. The confederates therefore en- 
gaged in it, to maintain a balance between 
the two houfes of Auftria and Bourbon, 
in crder to preferve their fecurity, and to 
affbrt their independance. But with the 
fuccefs of the war they changed their 
views : and, if ambition began it on the 
fide of France, ambition continued it on 
the other. The battles, the lieges, the 
furprifing revolutions, which happened in 
thp courfe of this war, are not to be pa- 
rallel 
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ralleled in any period of the fame com- 
pafs. The motives, and the meafures, by 
which it was protradted, the true reafons 
why it ended in a manner, which ap- 
peared not proportionable to it's fuccefs ; 
and the new political ftate, into which 
Europe was thrown by the treaties of 
Utrecht and Baden, are fubje&s on which 
few perfons have the neceflary informa- 
tions, and yet every one fpeaks with af- 
furance, and even with paffion. I think 
I could fpeak on them with fome know- 
ledge, and with as much indifference as 
Polybius does of the negotiations of his 
father Lycortas, even in thofe points 
wh?rp I was myfelf an aftor. 

I will even confefs to you, that I 
(hould not defpair of performing this part 
better than the former. There is nothing 
in my opinion fo hard to execute, as thofe 
political maps, if you will allow me fuch 
an expreflion, and thofe fyftems of hints, 
father than relations of events, which are 
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neceffary to Connedt and explain them i 
and which muft be fo concife, and yet 
fo full; fo complicate, and yet fo clear. 
I know nothing of this fort well done by 
the ancients. Salust's introduction, as 
well as that of Thucydides, might 
ferve almoft for any other piece of the 
Roman or Greek ftory, as well as for 
thofe, which thefe two great authofs chofe. 
Polyb i us does not come up, in his in- 
troduction, to this idea neither. Among 
the moderns, the firft book ofMACHi- 
avel's Hiftory of Florence is a noble 
original of this kind : and perhaps father 
Paul's Hiftorv of Benefices is, in the 
fame kind of composition, inimitable. 

These are a few of thofe thoughts, 
which come into my mind when I 
confider how incumbent it is on every 
man, that he fhould be able to give an 
account even of his leifure> and, in the 
midft of folitudej be of fome ufe to fo- 
ciety. 

I KNOW 
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I know not whether I fhall have 
courage enough to undertake the talk I 
have chalked out : I diftruft my abilities 
with reafon, and I ihall want feveral in- 
formations, not eafy, I doubt, for me to 
obtain. But, in all events, it will not be 
poflible for me to go about it this year 5 
the reafons of which would be long 
enough to fill another letter, and I doubt 
that you will think this grown too bulky 
already. 



Adieu. 
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Retirement and Study: 

To the Right Honorable 

Lord BAT HURST. 

LETTER II. 

SINCE my laft to your lordfhip, this 
is the firft favourable opportunity I 
have had of keeping the promife I made 
you. I will avoid prolixity, as much as I 
can, in a firft draught of my thoughts 3 
but I muft give you them as they rife in 
my mind, without flaying to marfhal 
them in clofe order. 

A s proud as we are of human reafon, 
nothing can be more abfurd than the ge- 
neral fyflem of human life, and human 

know- 
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knowledge. This faculty of diftinguifh- 
ing true from falfe, right from wrong, 
and what is agreeable, from what is re- 
pugnant, to nature, either by one aft, or 
by a longer procefs of intuition, has not 
Been given with fo fparing an hand, as 
many appearances would make us apt to 
believe. If it was cultivated, therefore, as 
early, and as carefully as it might be, and 
if the exercife of it was left generally as 
free as it ought to be, our common no- 
tions and opinions would be more conib- 
nant to truth than they are ; and, truth 
being but one, they would be more uni- 
form likewife. 

But this rightful miftrefs of human 
life and knowledge, whofe proper office 
it is to prefide over both, and to diredt us 
in the conduit of one and the purfuit of 
the other, becomes degraded in the intel- 
lectual oeconomy. She is reduced to a 
mean and fervile ftate, to the vile drudgery 
of conniving at principles, defending opi- 
nions, and confirming habits, that are none 
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of hers. They, who do her moft ho- 
nor, who confult her ofteneft, and Obey 
her too very often, are ftill guilty of limit- 
ing her authority according to maxims, 
and rules, and fchemes, that chance, or 
ignorance, or interdt, firft devifcd, and 
that cuftom fandtifies: cuftom, thatrefult 
of the paflions and prejudices of many, 
and of the defigns of a few : that ape of 
reafon, who ufurps her feat, exercifes .her 
power, and is obeyed by mankind in her 
ftead. Men find it eafy, and government 
makes it profitable, to concur in eftablifh- 
ed fyftetas of {peculation, and practice : 
and the whole turn of education prepares 
them to live upon credit all their lives. 
Much pains are taken, and time beftowed, 
to teach us what to think, but little or 
none of either, to inftrudt us how to think. 
The magazine of the memory is ftored 
and fluffed betimes - y but the conduit 'of 
the underftanding is all along neglefled, 
and the free exercife of it is, in effe6t, for- 
bid in all places, and in terms in feme. 

There 
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There is a ftrange diftruft of human 
reafon in every human inftitution : this • 
diftruft is fo apparent, that an habitual 
fubmiflion to fome authority, or other, is 
forming in us from our cradles j that prin- 
ciples of reafoning, and matters of faft, 
are inculcated in our tender minds, before 
we are able to exercife that reafon ; and 
that, when we are able to exercife it, we 
are either forbid, or frightened from doing 
fo, even on things that are themfelvest 
the proper objects of reafon, or that are 
delivered to us upon an authority whofe 
fufficiency or infufficiency is fo moil 
evidently* 

On many fubje&s, fuch as the general 
laws of natural religion, and the general 
rules of fociety and good policy, men of 
all countries and languages, who cultivate 
their reafon, judge alike. The fame pre- 
miffes have led them to the fame con- 
clufions, and fo, following the fame guide, 
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they have trod in the fame path : at leaft, 
the differences are fmallj eafily reconciled, 
and fuch as could not, of themfelves, conw 
tradiftinguifli nation from nation, religion 
from religion, and fedt from fedt. How 
comes it then that there are other points, 
on which the moft oppofite opinions are 
entertained, and fome of thefe with, fo 
much heatj and fury, that the men on one 
fide of the hedge will die for the affirma- 
tive, and the men on the other for the 
negative ? " Totite opinion eft aflez forte 
" pour fe faire epoufer au prix de la vie," 
fays Mont ag ne, whom I often quote, 
«s I do Seneca, rather for the fmartnefs 
of expreflion, than the weight of matter. 
Look narrowly into it, and you will find 
that the points agreed on, and the points 
difputed, are not proportionable to the 
common fenfe and general reafon of man- 
kind. Nature and truth are the fame 
every where, and reafon (hews them 
every where alike. But the accidental and 
other caufes, which give rife and growth 
Vol. II. to 
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to opinions, both in fpeculation and prac- 
tice, arc of infinite variety ; and where ever 
thefe opinions are once confirmed by cuftotft 
and propagated by education, various, in- 
confident, contradi&ory as they are* they 
all pretend (and all their pretences are 
backed by pride, by paflion, and by in- 
tereft) to have reafon* or revelation, ot 
both, on their fide; tho neither reafoii 
nor revelation cah be poflibly on the fide 
of more than one, and may be poflibly on 
the fide of none. 

Thus it happens that the people of 
Tibet are Tartars arid Idolaters, that they 
are Turks and Mahometans at Conftanti- 
nople, Italians and Papifts at Rome; and 
how much foever education may be lefs 
confined, and the means of knowledge 
more attainable, in France and our own 
country, yet thus it happens in great mea- 
fure that Frenchmen and Roman Catholics 
are bred at Paris, and Englifhmen and! 
Proteftants at London. For men, indeed, 
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properly fpeaking, are bred no where : 
w^ery one thinks the fyftem, as he fpeaks 
the language, of his country 5 at lcaft there 
are few that think, and none that act, in 
any country, according to the dictates of 
pure unbiafled reafon 5 unlefs they may 
be faid to do fo, when reafon diredts them 
to fpeak and aft according to the fyftem 
of their country, or fed:, at the fame time 
as /he leads them to think according to 
that of nature and truth. 

Thus the far greateft part of mankind 
appears reduced to a lower ftate than other 
animals, in that very refped, on account 
of which we claim fo great (uperiority 
over them ; becaufe inftinft, that has it's 
due effe&, is preferable to reafon that has 
not. I fuppofe in this place, with philo- 
fophers, and the vulgar, that which I am' 
in no wife ready to affirm, that other ani- 
mals have no (hare of human reafon: for, 
let me fay by the way, it is much faiore 
likely other animals (hould (hare the hu- 

O 2 man. 
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man, which is denied, than that marl 
fhould fli^re the divine reafon, which is 
affirmed. But, fuppofing our monopoly 
of reafon, would not your lordfhip ehufe 
to walk upon four legs, to wear a long 
tail, and to be called a beaft, with the ad- 
vantage of being determined by irrefiftible 
and unerring inftindt to thofe truths that 
are neceflary to your well-being; rather 
than to walk on two legs, to wear no tail,, 
and to be honored with the title of man, 
at the expence of deviating from them 
perpetually? Inftindt ads fpontaneoufly 
whenever it s aftion is neceflary, and diretfs 
the animal according to the purpofe for 
which it was implanted in him, Reafon 
is a nobler and more extenfive faculty ; for 
it extends to the unneceflary as well as 
neceflary, and to fatisfy our ciiriofity as 
well as our wants : but reafon muft be 
excited, or lhe will remain unadtives flie 
muft be left free, or (lie will conduit us 
wrong, and carry us farther aflray from 
her own precindts than we Should go 
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without her help: in the firft cafe, we 
have no fufficient guide ; and in the fecpnd, 
the more we employ our reafon, the more 
unreafonable we are. 

' Now if all this be fo, if reafon has fo 
little, and ignorance, paflion, intereft, and 
cuftom fo much to do, in forming 6ur 
opinions and our habits, and in directing 
the whole condudt of human life ; is it 
not a thing defirable by every thinking 
man, to have fhe opportunity, indulged to 
fo few by the courfe of accidents, the op- 
portunity l€ fecum efle, et fecum vivere," 
of living fome years at leaft to ourfelves^ 
and for ourfelves, in a ftate of freedom, 
under the laws of reafon, inftead of paf-^ 
iing our whole time in a ftate of vaflalage 
under thofe of authority and cuftom ? Is 
it not worth our while to contemplate 
ourfelves, and others, and all the things 
of this world, once before we leave them, 
through the medium of pure, and, if I may 
iay fo, of undefiled reafon ? Is it not 

O 3 worth 
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worth our while to approve or condemn^ 
on our own authority, what we receive in 
the beginning of life on the authority of 
other men, who were not then better 
able to judge for us, than we are now to 
judge for ourfelves ? 

That this may be done, and has been 
done to fome degree, by men who remain- 
ed much more mingled than I <3efign to 
be for the future, in the company and 
bufinefs of the world, I ifiall not deny : 
but ftill it is better done in retreat and with 
greater eafe and pleafure. Whilft we re- 
main in the world, we are all fettered 
down, more or lefs, to one common level, 
and have neither all the leifure nor all the 
means and advantages, to foar above it, 
which we may procure to ourfelves by 
breaking theft fetters in Tetreat. To talk 
of abftrafting ourfelves from matter, lay- 
ing afide body, and being rdfolved, as it 
were, into pure intellect, is proud, meta- 
physeal, unmeaning jargon : but to ab- 
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ftraft ourfdves from the prejudices, and 
habits, and pleafbres, and bufinefs of the 
world, is no more than many are, tho all 
are . not, capable of doing. They who 
.can do this, may elevate their fouls in re- 
treat to an higher ft&ion, and may take 
from thence fuch a view of the world, as 
the fecondScmotook in his dream, from 
the feats of the blefled, when the whole 
earth appeared fo little to him, that he 
jcould fcarce difcern that fpeck of dirt, the 
Roman empire. Such a view as this will 
encreafe our knowledge by (hewing us our 
ignorance * will diftinguifh every degree 
of probability from the ioweft to the 
higheft, and mark the diftance between 
that and certainty $ will difpel the intoxi- 
cating fumes of phi lofophipal preemption, 
and teach us to eftablifh pur peace of mind, 
where alone it can reft fecurely, ip resig- 
nation : in fhort, fuch a view will render 
life more agreeable, and death lefs terrible. 
16 not this bufinefs, my lord ? Is not this 
plf afure too, the higheft pleafure ? The 

Q 4 world 
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world can afford us none fuch ; we muft 
retire from the world to tafte; it with a full 
guft j but we fhall tafte it the better for 
having been in the world. The fhare of 
fenfual pleafures, that a man of my age can 
promife himfelf, is hardly worth attention!: 
he {hpuld be fated, he will be foon dis- 
abled; and very little reflection furely will 
fuffice, to make his habits of this kind lofe 
their power over him, in proportion at 
leaft as .his power of indulging them di- 
• minifhes. - Befides, your . lordfhip knows 
that my fcheme qf retirement excludes 
none of thefe pleafures that Can be taken 
with decency and conveniency* and to 
fay the truth, I believe that I allow myfelf 
more in fpeculation, than I fliall find I 
want in pra&ice. As to the habits of 
bufinefs, they can have no hold on one 
who has fceen fo long tired with it. You 
may object, that tho a man has. discarded 
thefe habits, and has not even the embers 
of ambition about him to revive them, 
yet he carinot renounce all public buiinefs 
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as abfolutely as I feem to do ; bccaufe a 
better principle, a principle of duty, may 
fummon him to thefervice of his country. 
I will anfwer you with great fincerity. 
No man has higher notions of this duty 
than I have. I think that fcarce any agej 
or circumftances, can difcharge us entirely 
from it 3 no, not my own. But as we are 
apt to take the itapulfe 6f our own paf- 
fions, for a call to the performance of this 
duty * fo when thefe paffions impel us no 
longer, the call that puts us upon attioii 
muft be real, and loud too. Add to this, 
that there are different methods, propor- 
tioned to different circumftances and fitu- 
ations, of performing the fame duty. . In 
the midft of retreat, where ever it may be 
fixed, I may contribute to ejefend and 
prefer ve the Britiih conftitution of govern- 
ment: and you, my lord, may depend 
upon me, that whenever I can, I will. 
Should anyon^afk you, in this cafe, from 
whom I expert my reward? Anfwer him 
by declaring to whom I pay this fervice ; 
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," Ppo iipmortali, qui pi? i*^ ^ecipcr? 
" modp tyiec a rw^prfbus yolp# v ijbd^ani 
" pofteri^ prpderp .'* 

But, to lead tfyp Jife J propofe with fa- 
jtisfa<3tion ?md pi»fit, renouncing the plea T 
fijres and bufinef? of the world, and break- 
ing the habits of both, is po|t fujfiicient ; 
the Jfupine creature jyhofe mi^effla^diog is 
fuperficiaUy employed, tbrpugji life, abox^t 
$l few general i^ptioj?^ aqd is n?yer bent 
to a dofp^nd fteddy pu^fu^t of *n?th, paay 
renounce tfce plpafiyes and bufkief? of the 
world, ; for eyen in t,he bufinpfs of th$ 
wqrld we fe? fuch creatures pftf n eqa? 
plpyed, andm^y jbreak $*p habits ; n^y 
he may retire aod^rpnc aw*y life in folj- 
tude, ljke 4 gapnk, or lifoe hjm over the 
door of whftfe hpufe, as if his hpufe had 
been his tomb, fpmebody writ, " Here 
c< lies fuch an pne," £jut no fuch man will 
be able to make d\e true ufe of retirement. 
The employment.of his mind, that would 
Jiave been agreeable and eafy if he had 
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accuftomcd himfelf to it early, will be 
unplea&nt and impracticable late: fuch 
men k>fe their intellectual powers for want 
of exerting them, and, having trifled away 
youth, are reduced $0 the neceffity of 
trifling away age. It feres with the mind 
juft as it does with the body. He who was 
born, with a texture of brain as ftrong as 
that of Newton, may become enable to 
perform the common ritfes of arithmetic; 
juft as he who has the feme elasticity in 
his mnfcles, the iame fiippleoeft in his 
joints, and all his nerves amd iinews as well 
braced as Jacob Hall, may become a 
fat unwieldy fluggard. Yet farther, the 
implicit creature, who has thought it all 
his life needlefs, or unlawful, to examine 
the principles or fa<5ts that he took origi- 
nally on traft, will be as little able as the 
other, to improve his fbiitude to any good 
purpofe : unlefs we call it a good purpofe, 
for that fometimes happens, to confirm 
and exalt his prejudices, fo that he may 
live and die in one continued delirium, 
3Hhe confirmed prejudices of a thoughtful 
' ' ' ' " ' " ' ' life 
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life areas hard to change as the confirmed 
habits of an indolent life : and as fome 
muft trifle away age becaufe they have 
trifled away youth, others muft labour on 
in $ .maze of error, becaufe they have 
wandered there too long to find their way 
out. / 

1 There is a prejudice in China in fa- 
vour of little feet, and therefore the feet 
of girls are fwathed and bound up from 
the cradle, fo that the woipen of that 
country are unable to walk without totter- 
ing and (tumbling all their lives. Among 
the lavages of America, there are fome 
who hold flat heads and long ears in great 
efteem, and therefore prefs the one, and 
draw down the others fo hard from their 
infancy, that they deftroy irrecoverably 
the true proportions of nature, and con- 
tinue all their Jives ridiculous to every fight 
but their own. Juft fo, the firft of thefe 
characters cannot make any progrefs, and 
the fecond will not attempt to make any, 
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in an impartial fearch after real know- 
ledge. 

To fet about acquiring the habits of 
meditation and ftudy late in life, is like? 
getting into a go-cart with a grey beard, 
and learning to walk when we have loft 
the ufe of our legs. In general, the foun- 
dations of an happy old age mull: be laid 
in youth : arid in particular, he who has 
not cultivated his reafon young, will be 
utterly unable to improve it old. 

" Manentingenia fenibus, modo perma- 
"neant ftudium & induftria." 

Not only a love of ftudy, and a defire of 
knowledge, muft have grown up with us, 
but fuch an induftrious application like- 
wife, as requires the whole vigour of the 
mind to be exerted in the purfuit of truth, 
through long trains of ideas, and all thofe 
dark recefles wherein man, not God, has 
hid it. 

This 
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This love and this defire I Have felt 
all my life, and I am not quite a ftranger 
to this induftry and application. Yhefe 
has been fomethingalwaysready to whifper 
mi my ear; whllft I ran the courfe of plea- 
fore and of bufinftfs, u Solve fenefcentetrt 
u mature fetiud equuni." 

JBtfT MyGenitfef, unlike the demon of 
Socrates, whifpered fo foftly, that very 
often I heard him not, in the hurry of 
thofe paflions by which I was tranfport- 
ed. Some calmer hours there were : In 
them I hearkened fo him. Reflection had 
often it's turn, and the love of ftudy and 
the defire of knowledge have never quite 
abandoned me. I am not therefore en- 
tirely unprepared for the life I will lead, 
and it is not without reafon that I 
pomife myfelf mofe fatisfaftion in the 
latter part of k, than I ever knew in the 
former. 

Your 
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Your lordfhip may think this perhaps 
a little too fanguine, for one who has lbft 
fo much time alrfeady : you may put me 
in ftiind, that human life has no fecond 
fpring, no ftcorid fiimmer : you may alk 
me what I niean by fowing in autumn t 
and whether I hope to teap in winter ? 
My ahfWer will be, that I think very 
differently from rtioft men, of the time 
We have to pift, arid the bufinefs we have 
to do ih this World. I think we have 
tnore of 6iie, and left of the other, 
than is cttftimonly foppofed. Our want 
of time* and the fhortneft of human life, 
ate fdttie 6f the principal comtnon-place 
complaints, Which we prefer againft the 
eftiblHhed order of things: they are the 
grumblings of the vulgar, and the pathe* 
tic lamentations of the philofopherj but 
they are impertinent and impious in both. 
The man of bufinefs defpifes the man of 
pleafure, for fquandering his time away ; 
the man of pleafure pities or laughs at the 
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man of bufinefs, for the fame thing : arid 
yet both concur fupercilioufly and abfurdly 
to find fault with the Supreme Being, for 
having given them fo little time. The 
philofopher, who mifpends it very often 
as much as the others, joins in the fame 
cry, and authorifes this impiety. 'I'heo- 
phrastus thought it extremely hard to 
die at ninety, and to go out of the world 
when he had juft learned how to live in 
it. His mafter Aristotle found fault 
with nature, for treating man in this refpedt 
worfe than feveral other animals: both 
very unphilofophieally ! and I loveS e n e c a 
the better for his quarrel with the Stagirite 
on this head; We fee, in fo many in- 
ftances, a juft proportion of things, ac- 
cording to their feveral relations to one 
another ; that philofophy fhould lead us to 
conclude this proportion preferved, even 
where we cannot difcern it ; inftcad of 
leading us to conclude that it is riot pre- 
ferved where we do not difcern it $ or 
where we think that we fee the contrary. 

To 
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To conclude otherwife, is fhocking pre- 
emption. It is to prefume that the fy- 
ftem of the univerfe would have been more 
wifely contrived, if creatures of our low 
rank among intelleftual natures had been 
called to the councils of the Moft High; 
qr that the Creator ought to mend his 
work by the advice of the creature. 
That life which feems to our felf-love fo- 
fhort, when we compare it with the ideas 
we frame of eternity, or even with the 
duration of fome other beings, will appear 
fufficient, upon a lefs partial view> to all 
the ends of our creation, and of a juft pro- 
portion in the fucceffive courfe of genera- 
tions. The term itfelf is long : we ren- 
der it fhort ; and the want we complain 
of flows from our profusion, not from our 
poverty. We are all arrant fpendthrifts 5 > 
fome of us diflipate our eftates on the 
trifles, fome on the fuperfluities, and then 
we all complain that we want the necef-, 
faries, of life. The much greateft part 
never reclaim, but die bankrupts to God 
Vol. II. P and 
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and man. Others reclaim late, and they 
are apt to imagine, when they make up 
their accounts and fee how their fund is 
diminished, that they have not enough 
remaining to live upon, becaufe they have 
not the whole. But they deceive them- 
felves; they were richer than they thought, 
and they are not yet poor. If they hulband 
y% r ell the remainder, it will be found fuf- 
ficient for all the neceflaries, and for fome 
of the fuperfluities, and trifles too perhaps > 
of life : but then the former order of ex- 
pence muft be inverted ; and the necef- 
faries of life muft be provided, before they 
put themfelves to any coft for the trifles 
or fuperfluities. 

Let us leave the men of pleafure and 
of bufinefs, who are often candid enough 
to own that they throw away their time, 
and thereby to confefs that they complain 
of the Supreme Being for no other reafoi* 
than this, that he has not proportioned 
his bounty to their extravagance : let us 
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ctonfider the fcholar and the philofopher; 
who, fair from owning that he throws any 
time away, reproves others for doing it : 
that folemn mortal who abftains from the 
pleafures, and declines the bufinefs of the 
world, that he may dedicate his whole 
time to the fearch of truth, and the im- 
provement of knowledge. When fuch 
an one complains of the (hortnefs of hu- 
man life in general, or of his remaining 
fhare in particular; might not a man, more 
reafonable tho lefs folemn, expoftulatethus 
with him? 

" Your complaint is indeed confiftent 
" with your pra&ice$ but you would not, 
" poffibly, renew your complaint if you 
" reviewed your practice. Tho reading 
" makes a fcholar ; yet every fcholar is not 
" a philofopher, nor every philofopher a 
€C wife man. It coft you twenty years 
" to devour all the volumfes on one fide of 
" your library : you came out a great critic 
* c in Latin and Greek, in the Oriental 
, P 2 " tongues, 
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<c tongues, in hiftory and chronology ; but. 

li you was not fatisfied : you confeffed that 

<c thefe were the c< literae nihil fanantes;" > 

<c and you wanted more time to acquire 

f< other knowledge. You have had this 

" time : you have paffed twenty years 

<c more on the other fide of your library, 

*' among philofophers, rabbies, commen- 

f ! tators, fchoolmen, and whole legions of 

<c modern dodtors. You are extremely 

<c well verfed in all that has been written 

c , c concerning the nature of God, and of 

" the foul of man j about matter and form, 

" body and fpirit ; and fpace, and eternal 

V eflences, and incorporeal fubftances ; 

" and the reft of thofe profound fpecula- 

" tions. You are a mafter of the contro- 

cc verlies that have arifen about nature and 

" grace, about predeftinationand free-will, 

" and all the other abftrufe queflions that 

ct have made fo much noife in the fchools, 

" and done fo much hurt in the world. 

< c You are going on, as faft as the infir- 

« mities, you have contracted, will permit, 
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<c in the fame courfe of (ludy ; but you 
*' begin to forefee that you {hall want 
cc time, and you make grievous com- 
" plaints of the fhortnefs of human life. 
cc Give me leave- noW to afk you, how 
" many, thoufand years God muft prolong 
" your life, in order to reconcile you to 
" his wifdom and goodnefs ? Ic is plain, at 
" leaft highly probable, that a life as long 
" as that of the moft aged of the patri- 
" archs, would be too fhort to anfwer your 
" purpofes 3 fince the refearches and dif- 
■ c< putes in which you are engaged, have 
" been already for a much longer time 
<c the objefts of learned enquiries, and re- 
'* main flill as imperfed: and undetermined 
" as they were at firft. But let me afk 
<c you again, and deceive neither yourfetf 
" nor me ; have you, in the courfe of thefe 
<c forty years, once examined the firft 
€i principles, and the fundamental fa<3s, 
" on which all thofe queftions depend, 
" with an abfblute indifference of judg- 
** ment, and with a fcrupulous exa&nefs ? 
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<c with the feme that you have employed 
u in examining the various conferences 
<c drawn from them, and the heterodox 
il opinions about them ? Have you not 
" taken them for granted, in the whole 
cc courfe of your ftudies ? Or, if you have 
f< looked now and then on the ftate of the 
" proofs brought to maintain them, have 
" you not done it as a mathematician looks 
<c over a demonftratjon formerly made, to 
* c refresh his memory, not to fatisfy any 
" doubt ? If you have thus examined, it 
cc may appear marvellous to fome ? that 
? c you have fpent fo much time in many 
" parts of thofe ftudies, which have re-*- 
iC ducedyou to this he&ic condition, of fo 
" much heat and weaknefs. But if you 
c< have not thus examined, it mud be evi- 
" dent to all, nay to yourfelf on the leaft 
" cool refle&ion, that you are dill, not- 
u withflanding all your learning, in a 
<c ftate of ignorance. For knowledge 
" can alone produce knowledge : and 
'f without fuch an examination of axioms 

" an4 
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f * and fadts, you can have none about in- 
€< ferences." 

In this manner one might expoflulate 
very reafonably with many a great fcholar, 
many a profound philofopher, many a 
dogmatical cafuift. And it ferves to fet the 
complaints about want of time, and the 
fhortnefs of human life, in a very ridiculous 
but a true light- All men are taught their 
opinions, at leafton the mod important fub- 
jeds, by rote $ and are bred to defend them 
with obftinacy. They may be taught true 
opinions; but whether true or falfe, the fame 
zeal for them, and the fame attachment to 
them, is every where infpired alike. The 
Tartar believes as heartily. that the foul of 
Fo e inhabits in his D a i r o, as the Chriftian 
believes the hypoftatic union, or any article 
in the Athanafian creed. Now this may 
anfwer the ends of fociety in fome refpeds, 
and do well enough for the vulgar of all 
ranks : but it is not enough for the man 
who cultivates his reafon, who is able to 
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think, and who ought to think, for hini- 
felf. To fuch a man, every opinion that 
he has not himfelf either framed, or exa- 
mined ftridtly and then adopted, will pafs 
for nothing more than what it really is, 
the opinion of other mea; which may be 
true or falfe for aught he knows. And 
this is a ftate of uncertainty, in which no 
fuch man can remain, with any peace of 
mind, concerning thofe things that are of 
greateft importance to us here, and may 
be fo hereafter. He will make them 
therefore the objects of his firft and great- 
eft attention. If he has loft time, he will 
lofe no more ; and when he has acquired 
all the knowledge he is capable of acquir- 
ing on thefe fubje&s, he will be the lefs 
concerned whether he has time to acquire 
any farther. Should he have paffed his 
life in the pleafures or bufinefs of the 
world ; whenever he fets about this work, 
he will foon have the advantage over the 
learned philofopher. For he will foon 
have iecured what is* necefTary to his 
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happinefs, and may fit down in the peace- 
ful enjoyment of that knowledge : or pro- 
ceed with greater advantage and fatisfac- 
tion to the acquifition of new knowledge; 
whilft the other continues his feareh after 
things that are in their nature, to fay the 
beft of them, hypothetical, precarious, 
and fuperfluous. 

But this is not the only rule, by ob- 
ferving of which we may redeem our time, 
and have the advantage over thofe who 
imagine they have fo much in point of 
knowledge over your lordfhip or me, for 
inftance, and who defpife our ignorance. 
The rule I mean is this -, to be on our guard 
againft the common arts of delufion, 
fpoken of already $ which, every one is 
ready to confefs, have been employed to 
miflead thofe who differ from him. Let 
us be diffident of ourfelves, but let us be 
diffident of others too : our own paflions 
may lead us to reafon wrong 5 but the 
paflions and intereft of others may have 
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the fame effedh It is in every man's 
power, who fets about it in good earned, 
to prevent the firft : and when he has done 
fo, he will have a confeious certainty of 
it. To prevent the laft, there is one, and 
but one fure method ; and that is, to re- 
mount, in the furvey of our opinions, to 
the firft and even remoteft principles on 
which they are founded. No refpeft, no 
habit, no feeming certainty whatever, muft 
divert us from this: any affe&ation of 
diverting us from it ought to increafe our 
fufpicion: and the more important our 
examination is, the more important this 
method of coiidu&ing it becomes. Let 
us not be frighted from it, either by the 
fuppofed difficulty or length of fuch an 
enquiry j for, on the contrary, this is the 
eafieft and the fhorteft, as well as the only 
fure way of arriving at real knowledge ; 
and of being able to place the opinions 
we examine in the different claffes of tri»e, 
probable, or falfe, according to the truth, 
probability, or falfhood of the principles 
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from whence they are deduced. If we 
find thefe principles falfe, and that will 
be the cafe in many inftances, we flop our 
enquiries on thefe heads at once j and favc 
an immenfe deal of time that we fhould 
ptherwife mifpend. The Muffulman who 
enters on the examination of all the dis- 
putes that have arifen between the fol- 
lowers of Omar and Ali and other dog- 
tors of his law, muft acquire a thorough 
knowledge of the whole Mahometan fy- 
ftem ; and will have as good a right to 
complain of want of time, and the fhort- 
nefs of human life, as any pagan or Chri- 
stian divine or jphilofbpher : but without 
all this time and learning, he might have 
difcovered that Mahomet was an im- 
poftor, and that the Koran is an heap of 
abfurdities. 

In fhort, my lord, he who retires from 
the world, with a refolution of employing 
Jlis leifure, in the firft place to re-examine 
and fettle his opinions, is inexcufkble if he 
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does not begin with thofe that are mofl 
important to him, and if he does not deal 
honeftly by himfelf. To deal honeftly by 
himfelf, he muft obferve the rule I have 
infifted upon, and not fuffcr the delufions 
of the world to follow him into his retreat. 
Every man's reafon is every man's oracle: 
this oracle is beft confulted in the filence 
of retirement ; and when we have fo con- 
fulted, whatever the decifion be, whether 
in favour of our prejudices oragainft them, 
we muft reft fatisfied : fince nothing can be 
more certain than this, that he who follows 
that guide in the fearch of truth, as that was 
given him to lead him to it, will have a much 
better plea to make, whenever or wherever 
he may be called to account, than he, who 
has refigned himfelf, either deliberately or 
inadvertently, to any authority upon earth. 

/ When we have done this, concerning 
God, ourfelves, and other men -> concern- 
ing the relations in which we ftand to him 
jfid to them ; the duties that refult from 
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thefe relations, and the pofitive will of the 
Supreme Being, whether revealed to us in 
a fupernatural, or difcovered by the right 
ufe of our reafon in a natural way — we 
have done the great bufinefs of our lives. 
Our lives are fo fufficientfor this, that they 
afford us time for more, even when we 
begin late: efpecially if we proceed in 
every other enquiry by the fame rule. To 
difcover error in axioms, or in firft prin- 
ciples grounded on fadts, is like the break- 
ing of a charm. The enchanted caftle, the 
fteepy rock, the burning lake difappear : 
and the paths that lead to truth, which 
we imagined to be lo long, fo embarraffed, 
and fo difficult, fhew as they are, (hort, 
open, and eafy. When we have fecured 
the neceflaries, there may be time to amufe 
ourfelves with the fuperfluities, and even 
with the trifles, of life. <c Dulce eft defi- 
" pere," faid Horace : <c Vive la baga- 
" telle! fays Swift. I oppofe neither; 
not the Epicurean, much lefs thp Chriftian 
philofopher: but I infift that a principal 
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part of thefe amufemcnts be the aihufcf- 
ments of ftudy and refledtion, of reading 
and conversion. You know what con- 
vention I mean ; for we lofe the true ad- 
vantage of our nature and conftitution, if 
we fuffer the mind to come, as it were, 
to a ftand. When the body, inftead of 
acquiring new vigour, and tafting new 
pleafures, begins to decline, and is fated 
with pleafures or grown incapable of taking 
them, the mind may continue ftill to im- 
prove and indulge itfelf in new enjoyments. 
Every advance in knowledge opens a new 
fcene of delight ; and the joy that we feel 
in the a&ual poffeflion of one, will be 
heightened by that which we expedt to 
find in another: fo that, before we can ex- 
hauft this fund of fucceffive pleafures, death 
will come to end our pleafures and our 
pains at once. " In his ftudiis laboribuf- 
" que viventi, non intelligttur quando ob- 
" repit fenettus : ita fenfim fine fenfu 
u aetas fenefcit, nee fubito frangitur, fed 
•• diuturnitate extinguitur." 
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This, my lord, is the wifeft, and the 
moft agreeable manner in which a man > 
of fenfe can wind up the thread of life. 
Happy is he whofe fituation and circum- 
ftances give him the opportunity and means 
of doing it! Tho he ftiould not have made 
any great advances in knowledge, and 
fhould fet about it late, yet the tafk will 
not be found difficult, unlefs he has gone 
too far out of his way ; and unlefs he 
continues too long to halt, between the 
diflipations of the world, and the leifure 
of a retired life. 

— Vivendi rede qui prorogat horam^ 
Rufticus expeft&t dum defluat amnis, — 

You know the reft. I am fenfible, more 
fenlible than any enemy I have, of my 
natural infirmities, and acquired difadvan- 
tages: but I have begun, and I will perfift ; 
for he who jogs forward on a battered 
horfe, in the right way, may get to the end 
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of his journey ; which he cannot do, who 
gallops the fleetcft courier of New-Market, 
out of it* 

Adieu, my dear lord. Tholhavemuch 
more to fay on this fubjeft, yet I perceive, 
and I doubt you have long perceived, that 
I have faid too much, at leaft for a letter, 
already. The reft fhall be referved for 
converfation whenever We meet : and then 
1 hope to confirm, under your lordfhip's 
eye, my fpeculations by my pra&ice. In 
the mean time let me refer you to our 
friend Pope. He fays I made a philofopher 
of him : I am fure he has contributed very 
much, and I thank him for it, to the 
making an hermit of me. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

' I v HAT the public may not 

-*• be impofed upon by any 
lame and unequal tranflation, of 
the following treatife, from the 
French, in which language part 
of it has been lately printed, and 
retailed in a monthly Mercury; 
it is judged proper to add it here, 
at the end of this fecond volume, 
from the author's original manu- 
fcript, as he himfelf had flnifhed 
it for the prefs. 
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DISSIPATION df mind, and 
length of time, are the remedies to 
which thfe greateft pkrt of mankind truft 
in their afflidtions. But the firft of thefe 
works a tempqrafy, the fecond a flow, ek 
fe<fl i and both are unworthy of a wife man. 
Are we to fly from ourfelves that we may 
fly from our misfortunes, and fondly to 

* Several paffages of this little treatife are taken 
from Seneca : and the whole is writ withfome 
Stllufion to his ftyle and manner, u quanquam non 
" omnino temere fit, quod de fententiis illius 
* c queritur Fabius," &c. Eras. De fen. jud. 
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imagine that the difeafe is cured becaufe 
we find "means to get fome moments of 
refpite from pain ? Or fhall we expeft from 
time, the phyfician of brutes, a lingering 
and uncertain deliverance ? Shall we wait 
to be happy till we can forget that we are 
miferable, and owe to the weaknefs of our 
faculties a tranquillity which ought to be 
the effect of their ftrength? Far other wife. 
Let us let all our paft and our prefent af- 
flictions at once before our eyes *. Let us 
refolve to overcome them, inftead of flying 
from them, or wearing out the fenfe of 
them by long and ignominious patience. 
Inftead of palliating remedies, let us ufe 
.the incifion-knife and the cauftic, fearch 
the wound to the bottom, and work an 
immediate and radical cure. 

The recalling of former misfortunes 
ferves to fortify the mind againft later. He 
muft blufh to fink under the anguifh of 
one wQund, who furveys a body feamed 

* Sen, De con. ad Hel. 
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over with the fears of rnany,^ and who 
has come vi&orious out of all the confli&s 
Wherein he received them. Let fighs, 
and tears, and fainting under the lightcft 
ftrokes of adverfe fortune, be the portion 
of thofe unhappy people whofe tender 
minds a long courfe of felicity has ener- 
vated : while fuch, as have palled through 
years of calamity, bear up, with a noble 
and immoveable conftancy, againft the 
heavieft. Uninterrupted mifery has this 
good effect, as it continually torments^ it 
finally hardens. 

Such is the language of philofophy: 
and happy is thfe man who acquires thte 
right of holding it. But this right is not 
to be acquired by pathetic difcourfe. Our 
conduit can alone give it us : and there- 
fore, inftead of prefuming on our ftrength, 
the fureft method is to confefs our weak- 
nefs, and, without lofs of time, to apply 
ourfelves to the ftudy of wifdom. This 
was the advice which the oracle gave to 
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Zeno *, and there is no other way of 
fecuring our tranquillity amidft all the ac- 
cidents to which human life is expofed. 
Philofophy has, I know, herTHRAsos, as 
well as War : and among her fons many 
there have been, who, while they aimed at 
being more than men, became fomething 
lefs. The means of preventing this danger 
are eafy and fure. It is , a good rule, to 
examine well before we addidt ourfelves 
to any fedt : but I think it is a better rule, 
to addidt ourfelves to none. Let us hear 
them all, with a perfect indifferency on 
which fide the truth lies : and, when we 
come to determine, let nothing appear fo 
venerable to us as our own underftandings. 
Let us gratefully accept the help of every 
one who has endeavoured to correct the 
vices, and ftrengthen the minds of men ; 
but let us chufe for ourfelves, and yield 
univerfal affent to none. Thus, that I 
may inftance the fed: already mentioned, 
when we have laid afide the wonderful 

* Diog. Laert. 
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and furprifing fentenees, and all the para- 
doxes of the Portic, we ihall find in that 
fchool fuch doctrines as our unprejudiced 
reafon fubmits to with pleafure, as na- 
ture dictates, and as experience confirms. 
Without this precaution, we run the rifque 
of becoming imaginary kings, and real 
flaves. With it, we may learn to affert 
our native freedom, and live independent 
on fortune. 

In order to which great end, it is ne- 
ceflary that we ftand watchful, as centinels, 
to difcover the fecret wiles and open at- 
tacks of this capricious goddefs, before 
they reach us*. Where fhe falls upon us 
unexpected, it is hard to refift; but thofe 
who wait for her, will repel her with eafe. 
The fudden invafion of an enemy over- 
throws fuch as are not on their guard ; 
but they who forefee the war, and prepare 
themfelves for it before it breaks out, ftand, 
without difficulty, the firft and the fierceft 

* Sen. De con. ad Hd. 
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onfet. I learned this important leflbn 
long ago*, and never trufted to fortune 
even while fhe feemed to be at peace 
with me. The riches, the honors, the. 
reputation, and all the advantages which 
her treacherous indulgence poured upon, 
hie, I placed fo, that fhe might fnatch 
them away without giving me any dis- 
turbance. I kept a great interval between 
me and them. She took them, but fhe 
could not tear them from me. No man 
fuflfers by bad fortune, but he who has 
been deceived by good. If we grow fond 
of her gifts, fancy that they belong to us, 
and are perpetually to remain with us, 
if we lean upon them, and expedl to be 
confidered for them ; we fhall fink into 
all the bitternefs of grief, as foon as thefe 
falfe and tranfitory benefits pafs away, 
as foon as our vain and childifh minds, 
unfraught with folid pleafures, become 
deftitute even of thofe which are imagi- 
nary. But, if we do not fuflfer ourfelves 
to be tranfported by profperity, neither 
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fhall wc be reduced by adverfity. Our 
fouls will be of proof againft the dangers 
of both thefe ftates : and, having explored 
our ftrength, we fhall be fure of it j for 
in the midft of felicity, we fhall have tried 
how we can bear misfortune. 

It is much harder to examine and 
judge, than to take up opinions on truft 5 
and therefore the far greateft part of the 
world borrow, from others, thofe which 
they entertain concerning all the affairs 
of life and death*. Hence it proceeds 
that men are fo unanimoufly eager in the 
purfuit of things, which, far from having 
any inherent real good, are varnifhed over 
with a fpecious and deceitful glofs, and 
contain nothing anfwerable to their ap- 
pearances-f\ Hence it proceeds, on the 
other hand, that, in thofe things which 

* Dum unufquifque mavult Credere, quam ju- 
dicare, nunquam de vita judicatur, femper cre- 
ditor. Sen. De vita beat. 

f Sin. De con. ad. Hel. 
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are called evils, there is nothing fo hard 
and terrible as the general cry of the 
world threatens. The word exile comes 
indeed harfh to the ear, and ftrikes us 
like a melancholy and execrable found, 
through a certain perfuafion which men 
have habitually concurred in. Thus tlie 
multitude has ordained. But the greateft 
part of their ordinances are abrogated by 
the wife* 

Rejecting therefore the judgment 
of thofe who determine according to po- 
pular opinions, or the firft appearances 
of things, let us examine what exile real- 
ly is * It is, then, a change of place ; 
and, left you fhould fay that I diminifli 
the objedt, and conceal the moft fhocking 
parts of it, I add, that this change of 
place is frequently accompanied by fome 
or all of the following inconveniences : 
by the lofs of the eftate which we enjoy- 
ed, and the rank which we held; by thd 

* Sen. De con. ad HcU 
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lofs of that confideration and power which 
we were in poffeffion of; by a feparation 
from our family and our friends; by the 
contempt which we may fall into ; by the 
ignominy with which thofe who have 
driven us abroad, will endeavour to fully 
the innocence of our characters, and to 
juftify the injuftice of their own con- 
dud:. 

All thefe (hall be fpoke to hereafter. 
In the jnean while, let us confider what 
evil there is, in change of place, abftradt- 
edly and by itfelf. 

To live deprived of one's country is in- 
tolerable *. Is it fo ? How comes it then 
to pafs that fuch numbers of men live put 
of their countries by choice? Obferve 
how the ftreets of London and of Paris 
are crowded. Call over thofe millions 
by name, and afk them one by one, of 
what country they are: how many will 

* Sen. De con. ad Hel. 
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you find, who, from different parts of the 
earth, come to inhabit thefe great cities, 
which afford the largeft opportunities, and 
the largeft encouragement, to virtue and 
tp vice ? Some are drawn by ambition, 
and fome are fent by duty 5 many refort 
thither to improve their minds, and qiany 
to improve their fortunes $ others bring 
their beauty, and others their eloquence, 
to market. Remove from hence, and go 
to the utmoft extremities of the Eaft or 
the Weft: vifit the barbarous nations of 
Africa, or the infrofpitable regions of the 
North: you will find no climate fo bad, 
no country fo favage, as not to have fome 
people who cp&P-frpa* abroad, end in- 
habit there by choice, 

Amonq numberlefe extravagancies 
which have paffed through the minds of 
men, we may juftly reckon for one that 
notion of a fecret affe&ion, independent of 
our reafon, and fuperior to our r$aibn, 
which we are fuppofed to have for our 
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country $ as if there were fome phyfical 
virtue in every fpot of ground, which ne- 
ceffarily produced this efFedt in every one 
born upon it. 

" g -rAmor patriae ratione valentior omni*." 

As if the heimvei was an univerfal dif- 
temper, infeparable from the constitution 
of an human body, and not peculiar to the 
Swifs, who feem to have been made for 
their mountains, as their mountains feem 
to have been m^de for them -f. This no- 
tion may have contributed to the fecurity 
and grandeur of ftatefc. It has therefore 
beennotorjaftfully cultivated, and the pre- 
judice of education has been with care put 
on it's fide. AJen have come in this cafe, 
as in many, from believing that it ought 
to be fo, to perfuade other?, and even to 
believe themfdves that itis fo. Procopius 
relates that Abga&us came to Rome, 



* Ov. DePonto, EI. iv. 
f Card. Benti. Let. 
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and gained the efteem and friendfhip of 
Augustus to fuch a degree, that this em- 
peror could not refolve to let him return 
home: that Abgarus brought feveral 
beafts, which he had taken one day in 
hunting, alive to Augustus: that he 
placed in different parts of the Circus fome 
of the earth which belonged to the places 
where each of thefe animals had been 
caught : that as foon as this was done, and 
they were turned loofe, every one of them 
. ran to that corner where his earth lay ; 
that Augustus, admiring their fentiment 
of love for their country which nature 
has graved in the hearts of beafts, and 
ftruck by the evidence of the truth, grant- 
ed the requeft which Abgarus imme- 
diately prefled upon him, and allowed, 
tho with regret, the tetrarch to return to 
Edeffa. But this tale deferves juft as 
much credit as that which follows in the 
fame place, of the letter of Abgarus to 
Jesus Christ, of our Saviour's anfwer, 
andof the cure of Abgarus. There is 
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nothing, furely, more groundlefs than the 
notion here advanced, nothing more ab-^ 
furd. We love the country in which we 
ate born, becattfe we receive particular, 
benefits from it, and bccaufe we have par- 
ticular obligations to it: which ties we 
may have £0 another country, as well as 
to that Vte are borrt in \ to our country by 
eleaion, as Well as to our country by 
birth. Ih all other refpeas* a wife man 
looks on himfelf as a citizen of the world: 
and, when you afk him whfere his country 
•lieSi points, like Anaxagqras, with his 
finger to the heavens. 

THEkE ate other perfons, again, who 
have imagined that as the whole univerfe 
fuffcrs a continual rotation, and nature 
feems to delight in it, or to preferve her- 
folf by it, fo there is in the minds of men 
a natural rcftlefihefs, which inclines them 
to change of place, and to the fhifting their 
habitations*. This opinipn has at leafl 

* Sen. De con. ad HeU 
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an appearance of truth, which the other 
wants ; and is countenanced, as the other 
is contradi&ed, by experience. But, what- 
ever the reafonsbe, which mufthave varied 
infinitely in an infinite number of cafes, 
and an immenfe fpace of time ; true it is 
in fad, that the families and nations of 
the world have been in a continual fluc- 
tuation, roaming about on the face of the 
globe, driving and driven out by turns. 
What a number of colonies has Afia fent 
into Europe ! The Phoenicians planted the 
coafls of the Mediterranean fea, and pufh- 
ed their fettlements even into the ocean. 
The Etrurians were of Afiatic extraction ^ 
and, to mention no more, the Romans, 
thofe lords of the world, acknowledged a 
Trojan exile for the founder of their em- 
pire. How many migrations have there 
been, in return to thefe, from Europe into 
Afia? They would be endlefs to enumerate; 
for,befides the Aeolic,the Ionic, and others 
of almoft equal fame, the Greeks, during 
feveral ages, made continual expeditions, 
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and bqilt cities in feveral parts of Afia. 
The Gauls penetrated thither too, and 
eftablifhed a kingdom. The European 
Scythians over-ran thefe vaft provinces, 
and carried their arms to the confines of 
Egypt. Alexander fubdued all from 
the Hellefpont to India, and built towns, 
and eftablifhed colonies, to fecurehis con- 
quefts, and to eternife his name. From 
both thcfe parts of the world Africa has 
received inhabitants and matters; and what 
fhe has received fhe has given. The Ty- 
rians built the city, and founded the repub- 
lic, of Carthage; and Greek c has been the 
language of Egypt. In the remoteft anti- 
quity we hear of Belus in Chaldaea, and 
of Sesostris planting his tawny colonies 
in Colchos: and Spain has been, in thefe 
later ages, under the dominion of the Moors. 
If we turn to Runic hiftory, we find our 
fathers, the Goths, led by Woden and by 
Thor, their heroes firft and their divini- 
ties afterwards, from the Afiatic Tajrtary 
into Europe : and who can aflure u$ that 
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this was their firft migration? They came 
into Afia perhaps by the eaft, from that 
continent to which their Ions have lately 
failed from Europe by the w;eft : and thus, 
in the procefs of three or four thoufand 
years, the fame race of men have pulhed 
their conquefts and their habitations round 
the globe : at leaft this may be fuppofed, 
as reafonably as it is fuppofed, I think by 
Grot i us, that America was peopled from 
Scandinavia. The world is a great wilder- 
nefs, wherein mankind have wandered and 
joftled one another about from the creation. 
Some have removed by neceffity, and others 
by choice. One nation has been fond of 
feizing what another was tired of poflef- 
fing : and it will be difficult to point out the 
country which is to this day in the hands 
of it's firft inhabitants. 

Thus fate has ordained that nothing 
fliall remain long in the fame ftate : and' 
what t are all thefe tranfportations of people, 
but fo many public Exiles ? Varro, the 
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moft learned of the Romans, thought, finte 
Nature* is the fame wherever we go, that 
this fingle circumftance was fufficient to 
remove all objections to change of, place, 
taken by itfelf, and ftripped of the other 
inconveniences which attend exile. M. 
Brut us thought it enough that thofe, who 
go into banifhment, cannot be hindered 
from carrying their Virtiie along with them. 
Now, if any one judge that each of thefe 
comforts is in itfelf infufficient, he muft 
however qonfefs that both of them, joined 
together, are able to remove the terrors of 
exile. For what trifles muft all we leave 
behind us be efteemed, in comparifon of 
the two moft precious things which men 
can enjoy, and which, we are fure, will 
follow us wherever we turn our fteps, the 
fame Nature, and our proper Virtue -j- ? 
Believe me, the providence of God has e- 
ftablifhed fuch an order in the world, that 
of all which belongs to us the leaft valuable 
parts can alone fall under the will of others. 

* Se$. De con. ad Hcl. f lb. 
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Whatever is beft is fafeft 5 lies out of the 
reach ofhuman power; can neither begiven 
nor taken away. Such is this great and 
beautiful work of nature, the world. Such 
is the mind of man, which contemplates 
and admires the world whereof it makes 
the nobleft part. Thefe are infeparably 
ours, and as long as we remain in one we 
(hall enjoy the other. Let us march there- 
fore intrepidly wherever we are led by the 
courfe of human accidents. Wherever 
they lead us, on what coaft foever we are 
thrown by them, we fhall not find our- 
felves abfolutely Grangers. We fhall meet 
with men and women, creatures of the 
fame figure, endowed with the fame fa- 
culties, and born under the fame laws of 
nature. \Ye fhall fee the fame virtues and 
vices, flowing from the fame general prin- 
ciples, but varied in a thoufand different 
and contrary modes," according to that in- 
finite variety of laws and cuftoms which 
is eftablifhed for the fame univerfal end, 
the prefervation of fociety. We fhall feel 
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the fame revolution of feafons, and the 
fame fun and moon * will guide the courfe 
of our year. The fame azure vault, be- 
fpangled with ftars, will be every where 
fpred over our heads. There is no part 
of the world from whence we may not ad- 
mire thofe planets which roll, like ours, in 
different orbits round the fame central fun ; 
from whence we may not difpover $n ob- 
ject ftill more ftupendous, that army of 
fixed ftars hung up in the immenfe fpacc 
of the univerfe, innumerable funs whofe 
beams enlighten and cherifti the unknown 
worlds which roll around them : and whilft 
I am ravifhed by fuch contemplations as 
thefe, whilft my foul is thus raifed up to 
heaven, it imports me little what ground 
I tread upon. 

* Plut. Of bsuilfhment. He compares thofe 
who cannot live out of their own country, to the 
fimple people who fancied that the moon of Athens 
vras a finer moon than that of Corinth. 

— labentem coelo quae ducitis annum. 

Vir. Geo. 
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Brutus*, in the book which he writ 
on virtue, related that he had feen Mar- 
cell us in exile at Mytilene, living in alt 
the happinefs which human nature is ca- 
pable of, and cultivating, with as much af- 
fiduity as ever, all kinds of laudable know- 
ledge. He added that this fpe&acle made 
him think that it was rather he who went 
into banifhment, firice he* was to return 
without the other, than the other who 
remained in it OMarcellus, far 
more happy when Brutus approved thy 
exile, than when the commonwealth ap- 
proved thy cbnfullhip ! How great a man 
mull thou have been, to extort admiration 
from him who appeared an objedt of ad- 
miration even to his own Cato ! The 
fame Brutus reported further 1 , that 
Caesar overfhot Mytilene, becaufe he 
could notftand the fight of MarceIlus 
reduced to a ftate {6 unworthy of him. 
His reftoration was at length obtained by 

* Sen. Dc con. ad Hel. 
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the public interceflion of the whole fenate, 
who were deje&ed with grief to fuch a 
degree, that they feemed all upon this 
becafion to have the fame fentiments with 
Brutus, and to be fuppliants for them- 
selves, rather than for Marcelius *. 
This was to return with honor; but furely 
lie remained abroad with greater, when 
Brutus could not refolve to leave him, 
nor Caesar to fee him $ for both of them 
We witnefs of his merit Brutus 
grieved, and Caesar blufhed to go to 
Rome without him. 

QJVTetellus Numidicus had un- 
dergone the fame fate fome years before, 
while the people, who are always the fureft 
inftruments of their own fervitude, were 
laying, under the conduct of Mar i us, the 
foundations of that tyranny which was 
perfected by Caesar. Metellus a- 

* Marcellus was affaffinated at Athens, in his 
return home, by Chilo, an old friend, andfelloto- 
foldier of his. The motive of Chilo is not ex- 
plained in hiftory." Caesar was fufpe&ed, but he 
feems to be juftified by the opinion of Brutus*. 
; " j lone, 
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lone, in the midft of an intimidated ienate, 
and outrageous multitude, refufed to fwear 
to the pernicious laws of the tribune S a- 
turninus. His conftancy became his 
crime, and exile his punifliment. A wild and 
lawlefs fa&ion prevailing againft him, the 
beft men of the city armed in his defence, 
and were ready to lay down their lives that 
they might preferve fo much virtue to their 
country. But he, having failed to perfuade, 
thought it not lawful to conftrain. He 
judged in the phrenfy of the Roman com- 
monwealth, asPLATo judged in the dotage 
of the Athenian. Me tell us knew, that 
if his fellow-citizens amended, he fliould 
be recalled ; and if they did not amend, he 
thought he could be no where worfethan 
at Ropae. He went voluntarily into exile, 
and wherever he paffed he carried the fure 
fymptom of a fickly ft ate, and the certain 
prognoftic of an expiring commonwealth. 
What temper he continued in abroad will 
beft appear by afragment of one of his letters 
which Gellius*, in a pedantic compila- 

* Lib. xvii. cap. £, 
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tion of phrafes ufed by the annalift Q^ 
Claudius, has preferved for the fake of 
the word Frunifcor. <c Illi vero omnijure 
" atque honeflate interdidfci: ego neque 
" aqua neque igne careo : et fumma gloria 
" frunifcor." Happy Metellus ! happy 
in the confcience of thy own virtue ! happy 
in thy pious fon, and in that excellent friend 
who refembled thee in merit and in fortune ! 

Rutilius had defended Alia againft 
the extortions of the publicans, according 
to the flria juftice of which he made 
profeffion, aijd to the particular duty of his 
office. The Equeftrian order were upon 
this account his enemies, and the Marian 
fa&ion was fo of courfe, on account of his 
probity, as well as out ofhatredto Metel- 
lus. The moll innocent man of the city 
was accufed of corruption. The bell mat* 
was profecu ted by the worft, by A p 1 c 1 us 5 
a name dedicated to infamy*. Thofe who 
Jiad flirred up the falfe accufation fat as 

* Theic was another Apicius, in the reign of 
Tiberius, famous for his gluttony, and a third 
in the time of Trajan, 
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judges, and pronounced theunjuft fentence 
againft him. He hardly deigned to defend 
his caufe, but retired into the Eaft, where 
that roman virtue, which Rome could not 
bear, was received with honor * Shall 
Rutili'us now be deemed unhappy, 
when they who condemned him are. for 
that aftion, delivered down as criminals 
to all future generations ? when he quitted 
his country with greater eafe th^n he would 
fuffer his exile to finifli ? when he alone 
durft refufe the dictator Syll a, and being 
recalled home, not only declined to go, 
but fled farther off? 

What do you propofe, it maybe faid ? 
by thefe examples, multitudes of which 
are to be collected from the memorials of 
former ages ? I propofe to fhew that as 
Change of Place, fimply confidered, can 
render no man unhappy, fo the other evils 
which are objected to exile, either cannot 
happen to wife and virtuous men ; or, if 
they do happen to them, cannot render 

/ * Sen, L. Dc prov. cap. 3. 

them 



Digitized 



by Google 



Reflections upon Exile. 253 

them miferable. Stones are hard, and cakes 
of ice are cold : and all who feel them, feel 
them alike *. But the good or the bad 
events, which fortune brings upon us, are 
felt according to what qualities we, not 
they, have. They are in themfelves in- 
different and common accidents, and they 
acquire ftrength by nothing but our vice 
or our weaknefs. Fortune can difpenfe 
neither felicity nor infelicity unlefs we co- 
operate with her. Few men, who are un- 
happy under the lofs of an eftate, would 
be happy in the pofleffion of it : and thofe, 
who deferve to enjoy the advantages which 
exile takes away, will not be unhappy 
when they are deprived of them. 

It grieves me to make an exception to 
this rule $ but Tully was onefo remark- 
ably, that the example can be neither con- 
cealed, nor pa(Ted over.. This great man, 
who had been the faviour of his country, 
who had feared, in the fupport of thatcaufe, 
neither the infults of a defperate party, nor 
the daggers of affafiins, when he came to 
* Plut. On exile. 
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fcffer for the fame caufe, funk under the 
Weight. He difhonored that banifhment 
which indulgent providence meant to be 
Ac means of rendering his glory cofnplete. 
Uncertain where he fhouid go, or what he 
fliould do, fearful as a wdman, and froward 
as a child, he lamented the lofs of his rank, 
of his riches, and of hisfplendid popularity. 
His eloquence ferved only to paint his 
ignominy in ftronger colors. He wept 
over die ruins of his fine houfe which 
Clod i us had demolifhed : and his fepara- 
tion from Terentia, whom he repudiated 
not long afterwards, was perhaps an afflic- 
tion to him at this time. Every thing be- 
comes intolerable to the man who is once 
fubducd by grief *. He regrets what he took 
no pleafure in enjoying, and, overloaded al- 
ready, he fhrinks at the weight of a feather. 
Cicero's behaviour, in fhort, wasfuch that 
his friends, as well as his enemies, believed 
him to have loft his fenfes -f-. Caesar 

* Mitto caetera intolerabilia. Etenim fletu im- 
pedidr. L. iii. Ad Attic, ep. 10. 

+ Tam faepe, et tarn vehemcnter objurgas, et 
animo infirmo effe dicis. lb. 

beheld 
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beheld, with a fecret fatisfadtion, the man, 
who had refufed to be his lieutenant, 
weeping under the rod of Clodius. 
Pompe y hoped to find fome excufe for his 
own ingratitude in the contempt which the 
friend, whom he had abandoned, expofed 
himfelfto. Nay Atticus judged him too 
meanly attached to his former fortune, and 
reproached himfor it. Atticus, whofe 
great talents were ufury and trimming, 
who placed his principal merit in being 
rich, and who would have been noted with 
infamy at Athens, for keeping well with all 
fides, and Venturing on none§: evenATTi- 
eusblufliedforTuLLY,andthe moftplau- 
fible man alive aflumed the ftyle of Cato. 

I have dwelt the longeron this inftance, 
becaufe, whilft it takes nothing from the 
truth which has been eftablifhed, it teaches 
us another of great importance. Wife men 
are certainly fuperior to all the evils of exile. 
But in a ftridt fenfe he, who has left any one 
paffion in his foul unfubdued, will not de- 

§ Plut. Vit. Solon. 
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fef ve that appellation. It i* not enough thai 
we have ftudicd all the datieS of public and 
private life, that we are perfectly acquainted 
with them, and that we live up to them iri 
the eye of the world. A paffion that lied 
dormant in the heart, and has efeaped out 
fcrutiny, or whieh we have obferved and 
indulged as venial, or which we have per-* 
haps encouraged, as a principle to excite 
and to aid our virtue, may one time or of- 
ther deftroy our tranquillity, and difgrace 
our whole ehara&er. When virtue has 
fteeled the mind on every fide, we are ir^ 
vulnerable on every fide : but Ach illes 
was wounded in the heel. The leaft part,* 
overlooked or negletted, may expofe us w 
receive a mortal blow. Reafon cannot obtairi 
the abfolute dominion of our fouls by one 
victory. Vice has many referves, Which 
muft be beaten j many ftrongholds, whieh 
muft be forced $ and we may be found 
of proof in many trials, without being fo 
in all. We may refift the fcvereft, and 
yield to the weakeft attacks of fortune.' 
We may have got the better of avarice, 
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Digitized 



by Google 



Reflections upon Exile. 257 
the moft epidemical difeafe of the mind, 
and yet be Haves to ambition.* We may 
have purged our fouls of the fear of death, 
and yer fome other fear may venture to 
lurk behind. This was the cafe of Ci- 
cero. Vanity was his cardinal vice.t It 
had, I queftion not, warmed his zeal, 
quickened his induftry, animated the love 
of his country, and . fupported his con- 
stancy againft Cat aline: but it gave 
to Clodius an entire victory over him. 
He was not afraid to dye, and part with 

eftate, 

* Seneca fays the contrary of all this, according 
to the Stoical fyftem, which however he departs 
from on many occafions, " Si contra imam quam- 
c * libet partem fortunae fatis tibi roboris eft, idem 
* c adverfus omnes erit.— Si avaritia dimifit, vehe- 
<c mentiffima generis humani peftis, moram tibi am- 
<c bitio non faciet. Si ultimum diem, &c De Con. 
fiJHel. 

Non fingula vitia ratio, fed pariter omnia profter- 
tfit. In umverfum femel vincitur. Ibid. 

Nee audacem quidem timoris abfolvimus : ne pro* 
digum quidem avaritia liberamus. Dc Benef. 1. 4. 
0:27. , 

Qui autem habet vitium unum, habet omnia. Ib x 
I. 5. c. 15. 

fin animo autem gloriae cupido, qualis fuit Cice* 
ronis, plurimum potsft. VcL Pat. 1. 1. 

Vol. II. S 
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^ftate, rank, honor, and every thingf 
<vhich he lamented the lofs of: but he 
was afraid to live deprived of (hem. cc Ut 
vivus haec amitterem."* He would pro- 
bably have met death on this occafion 
with the fame firmnefs with which he 
faid to Potfrtius Laenas, his client and 
his murderer, c< approach veteran, and, 
*' if at leaft thou canft do this well, cut 
" off my head." But he could not bear 
to fee himfclf, and to be feen by others, 
ilripped of thofe trappings which he was 
accuftomed to wear. This made him. 
break out int6 £b many fhameful expref- 
fioris. cc Poflum oblivifci qui fuerim? 
" lion fentire qui fim ^ quo caream* ho* 
" nere ? qua gloria ?" And fpeaking of 
His brother — " Vitavi neviderem; nc 
" autillius luftum fqualoremque afpi- 
" cerim, aut me quern ille florentif- 
iC fimum reliquerat perditum illi afflk> 
" tumque ofFerrem." He had thought 
of death, and prepared his mind for it.. 

Thera 

* Ep. ad Attic. 1. 3. ep. 3, 7, 10. et paflim. 
L. 3. Ep. 4 10. ad Auic. 
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There were occafions too where his va-« 
hity might be flattered by it- But the 
feme vanity hindered him in his profpe- 
roiis eftate from fuppofing fuch a reverfo 
as afterwards happened to him. When 
it came, it found him unprepared, it fur- 
prized him, it ftunned him j for he was 
ftitl fond of the pomp and hurry of 
Rome, " fumum, et opes, ftrepitumque 
Romae," and unweaned from all thofe 
things which habit tenders necefiary, and 
which naturfe has left indifferent* 

We have eniitiierdted them above, and 
if is time to defcend into a more particu- 
lar examination of them. Change of 
place theh itaay be borne by every man* 
It is the delight of nlariy. But who can 
bfear the evils which accompany exile ? 
you who aflc the queftion can bear them. 
Every One Who cdnfiders them as they 
are in themfelves, inftead of looking at 
them thro the falfe optic which preju- 
dice holds before our eyes. For what ? 
S 2 you 
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you have loft your eftate : reduce your 
3efires, and you will perceive yourfelf to 
be as rich as ever, with this confiderable 
advantage to boot, that your cares will 
Be diminished.* Our natural and real 
wants are confined to narrow bounds, 
whilft thofe which fancy and cuftom 
create are confined to none. Truth lyes 
within a little- and certain compafs, but 
error is immenfe. If we fufFer our de- 
fires therefore to wander beyond thefe 
bounds, they wander eternally. " Nefcio 
" quid curtae femper abeft rei." We be- 
come neceffitous in the midft of plenty, 
and our poverty encreafes with our riches. 
Reduce your defires^ be able to fay with 
the apoftle of Greece, to whom Eras- 
mus was ready to addrefs his prayers, 
"quam multisipfe non egeoP'baniflioutjof 

your 

* Naturalia defideria finita fuiit : ex falfa opinionc 
nafcentia ubi definant non habent, nullus enim teT- 
nftnus falfo eft- ' .Sen. Ep. 16. 

. Excerp. ex Lib. Sen. falfely fo called. 

Si ad naturam vives, nunquam eris pauper; fi a<F 
opinionem, nunquam dives. Exiguum natura deftr* 
iJerat, opinio imnienfun*. Sen. Ep. it. 
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your exile all imaginary, and you will 
iuffer no real wants. The little ftream 
which is left will fuffice to quench the. 
third of nature, and that which cannot 
be quenched by it, is not your thirft, but 
your diftemper ; a diftemper formed by 
thd vicious habits of your mind, and not 
the effeft of exile/ How great a part of 
mankind bear poverty with chearful- 
nefs ; becaufe they have been bred in 
it, and are accijftomed to it ? * Shall 
we not be able to acquire, by reafon and 
by reflection, what the meaneft artifan 
pofleffes by habit ? Shall tfrofe who hav$ 
fo many advantages over him be (laves to 
wants and neceffi ties of which he is. ig- 
norant ? The rich whofe wanton appe-?. 
tites neither the produce of one country, 
jior pf one part of the world can fatisfy, 
for whom the whple habitable globe is 
ranfacked, for whom the caravans of the 
eaft are continually in march, and the re*- 
jnoteft feas are covered with ihips 5 thefe 
pampered creatures, fated with fuperflui- 

8 3 ty£ 

*S&.deCon. adHel. 
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ty 9 are often glad to inhabit an humblg 
cot, and to make an homely meal. They 
run fpr refuge ipto the arpis of frugality. 
Madmen that tjiey are to live always in 
fear of wh^t they fometiqies wifli for, and 
to fly from that life which they find i$ 
luxury to imitate ! Let us caft pur eyes 
backwards on thofe great men who livecj. 
in the ages pf virtue, of fimplicity, of 
frugality, and let us blufh to think th^t 
we enjoy in f)anifliment more thari they 
were mafters of in the midft of their 
glory, in the utmpft affluence of thqr 
fortune. Let us imagine tl^at wp behold 
a great dictator giving audience to the 
Samnite ^mbaffadprs, and preparing pi) 
the hearth his mean repaft with the famp 
hand which had fo often fubdued the 
enemies of the commonwealth, and borne 
the triumphal lawrel to the capitol. Let 
us remember that Plato had but * three. 

fervants, 

f fiATo's will, in Dxog. Laer. mentions four fer-. 
vants, befides Diana,' to whom he gave her free-* 
4pm, 

Apuleius makes his eftate confift in a little gar* 

4f n near the academy, two fervants, a patten for 

" £crif*»*» 
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ftrvanfes, and that £eno had none,* So* 
urates, the reformer of his counjfcy, wap 
maintained, as Menenlus Agrippa, the 
arbiter of his country was juried, by 
contribution.-!- While Attilius Regu- 
jlus beat the Carthaginians in Afric, the 
flight of his ploughman jeduced his fa- 
mily to diftrefs at home, and the tillage 
of his Gttle farm became the public care. 
Scipio dyed without leaving enough to 
marry his daughters, and their portions 
were payed out of the treafury of tfre 
$ 4 ftatej 

facriEqes, ancles much gold as would ferve #0 make 
ear-rings for a child. 

* Zeno was owner of a thoufand talents when he 
c^me from Cyprus into Greece, and he ufed to lend 
his money out upon fhips at an high intereft. He 
kept, in fhort, a kind of infurance-office. He loft this 
eftate perhaps when he faid, " retfte fyne agit fortu- 
** na, quaenos ad philofophiam impellit.*' Afterwards 
I^e received many and great prdents from Antigo- 
iius. So that Jiis great frugality and .fimplicity 
cf life, Was the effeft of his dhoice, and jiot of ne- 
qcffity. VU* JDw, Laer. 

f Diog* Laer, vit. Soc. quotes Ariftoxenus for af- 
firming that Socrates ufed to keep a box, and lived 
upon the money which was pift into it : " PofitA igi- 
tur arcula, colligifle pecuniam quae daretur* a>f*- 
furnpt^ autem ca, rurfus pofuifle." 
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ftate ; for fure it was jufl that the people, 
of Rome fliould once pay tribute to him, 
who had eftablifhed a perpetual tribute 
on Carthage. After fuch examples (hall 
we be afraid of poverty ? fhall we , dif-, 
dain to be adopted into a family which 
has fo many illuftrious anceftors ? fhall. 
we complain of baniftiment for taking, 
from us what the greateft philofophers, 
and the greateft heroes of antiquity, never, 
enjoyed ? 

You will find fault perhaps, and at- 
tribute to artifice, that I confider fingly 
misfortunes which come all together on 
the baniftyed man* and overbear him 
with their united weight. You ccpuld* 
fupport change of place if it was not ac-. 
' companied with poverty, or poverty if it. 
was not accompanied with the feparation 
from your family and your friends, with , 
the lofs of your rank, confideration, and 
power, with contempt and ignominyv 
Whoever he be who reafons in tHi&man-* 
»er, let him take the following anfwer, 
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The leaft of thefe circumftances is fingly- 
fufficient to render the man miferable* 
who is not prepared for it, who has. 
not diverted himfelf of that paffion upon 
which it is directed to work. But he 
who has got the maftery of all his paf- 
fions, who has forefeen all thefe acci- 
dents, and prepared his mind to endure 
them all, will be fuperior to all of them,' 
and to all of them at once as well afr 
fingly. He will not bear the lofs of bis 
rank, becaufe he can bear the lofs of his 
eftate: but he will bear both, becaufe 
he is prepared for both ; becaufe he is 51 
free from pride as much as he is from ; 
avarice* 

You are feparated from your family ; 
and your friends. Take the lift of them,' 
and look it well over. How few of your 
family will you find who deferve the 
name of friends ? and how few amorig 
thefe who are really fuch ? Erafe the 
names of fuch as ought not to ftand 
Pn the roll, and the voluminous cata- 
logue 
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logue will foon dwindle into a narrow 
compafs. Regret, if you pleafe, your 
Reparation from this finall remnant. Far 
be it from me, whilft I declaim againft 
a fhameful and vicious weaknefs of mind, 
to profcribe the fentiments of a virtuous 
friendfhip. Regret your feparation from 
your friends; but regret it like a man 
who deferves to be theirs. This is 
ftrength, not weaknefs of mind; it is 
^irtue> not vice* 

Butt the leaft uneafinefs under the loft 
of the rank which we held is ignomi- 
nious. There is no valuable rank among 
men, but that which real merit affigns. 
The princes of the earth may give names, 
and institute ceremonies, and exaft the 
obfervatiQn of them* their itfibecillity 
and their wiefcednefs. may prompt them 
to cloathe fools and knaves with robes of 
honor, and emblems of wifdom andvir- 
tue : but no man will be in truth fupe- 
rior to another, without fuperiof merit; 
and that ran£ can no more be taken from 
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jus, than the merit which eftabltfh.es it. 
The fupreme authority gives a fictitious 
and arbitrary value to coin, which ii 
therefore not current alike in all times 
$nd in all places j but the real value re- 
trains invariable, and the provident man, 
who gets rid gs faft as he can of the drofiy 
piece, hoards up the good filver. Thus 
merit will not procure the fame confide- 
ration univerfally. But what then ? the 
title to this confideration is the fame, and 
wjll'be found alike in every circumftance 
fry thofe who are wife and virtuous them- 
felves. If it is not owned by fuch as are 
Othcrwife, nothing is however taken from 
us; we have no reafon to complain. 
They confidered us for a rank which 
we had; for our denomination, not for 
our intrinfic value. We have that rank* 
that denomination no longer, and they 
confider us no longer: they admired in 
us what we admired hot in ourfelves. If 
they learn to negledt us, let tis learn to 
pity them Their afliduity was impoj- 
o w tunatc; 
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tunate: let us not complain of the eafe 
which this change procures us $ let u$ 
rather apprehend the return of that rank 
and that power, which, like a funny day, 
would bring back thefe little infe&s, and 
make them fwarm once more about us/ 
I know how apt we are, under fpecious 
pretences, to difguife our weakneffes and' 
our vices, and how often we fucceed not' 
only in deceiving the world, but even iir 
deceiving ourfelvcs. An inclination to da 
good is* infeparable from a virtuous mind,- 
and therefore the man, who cannot bear 
with patience the lofs of that rank and 
power which he enjoyed, qaay be willing 
to attribute his regrets to the impoffibility 
which he fuppofes himfelf reduced to of 
fatisfying this inclination. But let fuch- 
an one know, that a wife man contents 
himfelf with doing as much good as his 
fituation allows him to do } that there ia> 
no fituation wherein we may not do ^ 
grfcat deal ; #nd that when we are de* 
prived of greater power to do jnore good, 

Wf 

* Sen, dt Con, ad Helt 
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We efcape at the fame time the tempta- 
tion of doing fome evil. 

The incoiiveniencies, which we have 
mentioned, carry nothing along with 
them difficult to be borne by a wife and 
Virtuous man ; and thofe which remain 
to be mentioned, contempt and ignominy, 
can never fall to his lot. It is impoflible 
that he who reverences himfelf fhould 
be defpifed by others : and how can igno- 
miny afFedt the man who colle&s all his 
ftrength within himfelf, who appeals 
from the judgment of the multitude to 
another tribunal, and lives independent of 
mankind and of the accidents of life ? 
Cato loft the ele&ion of praetor, and 
that of coiifulj but is any one blind 
enough to truth to imagine that thefe 
repulfes refledted any difgrace on him? 
The dignity of thofe two magiftracies 
would have been encreafed by his wear- 
ing them. They fuffered, not Cato. 

« You have fulfilled all the duties of a 
good citizen, you have been true to your 

truft, 
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truft, conftant in your engagements, and 
have purfued the interefir of your country 
without regard to the enemies you creat- 
ed, and the dangers you run. You fe- 
verfcd her interefl as much as lay in your 
power from thofe of her fa£ions, and 
from thofe of her neighbours and allies 
too, when they became different. She 
reaps. the benefit of thefe fer vices, and 
ybii fufFer for them. You are banifhed 
and purfued with ignominy, and thoict 
whom ydu hindered from triumphing at 
her expence revenge themfelves at yours. 
The perfons, in oppofjtion to whom you 
ferved, or even faved the public, con- 
fpif e and accomplifh your private ruin, 
Tftefe are your accufers, and the giddy 
ungrateful crowd your judges. Your 
name is hung up in the tables of pro- . 
fcription, and art joined to malice endea- 
vours to make your bell a&ions pafs for 
crimes, and to ftain your character* For 
this purpofp the facred voice of the fenate 
is made to pronounce a lye, and thofe re- 
cords, which ought to be the eternal mo- 
numents 
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auments of truth, become the vouchers? 
©f impofture and calumny. Such cir~ 
cumftances as thefeyou think intolera- 
ble, and you would jprefer death to £> 
ignominious an exile. Deceive not your* 
felf. The ignominy remains with them 
who perfecute unjuftly, not with him 
who fuffcrs unjuft persecution. " Recal- 
citrat undique tutus. 4 ' Suppofe that in 
the aft which banifhes you, it was de- 
clared that yot* have fome contagious 
diftemper, that you are crooked, or 
otherwife deformed This would ren* 
der the legiflators ridiculous.* The other 
renders them infamous. But neither one 
nor the other can affe<ft the man who, in 
an healthful well proportioned body en- 
joys a confcience void of all the offences 
afcribed to him. Inftead of fuch an exile, 
would you compound, that you might 
live at home in eafe and plenty, to be the 
inftrument of blending thefe contrary in- 

terefts 
* The dialogue between Cicero anAPWlifcus, £/*& 
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terefts once more together, and of giving 
i)ut the third place to that of your coun- 
try ? Would you proftitute her power to 
thq ambition of others, under the pre- 
twice of fecuring her from imaginary 
dangers, and drain her riches into the 
pockets of the meaneft and vileft of her 
citizens, under the pretence of paying her 
debts? If you could. fubmit to fo infa- 
mous a compofition, you are not the 
man to whom I addrefs my difcourfe, or 
with whom I will have any commerce : 
and if you have virtue enough to difdain 
it, why fhould you repine at the other 
alternative? Banifliment from fuch a 
country, and with fuch circumftances is- 
like being delivered from prifon. Dio- 
qenes was driven out of the kingdom 
of Pontus for counterfeiting the^ coin, 
and Stratonicus thought that forgery 
flight be committed in order to get ba- 
nifhed from Scriphos. But you have ob- 
tained your liberty by doing your duty. 

1 Banish- 
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Banishment, with all its tram of evils, 
is fo far from being the caufe of contempt, 
that he who bears up with an undaunted 
fjpirit againft them, while fo many are de- 
je&ed by them, eredts on his very misfor- 
tunes a trophy to his honor : for fuch is 
the frame and temper of our minds, that 
nothing ftrikes us with greater admiration 
than a man intrepid in the midft of mif- 
fortunes. Of all ignominies an ignomi- 
nious death mull be allowed to be the 
great eft, and yet where is the blafphemer 
who will prefume to defame the death of 
Socrates * ? This faint entered the pri- 
fon with the fame countenance with which 
he reduced thirty tyrants, and he took 
off ignominy from the place; for how 
could it be deemed a prifon when Socra- 
tes was there? Aristides was led to 
execution in the fame city ; all thofe who 
met the fad proceflion, caft their eyes to 
the ground, and with throbbing hearts 
bewailed, not the innocent man, but Ju- 
* Sen, de con. ad Hel. 

Vol. II. T fticc 
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flice hcrfelf, who was in him condemned* 
Yet there was a wretch found, for mon- 
fters are fometimes produced in contra- 
diction to the ordinary rules of nature, 
who fpit in his face as he pafTed along. 
. Aristides wiped his cheek, fmiled, turn- 
ed to the magiftrate, and faid, " Admonifh 
this man not to be fo nafty for the future." 

Ignominy then can take no hold on 
virtue * ; for virtue is in every condition 
the fame, . and challenges the fame refpedt. 
We applaud the world when fhe profpers > 
and when (he falls into adverfity we ap- 
plaud her. Like the temples of the 
Gods, fhe is venerable even in her 
ruins. After this muft it not appear a 
degree of madnefs to defer one moment 
acquiring the only arms capable of defend- 
ing us againft attacks, which at every mo- 
ment we are expofed'to ? Our being mfc* 
ferable, or not miferable, when we fall 
into misfortunes, depends on the manner 
in which we have enjoyed profperity. If 

* Sen. dc con. ad Hel» 

W3 
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We have applied ourfelves betimes to the 
ftudy of wifdom, and to the practice of 
virtue, thefe evils become indifferent ; but 
if we have negleded to do fo, they be- 
come neceflary. In one cafe they are 
evils, in the other they are remedies for 
greater evils than themfelves. Zeno * re- 
joyced that a fhip- wreck had thrown him 
on the Athenian coaft : and he owed to 
the lofs of his fortune the acquisition which 
he made of virtue, of wifdom, of immor- 
tality. There are good and bad airs for 
the mind as well as for the body. Pros- 
perity often irritates our chronical diftem- 
pers, and leaves no hopes of finding any 
fpecific but in adverfity. In fuch cafes 
banifhment is like change of air, and the 
evils we fuffer are like rough medicines 
applied to inveterate difeafes. What •{• A- 
nacharsis faid of the vine, may aptly 
enough be faid of profperity. She bears 
the three grapes of drunkennefs, of plea- 
Aire, and of forrow : and happy it is if 

* Dio. Laer. f Sen. 

T 2 the 
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the laft can cure the mifchief which the 
former work. When affli&ions fail to 
have their due effed:, the cafe is defperate. 
They are the laft remedy which indul- 
gent Providence ufes : and if they fail, 
we muft languifh and dye in mifery and 
contempt. Vain men ! how feldom do 
we know what to wifh or to pray for ? 
When we pray again ft misfortunes, and 
when we fear them moft, we want them 
naoft. It was for this realbn that Pytha- 
goras forbid his difciples to afk any thing 
in particular of God. The fhorteft and 
the beft prayer which we can addrefs to 
him, who knows our wants, and our ig- 
norance in afking, is this : " Thy will 
be done." 

Tull y fays, in fome part of his works, 
that, as happinefs is the objedt of all phi- 
lofophy, fo the difputes among philofo- 
phers arife from their different notions of 
the fovereign good. Reconcile them in 
that point, you reconcile them in the reft. 
2 The 
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The fchool of Zeno placed this fovereign 
good in naked virtue, and wound the 
principle up to an extreme beyond the 
pitch of nature and truth. A fpirit of op- 
pofition to another doftrine, which grew 
into great vogue while Zeno flourifhed, 
might occafion this exce r s. Epicurus 
placed the fovereign good in pleafure. His 
terms were wilfully, or accidentally mif- 
taken. His fcholars might help to per- 
vert his dodxine, but rivalfhip enflam- 
ed the difpute j for in truth there is not 
fo much difference between ftoicifm re- 
duced to reafonable intelligible terms, and 
genuine orthodox epicurifm, as is imagined. 
The faelicis animi immo;a tranquillitas, 
and the voluptas of the latter are near 
enough a-kin : and I much doubt whether 
the firmed hero of the Portic would have 
borne a fit of the ftone, on the prin- 
ciples of Zeno, with greater magnanimity 
and patience than Epicurus did, on 
thofe of his own philofophy. How- 
T 3 ever, 
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ever*, Aristotle took a middle way, 
or explained himfelf better, and placed 
happinefs in the joint advantages of the 
mind, of the body, arid of fortune. They 
are reafonably joined ; but certain it is, that 
they muft not be placed on an equal foot. 
We can much better bear the privation of 
the laft than of the others j and poverty 
itfelf, which mankind is fo afraid of, 
" per mare pauperiem fugens, per faxa, 
f c per ignes," is furely preferable to mad- 
nefs or the ftone, tho -f- Chrysippus 
thought it better to live mad, than not tq 
live! If banifhment therefore, by taking 
from us the advantages of fortune, can-? 
not take from us the more valuable ad- 
vantages of the mind and the body, when 
we have them ; and if the fame accident 

* Compare the representations made fo frequently 
of the do&rine of volupty taught by Epicurus, wit)} 
the account which he himfelf gives in his letter to 
Menoeceus, of the fenk wherein he underftood 
this word. Vid. Diog. Laer. 

f In his third book of nature, cited by Plu- 
tarch, in the treatife on the contradictions of the 
btojes, . 

is 
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is able to reftore them to U6, whea 
we have loft them, banifhment is a very 
(light misfortune to thofe who are already 
under the dominion of reafon, and a ve • 
ry great bleffing to thofe who are ftill 
plunged in vices which ruin the health 
both of body and mind. It is to be wifh- 
ed for, in favour of fuch as thefe, and to 
be feared by none. If we are in this cafe, 
let us fecond the defigns of Providence in 
our favour, and make fome amends for 
neglcdting former opportunities by not 
letting flip the laft. " Si nolis fanus, 
curres hydropicus." We may fhorten 
the evils which we might have prevent- 
ed, and as we get the better of our 
diforderly paffions, and vicious habits, we 
{hall feel our anxiety diminish in proportion. 
All the approaches to virtue are comfort- 
able. With how much joy will the man, 
who improves his misfortunes in this man- 
ner, difcover that thofe evils, which he 
attributed to his exile, fprung from his 
vanity and folly, and vapifh with them ? 
T4 US 
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He will fee that, in his former temper of 
mind, he refembled the effeminate prince 
who could drink no *j- water but that of 
the river Choafpes ; or the fimple queen, 
in one of the tragedies of Euripides, 
who complained bitterly, that (he had not 
lighted the nuptial torch, and that the 
river Ifmenus had not furnifhed the water 
at her fon's wedding. Seeing his former 
flate in this ridiculous light, he will labour 
on with pleafure towards another as con- 
trary as poflible to it ; and when he arrives 
there, he will be convinced by the ftrongeft 
of all proofs, his own experience, that he 
was unfortunate becaufe he was vicious, 
not becaufe he was banifhed. 

If I was not afraid of being thought to 
refine too much, I would venture to put 
fome advantages of fortune, which are 
due to exile, into the fcale againft thofe 
which we lofe by exile. One there is 
wJiich has been negle&ed even by great 

f Plut. on banifhment 

and 
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and wife men. Demetrius Phalereus, 
after his expulfion from Athens, became 
firft minifter to the king of Egypt ; and 
Themistocles found fuch a reception 
at the court of Perfia, that he ufed to 
fay his fortune had been loft if he had not 
been ruined. But Demetrius expofed 
himfelf by his favour under the firft Pto- 
lemy to a new difgracc under the fecond : 
and Themistocles, who had been the 
captain of a free people, became the vaf- 
fal of the prince he had conquered. How 
much better is it to take hold of the pro- 
per advantage of exile, and to live for our- 
felves, when we are under no obligation 
of living for others ? Si mil is, a captain 
of great reputation under Trajan and 
Adrian, having obtained leave to retire, 
pafl"ed feven years in his retreat, and then 
dying, ordered this infcription to be put 
on his tomb: that he had been many 
years on earth f, but that he had lived only 
feven. If you are wife, your leifure will 

f Xiphil. 

be 
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be worthily employed, and your retreat 
will add new luftre to your charafter. 
Imitate Thucydides in Thraeia, or 
Xenofhon in his little farm jrt Scillus, 
In fuch a retreat you may fit dowry, like 
one of the inhabitants of Elis, who judged 
of the Olympic games, without taking 
any part in them. Far from the hurry 
of the world, and almoft an unconcerned 
fpedtator of what pafles in it, having 
payed in a public life what you owed 
to the prefent age, pay in a private 
life what you owe to pofterity. Write, 
& you live, without paflion ; apd build 
yoqr reputation, as you build your hap-? 
pinefs, on the foundations of truth. If 
you want the talents, the inclination, or 
the neceflary materials for fuch a work, 
fall not however into floth. Endeavour tQ 
copy after the example of Scipio at Lin-% 
ternum. Be able to fay to yourfelf, 

« Jnnocuas/ amo delicias doftamque 
qqietem."; 

* Rural 
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Rural amufements, and philofophical me- 
ditations will, make your hours glide 
fmoothly on j and if the indulgence of 
Heaven has given you a friend like Lei, i vs, 
nothing is wanting to make you com~ 
pletely happy, 

Thefeare fome of thofe reflexions which 
may ferve to fortify the mind under ba^ 
nifhment, and under the other misfortunes 
of life, which it is every man's intereft to 
prepare for, becaufe they are common to 
all men * ; I fay they are common to 
all men ; becaufe even they / who efcaps 
them are equally expofed to them. The 
darts of adverfe fortune ar6 always levelled 
at our heads. Some reach us, fome graze 
againft us, and fly to wound our neigh- 
bours. Let us therefore impofe an equal 
temper on our minds, and pay without; 
murmuring the tribute which we owe tq 
humanity. The winter brings cold, and 
we muft freeze. The fummer returns; 
with heat, and we mqft mejt. The in T 
t Sen. Ep. 107, 

eta 
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clemency of the air diforders pur health, 
and we muft be {ick. Here we are ex- 
pofed to wild beafts, and there to men 
more favage than the beafts : and if we 
efcape the inconveniencies and dangers of 
the air and the earth, there are perils by 
water and perils by fire. This eftabli(hed 
courfe of things it is not in our power to 
change ; but it is in our power to aflume 
fuch a greatnefs of mind, as becomes wife 
and virtuous men ; as may enable us to 
encounter the accidents of life with for- 
titude, and to conform ourfelves to the 
order of nature, who governs her great 
kingdom, the world, by continual muta- 
tions. Let us fubmit to this order, let 
us be perfuaded that whatever does hap- 
pen ought to happen, and never be fo 
foolifh as to expoftulate with nature. The 
bed refolution we can take is to fuffer 
what we cannot alter, and to purfue, with- 
out repining, the road which Providence, 
who dire&s every thing, has marked out 
to us : for it is not enough to follow j and 

he 
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he is but a bad foldicr who fighs, and 
marches on with relu&ancy, We muft 
receive the orders with fpirit and chear- 
fulnefs, and not endeavour to flink put of 
the poft which is affigned us in this 
beautiful difpofition of things, whereof 
even our fufFerings make a neceffary part. 
Let us addrefs ourfelves to God, who go- 
verns all, as Clean thes did in thofe ad- 
mirable verfes, which are going to lofe part 
of their grace and energy in my tranflation 
of them. 

Trarent of nature ! Matter of the world ! 
Where'er thy Providence dire&s, behold 
My fteps with chearful refignation turn. 
Fate leads the willing, drags the backward on. 
Why mould I grieve, when grieving I muft bear ? 
Or take with guilt, what guiltlefs I might mare ? 

Thus let us fpeak, and thus Vet us adt 
Refignation to the will of God is true 
magnanimity. But the fure mark of a 
pufilanimous and bafe fpirit, is to ftruggle 

againft 
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igainft, to cenfure the order of Provi- 
dence, and mftead of mending ofcr owA 
-condud, to fet up for correcting that of 
our Maker, 
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